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From the Director’s Desk

Dr. Nikolova

We arefast approaching theend of another
action-packed semester for the Honors Pro-
gram. Itwill remainin our annalsasthemost
undergraduate research-oriented semester for
Honors. And al thisduring atimewhenVSU as
awholeisputting together aQuality Enhance-

Dr Ofelia Nikolova ment Plan (QEP) centered on ... undergraduate

research! We must bemind readers! It all

started two years ago when we offered to host the 2009 Georgia Colle-
giate Honors Council conference, ahotbed for undergraduateresearchin
theentire state of Georgia.

Now the most prominent event that Honors has organized inmore
than 10 yearsisbehind us. Thispast February, the conference brought
together 120 participants (26 fromV SU) from 11 school sthroughout the
state and becameareal celebration of thetal ent and dedication to scholar-
ship of our best and brightest students. The V SU Honors studentsroseto
the occasion and put together aconvention that earned usravereviews
fromfaculty and studentsfrom al sster programswhich participated inthe
event. Registration, evening reception with jazz ensembl e, presentation
sessions, keynote address, al waswell planned and brilliantly executed,
thanksto the collective effort of many Honors students, faculty, and staff.
Themomentum that the GCHC conference gaveto our strivefor research
carried over to the Symposium on Undergraduate Research organized by
the Collegeof Arts& Sciencesat which 20 students presented on behalf of
Honors. Last Thursday, we gathered inthe UC Theater to cel ebrate our
achievementsand, to no surprise, participation in undergraduate research
wasthere among our top accomplishments! | encourageall sudentsinthe
V SU Honors Program to engage in more research thiscoming year and to
preparefor the2010 GCHC in Milledgeville, the 16th CUR Symposium
hereat VSU, and for many moreresearch foraintheir respective disci-
plines. TheHonors Programwill support youinthiscommendableen-
deavor!
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VSU Hosts Georgia Coalligiate Honors Council Conference 2009
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

TheHonorsProgram at VV SU haslived for two yearswith the
ideathat we were going to host the 2009 GCHC meeting.
Many peopleworkedreally hard at it. And it wasablast! VSU
was complimented by studentsand honorsfaculty fromall over
the state about everything: the organi zation, the sel ection of
papersand posters, the beautiful HonorsHouse, and the great
program. Thiswastruly aproud moment, not only for the
Honors Program, but for the Valdosta State University asa
whole.

In 2007, Jake Newsome, VP of the HSA (2007-2008)
wasthe person who inspired our volunteering to host the 2009 meeting. Thispast year, all HSA officersand
many members- Kristin Morrison, LauraSimmons, Tim Ma one, Matthew Schmidt, Michag Holman,
ChrisNish, AshlieBraswdll, Matthew Babcock, Rgjiv Villait, PhillipWilliams, Danielle Sheffield, Amy
Dandron, Helen Burkett, Nikki Mashburn, Emily Rumphand Craig Black under theleadership of the
tirdlessHSA President Jay Prosser - met multipletimesto discussand plan the arrangements.

On February 27 and 28, 2009, Valdosta State University hosted theannua conference of the Georgia
Collegiate Honors Council. Friday February 27, 2009 the Honors House was bursting with studentsfrom
all over thestate during the mixer/ registration session. A jazz quartet under the direction of Joren Cainfilled
the background with beautiful music. Delicious sweets, engaging conversation, and achessboard helped
createagreat timefor all.

Saturday February 28, 2009, after acontinental breakfast, Dr. Matthew Richard, thekeynotes
speaker for the conference, gave afascinating speech entitled “ Culture: TheKey to Understanding. ..
Everything.” Shortly after hisspeech, the students split up to attend and present in the concurrent sessionsin
whichtherewereforty-eight individua presentationsfeaturing Honorsstudentsfrom acrossthe state. They
focused on amultitude of topicsand were grouped by similarity of subjects. A few examplesof these
grouping areasfollows: Religion and Philosophy, Honors Environment, Religion and Sexudlity, Three
Studiesin Psychology, Scienceand Hedlth, and Talesof History. Therewere al so three student-lead panels
that discussed topicsrelevant to Honors education. These panel swere entitled Technology and Human
Futures, Teaching the Great Books, and War, Women, and Literature: The Dead the Displaced and the
Powerless.

