
Valdosta Selected as Finalist for World Smart Cities Award 
The City of Valdosta’s “Traffic Monitoring and Communication System to Improve Safety, 
Connectivity, and Efficiency” project has been selected as a finalist for a 2021 World Smart Cities 
Award in the Mobility Category. The Partnership traveled to Valdosta to watch the awards 
ceremony live from Barcelona with the community on Wednesday November 17, 2021.  
 
“I am most humbled by this entire experience during the past 1.5 years to work as one of the 
two research Co-PI’s of the Valdosta Smart City project, and collaborate with Georgia Tech 
engineering faculty in research, and with engineers and technicians from the City of Valdosta 
and two leading technology companies in traffic engineering” Said Dr. Hojjatie, P.E., Professor 
and Engineering Coordinator from Valdosta State University who supervised a total of eight 
VSU Junior engineering students in undergraduate research and developed two directed 
studies courses in traffic engineering and management through which more than 100 VSU 
engineering students received training related to this project. Another VSU faculty, Dr. Jia Lu,  
who joined the research team of the Valdosta smart city during the spring semester 2021, also 
supervised two engineering students in GIS activities related to this project.  
 
“Being one of the thee finalist for the World Smart City award in an indication of great 
capabilities of VSU engineering faculty and junior engineering students in making valuable 
contributions to the research part of this project and also the outstanding work performed by 
the engineering and technicians from the City of Valdosta in making the entire traffic system of 
Valdosta smart and connected”, said Dr. Hojjatie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

See a video from the event below: 
https://pingeorgia.org/valdosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-selected-as-finalist-for-
world-smart-cities-awards/ 

From Left to right Mr. Pat Collins, P.E. (Valdosta City Engineer),  Dr. Barry Hojjatie, P.E (Professor and 
Engineering Coordinator),  Dr. Paul Vincent (PAGET Dept. Head),  and Mr. Adrian Baker (Engineer, 
Temple, Inc.). 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dd-SvuLqbKDglaIkDMeDdvVWwLJW6yjxCfoj4f_m6J10wIwFiAxOpxm7lDQsOQedDnh3q5z0i6BZhX8p_yfeJtvbs6eIREZV05LIza_iJ-o3uxPq4q_hGJdIl9_-TC3e2xry-UO-0T8vBgdjsk7NyT8CCaQue26mKFtqsxk5hmxUpskZRfiB2-AWeMfXHVJb&c=m2nm0mVqw_v9vZvck-ANZRAn1t7slK2MgI1mk73nM7T3PKhKlO7r7Q==&ch=02SNxbM_WDUSO35SOGOT5F33u_zXBOwMWSlP9fckC9Qmlm2B7EmHfw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dd-SvuLqbKDglaIkDMeDdvVWwLJW6yjxCfoj4f_m6J10wIwFiAxOpxm7lDQsOQedDnh3q5z0i6BZhX8p_yfeJtvbs6eIREZV05LIza_iJ-o3uxPq4q_hGJdIl9_-TC3e2xry-UO-0T8vBgdjsk7NyT8CCaQue26mKFtqsxk5hmxUpskZRfiB2-AWeMfXHVJb&c=m2nm0mVqw_v9vZvck-ANZRAn1t7slK2MgI1mk73nM7T3PKhKlO7r7Q==&ch=02SNxbM_WDUSO35SOGOT5F33u_zXBOwMWSlP9fckC9Qmlm2B7EmHfw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dd-SvuLqbKDglaIkDMeDdvVWwLJW6yjxCfoj4f_m6J10wIwFiAxOpxm7lDQsOQed78yBuNxS-AZ_Rukld-8Nxa_1NANqx482YWgzvEUjSiXRM_sgtx8HPaOMFgZTlREh23ve2owGk6MpioE0Ef4Gl5r8WhE_p06wNpsfEJe8Fq2nwhGmi-FttmM8Lyg2CU0o&c=m2nm0mVqw_v9vZvck-ANZRAn1t7slK2MgI1mk73nM7T3PKhKlO7r7Q==&ch=02SNxbM_WDUSO35SOGOT5F33u_zXBOwMWSlP9fckC9Qmlm2B7EmHfw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dd-SvuLqbKDglaIkDMeDdvVWwLJW6yjxCfoj4f_m6J10wIwFiAxOpxm7lDQsOQed78yBuNxS-AZ_Rukld-8Nxa_1NANqx482YWgzvEUjSiXRM_sgtx8HPaOMFgZTlREh23ve2owGk6MpioE0Ef4Gl5r8WhE_p06wNpsfEJe8Fq2nwhGmi-FttmM8Lyg2CU0o&c=m2nm0mVqw_v9vZvck-ANZRAn1t7slK2MgI1mk73nM7T3PKhKlO7r7Q==&ch=02SNxbM_WDUSO35SOGOT5F33u_zXBOwMWSlP9fckC9Qmlm2B7EmHfw==
https://pingeorgia.org/valdosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-selected-as-finalist-for-world-smart-cities-awards/
https://pingeorgia.org/valdosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-selected-as-finalist-for-world-smart-cities-awards/


