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Early Years

•Born Highland Park, 
Illinois (1926)

•Decorah, Iowa

•Iowa City, Iowa

Adolescence

•Oak Park-River Forest 
High School, Illinois 
(graduated 1944)

•First Paper Published 
(1944)

•U.S.M.C., Marshall Islands 
(1944-1946)

Undergraduate Years

•Iowa State College (1947-
1948)

•Mississippi River by kayak 
(1948)

•North Carolina State 
College (1948-1952), B.S. 
Forest Management

•U.S. Army, Korea (1952-
1954)

Graduate School

•Southern Methodist 
University (1954-1955)

•Florida State University: 
Research Assistant (1955-
1958), Ph.D. in Botany 
with R.K. Godfrey (1959)

•Married Mabel 
VanLandingham, Cairo, 
Georgia (1957)

Botanical Career

•Instr. of Botany, 
Northeast Louisiana State 
College (1958-1959)

•Assist. Prof., Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute 
(1959-1962)

•Assoc. Prof., Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute 
(1962-1965)

•Assoc. Prof., Vanderbilt 
University (1965-1974)

•Prof., Vanderbilt 
University (1974-1998)

•Prof. Emeritus, Vanderbilt 
University (1998-present)

Robert Kral –
Major Life Events



Iowa
Clockwise from 
upper left: Howard 
County courthouse; 
Dunnings Springs; 
limestone bluffs, 
Iowa River; prairie



Trillium nivale –
snow trillium
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Kral, R. 1944. The disappearing moorland. The Chicago Naturalist 7(1): 2—5.
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Mississippi River by 
kayak



Mississippi River 
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Mississippi 
River by kayak



Eddy Peak, Thompson Falls District, Lolo National Forest, Montana



View from Eddy Peak, 
6,957 ft

Thompson Falls District, 
Lolo National Forest, 
Sanders County, Montana



U.S. Army, Korea (1952-1954)
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Dr. Robert K. 
Godfrey (left) 
with Angus 
Gholson



Major botanical influences 

• Dr. Bob Godfrey – Florida State University

• Dr. Lloyd Shinners – Southern Methodist University

• Dr. William Fox – North Carolina State University

• Dr. Delzie Demaree
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Major courses taught

• Plant Taxonomy

• Dendrology

• Local Flora

• General Botany



Bob’s teaching

• Emphasis on diagnosis, analysis, and identification
• Phytography descriptive terminology

• Employing evidence from the diagnosis to identify 
unknown plants using analytical dichotomous keys

• Characteristics of major families

• Whenever possible, students worked outdoors with 
the living plants.

• Sets of dried specimens were used early spring 
semester when cold prevented taking students 
outdoors, and to show examples of families 
otherwise not available



VSU Local Flora students with Schwalbea americana
Doerun Pitcher Plant Bog Natural Area, Colquitt County, Georgia



VSU Plant Taxonomy class
Broxton Rocks, Coffee County, Georgia



Dendrology
• Friday afternoon, Saturday morning schedule

• Most labs were field oriented.
• Local field trips, vic. Nashville

• Overnight trips
• Fall Creek Falls, Cumberland Plateau

• Nashville to the Gulf Coast 
• First night – Oak Mountain, overnight trip, 

• Second night – Open Pond, Conecuh Nat. Forest

• Coastal scrub, vic. Destin, Florida 



Vanderbilt Dendrology students
steps of Garland Hall, circa 1978



Graduate mentor 
• Gene Gonsoulin – Styrax (Styracaceae)
• Jim Parks – Melanthera (Asteraceae)
• Donna Eggers Ware – Valerianella (Valerianaceae)
• Leo Collins – Scutellaria (Lamiaceae)
• Janice Alcorn – Flora of Sumner County, Tennessee
• Ron Jones – Aster (Asteraceae)
• Richard Carter – Cyperus (Cyperaceae)
• Bert Pittman – Scutellaria (Lamiaceae)
• Lisa Kelly – Flora of Williamson County, Tennessee
• Gerry Moore – Rhynchospora (Cyperaceae)
• Jay Reveill – Desmodium (Fabaceae)

M.S. thesis
Ph.D. dissertation



Bob’s advice
Teaching

• Let the plants do the teaching.

• Take the students in the field whenever possible.

• Test frequently.

Research

• Go to the field for your answers: The plants are 
best studied in the field.

• Prepare vouchers to document your work.

• Select a group that holds your interest.

• Draw the plants.



Bob encouraged his graduate 
students to draw the subjects of 
their investigations. 

He taught by example. 

I sat with the master, observed 
him preparing illustrations, 
discussed techniques and plant 
structure, and asked questions.



Misc. Field Trips
• USFWS work on rare, threatened, or endangered 

forests plants

• I was very fortunate to accompany Dr. Kral on some 
of these trips.
• To eastern Virginia, with stops in the Appalachian 

Mountains, and North Carolina sandhills

• To central Florida

• To eastern Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri



Lindera melissifolia



Bob pressing plants 
Early County, Georgia
circa 2007



Bob working through recent 
collections in his herbarium

Cairo, Georgia
circa 2014



Bob, with Albert Sanders, examining Juncus biflorus holotype 
in the Stephen Elliott Herbarium at the Charleston Museum 
(CHARL), Charleston, South Carolina, circa 2005



Bob with Hartwrightia floridana
Charlton County, Georgia
circa 2004



Bob admiring Rhexia salicifolia in exsiccated karst pond
Early County, Georgia
circa 2007



Summary
• As a teacher, Bob was incomparably generous, 

particularly with his most valuable resource – his 
time.

• He was patient and taught exceedingly well and –
whenever possible – in the field with the living 
plants. 

• His enthusiasm and work ethic were legendary. He 
truly taught by example. 

• We were indeed fortunate to have been Dr. Kral’s
students, and his lessons have endured.

• Thank you, Bob!