An appetizing lunch was provided by the Catering Servicesof V SU. After lunch, theannual business
meeting hasheld. Election and recognition of new officerstook placeat thistime. The businessmeetingwas
followed by the student roundtable session. It centered on the students' experiencesduring the conference.
During the sametimedirectorsof the participating institutionsheld their roundtabl e devoted to variousissues
of Honorseducation at the statelevel. I n the afternoon one more session of concurrent presentations
concluded the conference

Thefollowing Honors students presented at the conference:

Matthew Babcock, Ashlie Braswell, Stephanie Briggs, Helen Burkett, Candace Edwards, SoumaeyaElias,
Carly Floyd, Lani Hollingsworth, Michagl Holman, Tim Malone, KristinMorrison, ChrisNish, Travis
Patterson, Jay Prosser, Matthew Schmidt, Andrew Seliga, Danielle Sheffield, Brittney Sims, Cassie Taylor,
Reese Thompson, Adam Vadez, Rgiv Villait, Rachel Wayne, MiriamWatkins, Phillip Williamsand Kim

Wright
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GCHC 2009: Continued
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Thosewho helped:
Keith, Craig Black, Amy Dandron, Nikki Mashburn, LauraSimmons, Courtney Terrell andMary Warthen

Thestaff of the Honors Program worked tirelesdy to make all the planning ideastake shape: Our Secretary
Mrs. Jane Robinson waseverywhere and helped in everything - from creating the program and thewelcome
poster and decorating the HonorsHousefor Friday evening to fixing technology glitcheson Saturday
morning! All thiswasdonewhilesupervising everybody e sewho worked onamultitude of different
projects. Our Student Assistants L ani Hollingsworth, Ashlie Braswell, Yvonne Garcia, and our Graduate
Assistant Tobi L ovelace stuffed bags, typed lists, created nametagsand did much more.

Chocolate Day 2009!
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Thisspecial, al day feast held at the Honors House February 12, 2009 .
It wasafirst come, first served event. Many Honors students stopped by
to samplethe ddlicioustreats, many of which were courtesy of students,
faculty and staff. Thearomaof chocolatefilled theHonorsHouseall day.
Themenu of goodiesthat were served included at least two types of
brownies, chocolate bars, cupcakes, and achocolatetorte. The Honors
program would liketo thank everyone who helped by donating goodies
that made thefestivitiespossible. Some of these peopleinclude: Dr.
OfeiaNikolova, Dr. DennisBogyo, Michael Hollman, Lani
Hollingsworth, Savannah Spivey and, of course, our wonderful secretary Ms. Robinson. It wasmuch
appreciated! For thosewho did not come by, do not worry. Thisisan annual event. Comeback next year.

Welcome Yvonne Garcia to the Honors Program Family
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Yvonne Garcia, anew additionto the Honorsfamily, started working hereat the
~# | HonorsHousethrough the Work study program near theend of Fall 2008. A non-

b taditiona student with along career on nursing, Yvonneiscurrently aSenior in
& Psycology, and getting ready to apply for the Masters of Social Work program hereat
< V SU. Sheenjoysher work at theHonorsHouse: “ Everyoneisvery nice. | haven’'t met

anyonel don't like. Working hereisfun...” saysYvonne Garcia.




Page4 TheHonora

Spotlight On...

Welcome Our New Honors Professord!

Dr. Jennifer Breneiser, originaly from New Mexico holdsa Ph.D. degreefrom
Washington University in Saint Louis. Her specidizationiscognitive psychology, .
Themainfocusin her researchisprospective memory. Sheisa so hoping to start
work on someresearch that will blend cognitive psychol ogy with education.

SaysDr. Bremeiser about the Honorsprogram, “I liketeaching Honors
coursesbecause | amtypically ableto cover materia inabit moredepththanina
‘standard’ course. | [als0] get to teach some very motivated, intelligent students
who get enthusiastic about the material.” Shestatesthat sheis*“awayswillingto
teach Honorscourses’ and would be glad to be involved in expanding the number of Honors psychology
coursesoffered.

. | Dr.J.Michael Orenduff, originally from El Paso, Texas, received hisM.A.in

= Philosophy fromthe University of New Mexico and hisPh.D. from Tulane University.
& Hetaught for about twelve years and then went into administration. Heserved asa

w college President at four ingtitutions— The University of Maineat Farmington, The

£ American University in BulgariaNew Mexico State University, and Bermuda College.

