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Program Overview 
 
CSD at VSU – The Ideal Place4You! At Valdosta State University, the Master of 
Science in Education program in Communication Sciences and Disorders is designed to 
prepare future professionals with the skills and confidence to make a lasting impact in 
the field. Our program blends academic rigor with hands-on experience, ensuring 
graduates are ready to meet the diverse needs of individuals with communication and 
swallowing challenges.  
  

• I = Innovative Technology Students gain access to equipment and preparation 
that allows them to be career-ready at graduation. From advanced diagnostic 
software to simulation labs, innovation is at the heart of our training.  

• D = Dedicated Faculty Our faculty members are not only experts in their 
specialties but also mentors who are deeply committed to student success. They 
provide guidance and support throughout your academic journey.  

• E = Excellent Facilities With state-of-the-art lab equipment and a thriving clinic, 
our program offers an environment where students can thrive. Our facilities are 
designed to foster collaboration and professional growth.  

• A = Abundant Resources Our extensive library collections and professional 
development opportunities offer students a wealth of resources that support both 
academic achievement and career readiness.  

• L = Lasting Connections in the Field Graduates of our program join a network 
of professionals who are making a difference across the country. Through 
internships and alumni engagement, students build relationships that endure well 
beyond graduation.  

  
Why Choose VSU?  
  
Distinctive Location  

• A metropolitan-sized town with a welcoming small-town feel  
• Close to off-campus opportunities and cultural events in both Georgia and 

Florida  
  
Welcoming & Supportive Environment  

• Small cohorts foster lasting relationships and peer support  
• Faculty mentors provide guidance and leadership opportunities  
• A community atmosphere where students feel valued and encouraged  

  
Student Experience  

• Flexible start dates: summer, fall, or spring semester  
• Personalized program options: complete in 5 or 6 semesters  
• Evidence-based practice integrated into academic and clinical work  
• VSU arranges all full-time clinical experiences for students  
• Leadership experiences and mentorship opportunities  
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Clinical Training & Community Clinics  
Students train on advanced instrumentation that are rarely available in CSD programs 
with smaller cohorts, including learning to place FEES scopes. Clinical experiences 
span a wide range of settings and populations:  

• School-based practice locally during program    
• Community service and clinical practice within our VSU literacy center  
• Private practice opportunities with local practices   
• Specialized environments such as sensory rooms and therapeutic dining groups 

at local hospitals  
• On-site voice clinic for direct client interaction  
• Simulation lab offering bedside swallowing evaluation practice  
• Exposure to clients of all ages and disorders  
• Internship and externship opportunities available nationwide  

  
Financial Advantages  

• Many students serve as graduate assistants, earning tuition waivers and 
stipends  

• Affordable cost of living in Valdosta makes graduate study financially accessible  
  
Student Outcomes  

• Graduates leave with career-ready knowledge and skills  
• 100% job placement rate in the field  
• Many students graduate with job offers already in hand  

 
 

Year 1        

First Term Hrs  Second Term Hrs  Third Term Hrs 

CSD 5010 
Language Disorders in 
Young Children 

3  CSD 5060 
Language 
Disorders in 
School Age 
Children 

3  CSD 5140 
Advanced 
Practicum in 
Communication 
Disorders 

3 

CSD 5030  
Advanced Speech 
Sound Disorders 

3  CSD 5090  
Aural 
Rehabilitation 

3  CSD 5120 
Aphasia & Other 
Neurogenic 
Disorders 

3 

CSD 5050 
Beginning Practicum in 
Communication 
Disorders 

2  CSD 5100 
Intermediate 
Practicum in 
Communication 
Disorders 

3  CSD 5240  
Motor Speech 
Disorders 

2 

CSD 5110 
Science & Research in 
Communication 
Disorders 

3  CSD 5080 
Dysphagia 

3  CSD 5040 
Fluency Disorders 

3 

EDUC 5999 CSD 
Professional Orientation 

0       
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TOTAL HOURS 11  TOTAL HOURS 12  TOTAL HOURS 10 

Milestones for Year 1: Maintain a GPA above 3.0, demonstrate independent clinical 
performance in evaluation and treatment of assigned clients.  
 
 

Year 2        

First Term Hrs  Second Term Hrs    

CSD 5130 
Neurodevelopmental 
Communication 
Disorders 

2  CSD 5190 
Applied 
Practicum in 
Schools 

9  CSD 5210  
Externship 

9 

CSD 5160 
Voice Disorders 

3     CSD 5230 
Thesis 

1-3 

CSD 5200 
Augmentative/Alternative 
Communication 

3       

TOTAL HOURS 9  TOTAL HOURS 9  TOTAL HOURS 9-
12 

Milestones for Year 2: Maintain a GPA above 3.0. Demonstrate competency and 
professionalism during off-campus experiences. Complete summative assessments in 
the final two semesters. Complete Praxis II Exam meeting deadlines for graduation. 
Complete a graduation application.  

 