Valdosta Smart City Project Team including the VSU Engineering Programs Has 
Received World Recognition  

  
Ther Valdosta Smart City project "Traffic Monitoring and Communication System to Improve 
Safety, connectivity, and Efficiency" has been selected as a finalist as a finalist for the World 
Smart Cities Award in the Mobility Category. This project is part of the Georgia Smart 
Communities Challenge. Valdosta is the only U.S. representative in the Mobility Category 
alongside projects from the Port of Barcelona and MOTIONTAG. Valdosta is also only one of five 

American entries in the group of 34 finalists.  
   
The winner will be announced from Barcelona Spain (through a remote connection) on 
Wednesday November 17, 2021.   

   
More information about the news and the project: 

 
https://rh.gatech.edu/news/652701/valdosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-
selected-finalist-world-smart-cities  
  
Project Manager: Pat Collins, Director of Engineering, City of Valdosta  

Project Co-PIs Dr. Barry Hojjatie, P.E. (Valdosta State Engineering Program),  and Dr. Babak 
Ashuri (Civil Engineering Dept., Georgia Tech)  

VSU Project Collaborator in GIS: Dr. Jia Lu   

Industries Partners: Temple and Applied Information  

Project Funded by: Georgia Smart Community Challenge from Georgia Tech  

  
Through two directed studies courses developed in traffic engineering and management at VSU, 
a total of 8 VSU engineering students participated in undergraduate research and experiential 
learning. Also, more than 100 VSU engineering students received education and training through 
various workshops, and presentations in two engineering nights and other events organized and 
performed at VSU.   
  
Other Links related to the project:  
  

 Partnership for Inclusive Innovation (pin)   
   

 https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A686455780006906265
6/?midToken=AQFkmFUsaLyCAw&midSig=0-Lt8k_m_SdW01&trk=eml-
email_notification_single_mentioned_you_in_this_01-notifications-1-
hero%7Ecard%7Efeed&trkEmail=eml-
email_notification_single_mentioned_you_in_this_01-notifications-1-
hero%7Ecard%7Efeed-null-58s0lv%7Ekvv03hyi%7Etp-null-voyagerOffline  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartcities.gatech.edu%2Fgeorgia-smart&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536607378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jSCSCDC7LZL7WAo6YDaznQ3dXo3IaaiESdPA2SS9l4o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartcities.gatech.edu%2Fgeorgia-smart&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536607378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jSCSCDC7LZL7WAo6YDaznQ3dXo3IaaiESdPA2SS9l4o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmotiontag%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536617373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2Bi6XDudWhUeaDlubIgBHoBA4WdVktDE33M7khONOFIk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frh.gatech.edu%2Fnews%2F652701%2Fvaldosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-selected-finalist-world-smart-cities&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536617373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OsCvNKYV4Kahmcnp4x2VJn1KBjrnmGrH0Kp%2FNq5GjX0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frh.gatech.edu%2Fnews%2F652701%2Fvaldosta-traffic-calming-and-connectivity-project-selected-finalist-world-smart-cities&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536617373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OsCvNKYV4Kahmcnp4x2VJn1KBjrnmGrH0Kp%2FNq5GjX0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpingeorgia.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536627366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YsIxDTpmUJR0qkC2nAW7AgBljpMXouDlgGNmHag0i2E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fupdate%2Furn%253Ali%253Aactivity%253A6864557800069062656%2F%3FmidToken%3DAQFkmFUsaLyCAw%26midSig%3D0-Lt8k_m_SdW01%26trk%3Deml-email_notification_single_mentioned_you_in_this_01-notifications-1-hero~card~feed%26trkEmail%3Deml-email_notification_single_mentioned_you_in_this_01-notifications-1-hero~card~feed-null-58s0lv~kvv03hyi~tp-null-voyagerOffline&data=04%7C01%7Csmubin%40valdosta.edu%7C99854551e6e9450b7a7808d9a846622a%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637725842536637358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2GxWfDlZezEu44KTHJXH%2B%2B3o4wDX4oX1zJKIBbPSRok%3D&reserved=0
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