D Hetook early retirement in 2004. Hiswife, Dr. Lai Orenduff wanted to continue

' teaching, and shewashired hereat VSU toteach art history. Meanwhile, he started a

second career writing murder mysteries. Hisfirst onewas published last month. Check

out hiswebsite at www.orenduff.org. He a son published many scholarly papersin philosophy journalswhen

hewasafull-timefaculty member. He saysthisabout getting hiscurrent position at VV SU, “Word got out

that therewasanew philosopher in town and the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studiesinvited

meto teach asan adjunct. Then the Honors program asked meto teach for them. | liketoteachand it gives

meabreak fromwriting.” When asked about hisexperienceswith the Honors coursesheisteaching, he

said, “I likeHonors classesbecause they aresmall, the studentsare alert and interested...” He stated that he

would be happy to teach any other Honorsclassif the opportunity wasgivento himagain.
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Dr. Brad Finson received hisBFA and MFAIn painting from Kansas State University.
Heasoholdsan MA inArt History andaPh.D. fromthe University of Oklahoma.
Somepast projects he hasbeen involved with include digitizing cassette tapes of inter-
viewswith Kiowaeldersthat wererecorded in thelate 1970s. He has also done exten-
siveresearchinto color-symbol iconography in Cheyenne and Kiowamen'sart during
the nineteenth century. Presently, heisin the processof re-writing hisdissertation (onthe
same subject) for publication and working with anumber of faculty inthe Anthropol ogy,
Sociology and Crimina Justce department on establishing aNativeAmerican Sudies
minor hereat V SU.When asked about his experiencewith the Honorscoursesheis
teaching hesaid, “What | think | like most about teaching the Honors courseisthe enthusiasm of the stu-
dents... [who] areavidly applyingthemsalves...and thesmaller size of theclass. Thisenablesmeto handle
itmoreasaseminar versusaformal lecture.” He a so stated that he would beinterested in teaching another
Honorscourseinthefuture.

More Honors Students Sudying Abroad!

Ofelia Nikolova,Director of the Honors Program

Last year Jake Newsome, asenior in History and Vice-President of the HSA
packed hiswarmest clothesand set off to Marburg, Germany, for athrilling
Study abroad experience. Jakeistill in Germany, and past hisfirst semester
now. Heishaving awonderful time, making new friends, traveling theworld,
and inthe process managing to makeall Asin hisclassestaught only in German!
Jakeiskeeping intouch and we expect himto bring fresh ideasto HSA this
& comingfall. Thisyear, history isrepeating itsalf. There must be somethinginthe

: water inthe HonorsHouse! Now, we are packing Jay Prosser’s (HSA Presi-
dent 2008-09) suitcases and getting ready to send him off to Grenoble, France,
for ayear of intellectual and culinary feasting. The senior, mgjoring in French and History will betaking
classestaught entirely in French, will do research, and promises not to forget to keep intouch with the
HonorsProgram.The newly elected HSA President, junior in Physics, Matthew Schmidt doesn’t want to
stay behind. Heisleaving for Chinaon ashorter, but exciting Study Abroad trip with VVSU Professor Louis
Schmier thissummer. Matthew looksforward to investigating medical practicesin Chinathat arenot widely
appliedintheUS. Severa Honors students—Cory Hart and Jennifer St. Aubain, both Biology majors,
among others—aresigned up for the sametrip. Wemay be missing information on quiteafew of you getting
ready to travel abroad thisyear. Writeto uswith your exciting stories.Bon voyageto dl of you leaving soon
for overseasin search of intellectual adventures!
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Honors Recognition Ceremony 2009
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Morethan 50 Honors students, parents, family membersand friendsgathered
along with Honorsfaculty and vV SU administratorsto show their appreciation for
thetop achievements of membersof theV SU Honors Program thisacademic year.
Theevent washosted by Dr. OféiaNikolova, Director of the University Honors
Program. Among thedistinguished guestswere President EmeritusHugh C.Bailey
and Mrs. Bailey, V SUsVice-Presdent for AcademicAffairsand Provost Louis
Levy, and the Dean of the College of Arts& Sciences ConnieRichards. President
Patrcik Schloss stopped by on hisway from the* Take Back the Night” event and
enroutefor another celebration during thismost festive season for our campus. Dr.
L evy addressed the audience congratul ating the Honors students on their achieve-
mentsand expressing appreciation for theingpiring work of Honorsfaculty. He
introduced Dr. Hugh C. Bailey, President of VV SU from 1978-1991. Dr. Levy highlighted the distinguished
career of President Bailey and hisextraordinary contribution to thetransformation of VVal dosta State College
into VadostaState University and to the subsequent growth of the University. Dr. Bailey talked about his
unforgettabletimeat VV SU and handed the Bailey Family scholarship awardsto thefour recipients. Craig
Black, Brandi Foster, ChrisNish, and Matthew Schmidit.

Dr. Schlossurged thestudentsto follow the* Bailey way” leaving alegacy for future generations. He
stressed the highly symbolic and inspiring val ue of the schol arshipsawarded.

