Senior Seminar – BIOL 4900

Telemetry Applications in Wildlife Biology
Spring Semester, 2008
Instructor - Dr. J. Mitchell Lockhart

Office – Biology/Chemistry Building, Rm. 2029


Phone: 333-5767 / 333-5759


Email: jmlockha@valdosta.edu

Office Hours: As posted or by appointment

Course hours:  2:00 – 4:50 pm Thursdays, BCB 2022
Textbook - None

Course Objectives:  As stated in your handbook, this is the capstone course in the Biology Department.  
This course assesses students’ ability to research independently topics in biology, assimilate the information, and disseminate the information in an organized and understandable fashion in both written and oral forms.  Besides demonstrating comprehension of their topic and competence in communication skills, students take the ETS Major Field Test in biology and complete the departmental Senior Exit Questionnaire for successful course completion.

Attendance: MANDATORY!  This course only meets once a week, and not every week of the semester.  

There are NO acceptable excuses for missing any class sessions.  Any student disrupting the classroom and affecting the learning experience of others will be asked to leave.  Cell phone and pager disruptions will NOT BE TOLERATED.  Should one of these devices disrupt lecture I will pursue ADMINISTRATIVE WITHDRAWAL for the owner of said device. 

NOTE:  You are REQUIRED to attend EACH weekly Sciences Seminar (from 4 pm to 5pm on Thursdays), fill out an evaluation on the presentation, and return it to Dr. Lockhart’s mailbox in the Biology Office by 5:30 pm of the day of the presentation.  There may be weeks where attendance at the seminar will be pre-empted by our necessity to meet and this will be announced in advance.  You are also required to attend the Biology Department’s evening Connell Lecture later in the semester.
Students With Documented Disabilities:  Students requiring accommodations or modifications because 

of documented disabilities should discuss this need with Dr. Lockhart at the beginning of the semester.  Students not registered with the Special Services Program must contact the Access Office for Students with Disabilities in Nevins Hall.  Their phone number is 245-2498.

Grades: This course is graded Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U).  The grade is dependant upon your 

presentation, paper, performance on the Major Fields Test, completion of the Senior Exit Questionnaire, job interview, and class attendance.

Major Fields Test:  Each student is required to take the Major Fields Test in Biology administered by the 

Testing Office.  You must make a minimum score of 140 in order to receive a passing score in Senior Seminar.  Your first attempt on the MFT is paid for by the Biology Department.  If you do not receive a passing score, any subsequent attempts on the MFT will be your responsibility to Schedule and PAY FOR.
Privacy Act:  Because of the Buckley Amendment or Privacy Act, grades will not be discussed over the 
phone, given to friends, or given to relatives.  Final grades will be posted, only at your request, 
under an anonymous 6 digit number which you choose later in the semester.

Cheating: Refer to the Student Code of Ethics in the Valdosta State University Student Handbook.  A 
student caught cheating will be penalized ranging from receiving a zero for that assignment or 
test to failing the class.

Important Dates:  Midterm – February 28; Final Exam Period – Wednesday, April 30, 2008 – 

2:45 pm to 4:45 pm
* The Instructor reserves the right to modify the above contents with proper notification.

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT


As stated in the student handbook, this course is the “capstone” course in the biology department.  You will choose an animal species (it may be invertebrate or vertebrate: fish, amphibian, reptile, avian, or mammalian) that has been studied through the use of telemetry.  COMPLETELY research the chosen species.

NOTE:  Animal species are chosen on a first come-first serve basis.  I will place a sign-up sheet outside my office door.  Only one student is permitted to present on any animal species.  See me if you have any questions.


Determine how telemetry studies were performed on your chosen species.  In your paper and presentation, you should present basic information about the animal species (i.e. life history, etc…) and telemetry methods used to study the animal.  There may be several for some species; if so, you may present various methods and compare their effectiveness and data collected.  Please present the type of telemetry equipment used in both your paper and presentation.  What was learned through the use of telemetry?  Use of illustrations and maps (with proper citation) is especially encouraged.  

1)  PAPER.  Prepare a TYPED report of no less than 10 double-spaced pages on your topic.  

Margins will be 1 inch on the top, bottom, and right hand side, and 1.5 inches on the left.  References should conform to Council of Biological Editors (CBE) style manual.  Most primary journal articles use this format….USE them as a guide.  While recognizing the limitations of our library, I also am fully aware that two “major” research institutions are no more than 1.5 hours away.  These have research quality libraries that you should most definitely take advantage of.  Many of the papers you will be utilizing are present in my personal files and I HAVE READ THEM.  PLAGIARISM will be dealt with severely.  A minimum of 12 references is expected for this paper.  A minimum of 8 of your literature references must be primary literature articles.  Beware of relying on the internet as a source (It is allowed, with proper citation).  Although the internet is the greatest source of information in our time, it is also the greatest source of misinformation.  You will turn in TWO COPIES of this report to me no later than the day of your presentation.  This paper will be graded based on content, style, and the ability to use the English language at a level appropriate for college seniors.  You will also turn in an electronic copy of your paper for my records and so that I may use it to check for plagiarism.

2)  PRESENTATION.  Present this topic to the class in an oral and written format.  Powerpoint presentations ARE EXPECTED as are the use of IMAGES in your presentation.  You are required to print out your presentation, either in slide format or as an outline, and prepare copies for each member of the class as well as a copy for me.  I expect presentations to last a minimum of 15 minutes with approximately 5 more minutes allowed for questions from me, other faculty in attendance, AND from your fellow classmates.  You are also required to present me with a copy, either on disk or via email, of your presentation.

3)  OUTLINE.  At our progress meeting on February 28, I expect you to turn in a detailed, typed outline of your work on your topic.

INTERVIEW:

I assume since this is a senior-level course and the “capstone” course in Biology, most of you will soon be interviewing for jobs or for graduate positions or professional school.  I also (correctly) assume that most of you have not had this type of interview before.  As part of your transition to life outside of Valdosta State University, I am going to require each of you to prepare a resume for me to critique and have a personal interview with me as if you were interviewing for your next position after graduation.

I expect you to dress appropriately for your interview.  Each of you must see me and confirm your interview (i.e. whom you will be interviewing with).  If you are planning to go to medical school, we will treat it as if I am an admissions employee of a medical school.  If you are planning to go to graduate school, we will treat it as if I am a prospective major professor.  If you have no idea what you want to do, we will come up with a prospective employer for you.

