
Dr. Cynthia Tori, an economics profes-
sor at the Langdale College of Busi-
ness at VSU, shared her thoughts with 

the Chamber Board on the recent media story 
regarding Valdosta’s low ranking among Metro 
Areas nationwide on two important measures 
of community economic health. Dr. Tori noted 
that the Valdosta Metro Area was ranked third 
from the bottom among the 365 Metro Areas in 
the U.S. on median family income and percent 
of population below poverty. She noted that 
the three more rural counties (i.e., Brooks, Lanier 
and Echols) that are included in the Valdosta Metro 
Area are not to blame for our low ranking, as 
their combined populations make up only 20% of 
the total population of the Metro Area. Moreover, 
Lanier County’s median family income is actually higher than Lowndes 
County’s, and Brooks and Lanier Counties’ poverty rates are lower 
than Lowndes County’s poverty rate.
 

Dr. Tori also referenced a report called 
“Lowndes County By The Numbers” that 
is produced by the College of Business each 
year for the Chamber’s Annual Economic Sum-
mit, which shows Lowndes County ranks 11th 
among the 15 peer counties in the south-
eastern U.S. on 11 measures of community 
economic health.  To view the full report go to: 
www.valdostachamber.com/2013economicsummit
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This report was funded by the Center for Business & Economic Research (CBER) at Valdosta State University’s

Harley Langdale, Jr. College of Business Administration.

Lowndes County by the Numbers

This study utilizes publicly available economic data, accessed from the following websites:

The United States Census:

•	 Population	esti
mates	and	educat

ional	attainment	–
	American Community Survey, and Decennial 

Censuses	(http://www.cens
us.gov/acs/www/d

ata_documentatio
n/comparing_with

_decennial/).

•	 Poverty	and	me
dian	income	estim

ates	–	Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates                        

(http://www.cens
us.gov//did/www/

saipe/).

The	United	State
s	Bureau	of	Labor

	Statistics:	

•	 Unemployment
	data	–	Local Area Unemployment Statistics	(http://bls.gov/lau

/).	

•	 All	the	employm
ent	numbers	(priv

ate,	knowledge-ba
sed	sector,	govern

ment)	and	the	co
rresponding						

wage	estimates	–
	Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages	(http://bls.gov/ce

w/).		

United	States	Mil
itary	Bases:

•	 Location	of	mil
itary	bases	–	www

.militarybases.com
.	

For	more	informa
tion,	please	conta

ct	CBER’s	Directo
r,

Scott Manley at 229-333-7878.
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The	Region	Today
	-	How	Lowndes	

Compares

Economic	indicat
ors	provide	unbia

sed	information	a
bout	how	Lownd

es	County	compa
res	to	the	fourtee

n	other	

peer	and	aspirant
	communities.	The

	economic	indicat
ors	are	divided	in

to	two	major	gro
ups:	People Indicators 

and Job Indicators. The	ranking	of	ea
ch	indicator	withi

n	the	major	categ
ories	are	summed

	together	to	dete
rmine	

a	rank	for	each	gr
oup	of	indicators

,	as	well	as	an	ove
rall	rank.

T	=	a	tie	ranking

between	two	com
munities

Conclusion:

Lowndes	County
	ties	for	

11th	out	of	15	pe
er	and	

aspirant	commun
ities.	This	

is	a	moment-in-ti
me	rank-

ing	of	the	commu
nities’	

people	and	job	in
dicators.

How	Do	We	Compare	With	Peer	and	Aspir
ant	Communities

?

2013 Report
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Comparing Lowndes County with the communities that rank #1 and #2, it’s 
clear that they have a smaller portion of their labor forces involved in retail 
and hospitality industry jobs than we do, and a higher portion working in 
higher wage manufacturing.  As the Chamber has been saying for years, it’s the  
mix of jobs that matters.                                                                                      Dr. Cynthia Tori

 
Asked if these statistics should be cause for concern in our community, Dr. Tori said,  “If we are satisfied with 
these rankings, then we can continue the status quo.  If we want our community to do better, we will have to 
identify a community-wide strategy to accomplish this.”

“

“

American Community Survey, Census.gov Median household income includes income of everyone over 15 
years who lives in the household, whether or not they are related (family, non-family, single person, etc.). 
Median family income includes income of everyone over 15 years who is part of a family.

“The economic information presented by Dr. Tori is a huge concern to the
Chamber and our Board. We feel that a significant change is needed in our
community to improve our area’s standing in these key economic indicators. The 
Chamber is prepared to work with the other key organizations within the
Valdosta-Lowndes County community to develop an overall economic growth 
strategy for our community. A true collaborative effort by the key business and 
governmental organizations will be needed to accomplish a positive change
in our community dynamics going forward.” 

Carl Holley (Fowler, Holley, Rambo and Stalvey)
2014 Chairman of the Board

Upcoming Chamber Events:
Chamber Choice Awards

Thursday,  April 3 •  6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: Citizens Community Bank

Rainwater Conference Center
RSVP to pmartin@valdostachamber.com

Visit: www.ValdostaChamber.com/Top10Events

World Class Employee Recognition
Tuesday, May 6 •  7:30 - 9 a.m.

Sponsored by: First State Bank & Trust and
ELead1One/Fresh Beginnings

Time for Nominations: www.ValdostaChamber.com
Nominations are due by March 12!