Twenty-sx studentswere recognized for compl eting the requirementsfor the Honors Program and
24 collected the gold cords, which will be adorning them at the Graduation ceremony in afew days. Dr.
Nikolovapointed out the pivotal role of the Honors certificate and expressed her hopethat the students
earning it will consider it abeginning, not anendin their academic career. Shewished all of thegraduating
seniorssuccessintheir further endeavorsandinvited them to keepintouch with their AlmaMater and their
Program.

Thisyear theV SU Honors Program hosted the Georgia Col legiate Honors
Council conference, astate-wideevent that proved thevitality of our programand its
role of esteemed partner in Honors education in the state of Georgia. Morethan 120
Honorsstudentsfrom 11 programsin Georgiaattended the conference, according to
Dr. Nikolova, current President of the GCHC. Twenty-six V SU Honors students
presented 10 papersand 7 posters at theforum. Many of them also worked tire-
lessly to organize and advertize the event. A dozen of Honors studentswho did not
present at the conference hel ped presenters and staff of the Honors Program to
ensurethe smooth sailing of themeeting. Drs. Hill, Bogyo and Johnson organized
panel presentationsand served asmoderatorsat the event. Presentersand modera-
tors
recelved certificatesand coordinators and hel perswereinvited on stage. The GCHC wastruly acollective
endeavor! A few weeks ago the Council on Undergraduate Research held its symposium. Twenty Honors
studentswho presented their research ( 2 papersand 8 posters) at thisforum were applauded at the
Recognition ceremony.

Thisyear’ selection of Exemplary Honors Faculty of the Year brought in arecord number of nomi-
nations, eight. The Honors studentsin Val dosta State showed their deep appreciation for the challenging,
inspiring, and dedi cated faculty who makethedifferencein their lives. The nominees—DennisBogyo, David
Buehrer, JmHill, DonnaSewell, Michadl Stoltzfuss, Cheri Tillman, Jeffrey Vasseur —dl received acertifi-
cateand thewinner - Michael Davey —acertificateand agift card for Books-A-Million.
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Honor s Recognition Ceremony: Continued

Dr. Nikolovaprai sed the dedication of Mrs. Jane Robinson, Senior Secretary of the Honors
Program, thanked her on behalf of all studentsand faculty for her graciousway of juggling her many obliga-
tionsat the Honors House and for going beyond and above of the call of duty, and presented her witha
modest token of appreciation. Tobi Lovelace, Graduate Assistant, Lani Hollingsworth, Work Study, Ashlie
Braswell, Student Assistant, and Yvonne Garcia, Work Study received applause
fromthe audience and small giftsfor their hard work for Honors.

On behaf of the Honors Program, Dr. Nikolovaexpressed her grati-
tudefor the outstanding work of Mr. Jay Prosser, outgoing President of the
Honors Student A ssociation and presented him with two bookson France, the
country where Jay isheaded thiscoming fall for awhole academic year of
Study Abroad.

Jay, inturn, handed Mrs. Robinson and Dr. Nikolovaa* serenity basket” each
and thanked them for their patienceand good humor in dedlingwith al things
Honors. Hetheninvited on stage the outgoing HSA officersfor recognition. Finally, Matthew Schmidt, the
newly elected President of HSA introduced the new officersto the audience. Therecognition ceremony
ended on ahigh notewith refreshments served inthelobby of the UC. Old friendswere greeted and new
made and all departed in agood mood ready to tacklethe last batch of papers, projects, and examsfor the
semester. Wewill seeyoudl againinthefal!

Winner of the Bartram Award 2009: Chris Nish
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

TheBartramAwardisnamed for famed explorer and naturalist William Bartram and recogni zes
exceptiona achievement. It isawarded each spring to aUniversity Honors Program student who has
demonstrated the
skillsof intellectua exploration, adventure, and achievement. Any student who wantsto be considered for
thisaward must be asophomoreor junior with aGPA 3.3 or higher whoiscurrently enrolled in Honors
classesor elsehascompleted al Honors program requirements. This student must al so demonstrate excep-
tional research, scholarly or cregtiveactivity inthe course of astudy. Thewinner of the Bartram award for
theyear 2009 is Christopher Nish. Hewill berecognized at the University Honors Dinner hosted by Presi-
dent Schlosson Thursday, May 7.

Thetitleof Mr. Nish'spaper is, “ Creating an Information Video about theVV SU Honors Program.”
Thiswasaproject that was undertaken by ChrisNish aswell asagroup of other Honorsstudentsin an
Honors Perspectivesclasstaught by Dr. Cheri Tillman. Nish believesthat thisvideowill helpinrecruiting
more studentsto join the Honors Program and is proud to be apart of something that will further boost our
Program.



