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Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1011

October6, 2026

King Sejong Institute
Valdosta State University
1500 North Patterson Street
Valdosta, GA 31698-0100

Dear Friends,
Congratulations on the opening of the King Sejong Institute at Valdosta State University.

The opening of this institute is a testament to your dedication and the bonds of the Korean-
American community, and I am glad you are able to join together in celebration.

While I regret that I could not be there with you to celebrate, know that you are in my thoughts,
and T am appreciative of the work you all do for the people of Georgia.

I look forward to continuing to support the Korean community in Georgia. Please feel free to
reach out to my office if we can ever be of assistance.

Sincerely,

5

Jon Ossoff
United States Senator

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

OMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
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It is my great pleasure to extend my warmest congratulations to
Valdosta State University on the opening of its King Sejong
Institute. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
university and all those whose dedication has made this day
possible. The establishment of Georgia’'s first King Sejong
Institute marks a meaningful milestone for our region. The
Institute is named after King Sejong the Great, who led the
creation of Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, so that everyone
could learn to read and write. It is particularly fitting that we
celebrate this occasion just a few days before October 9,
Hangeul Day, when Koreans honor his enduring legacy. In that
same spirit, King Sejong Institutes around the world welcome all
who wish to learn the Korean language and experience Korean
culture. Many people first become interested in Korea through
its music, films, or cuisine. Learning the language allows them to
go further: to engage in genuine conversation, gain new
perspectives, and build friendships that endure well beyond that
first encounter. Here at Valdosta State University, students will
have the opportunity to apply what they learn to their studies,
their careers, and their relationships with people from diverse
backgrounds. Moreover, because the Institute is open to the
wider community, people of all ages will be able to learn together
and share their own experiences.These personal connections
matter greatly to the relationship between the Republic of Korea
and the United States. Our two nations cooperate closely across
a wide range of fields, and that partnership grows stronger when
our people come to know and understand one another. A
conversation that begins in a classroom may seem modest, but it
can lead to something far greater. The Consulate General in
Atlanta looks forward to supporting the Institute as it brings the
Korean language and culture to the university and the wider
community. It is my sincere hope that this Institute will become
a place where curiosity about Korea leads to learning, learning
leads to understanding, and understanding leads to lasting
friendship. Once again, congratulations to everyone who has
made this opening possible. I wish the Institute, its faculty, and
its students every success in the years ahead. Thank you.

Amb. Joon Ho Lee
Consul General, The Consulate General of
the Republic of Korea in Atlanta




About the Institute

King Sejong Institute Valdosta
provides opportunities for students
and members of the broader
community to learn the Korean
language, experience Korean
culture, and deepen their
understanding of Korea.
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Grand Opening Schedule

3:30 - 4:00 PM

Guest Arrival

4:00 - 4:37 PM

Congratulatory Remarks

4:37 - 53:00 PM
Acknowledgments, Opening Ceremony & Group Photo

3:00 - 5:45 PM
Calligraphy Performance & Participation®

3:30 - 6:30 PM

Taste of Korea Reception™®

Activities

For VSU & community members
No prior knowledge required
Free or minimal cost

Korean language & conversation
from beginner to advanced levels

Korean food & culinary culture

K-pop, K-film, K-drama
& contemporary culture

Guest lectures, performances
& special cultural events

Opportunities for cultural
exchange with Korean students,
universities & partner
organizations

The Grand Opening is sponsored by
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