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Early Years

*Born Highland Park,
Illinois (1926)

e Decorah, lowa

*lowa City, lowa

Undergraduate Years

¢ |owa State College (1947-
1948)

o Mississippi River by kayak
(1948)

e North Carolina State
College (1948-1952), B.S.
Forest Management

*U.S. Army, Korea (1952-
1954)

Adolescence

¢ Oak Park-River Forest
High School, lllinois
(graduated 1944)

e First Paper Published
(1944)

*U.S.M.C., Marshall Islands
(1944-1946)

Graduate School

e Southern Methodist
University (1954-1955)

e Florida State University:
Research Assistant (1955-
1958), Ph.D. in Botany
with R.K. Godfrey (1959)

*Married Mabel
VanLandingham, Cairo,
Georgia (1957)

Botanical Career

e Instr. of Botany,
Northeast Louisiana State
College (1958-1959)

e Assist. Prof., Virginia
Polytechnic Institute
(1959-1962)

® Assoc. Prof., Louisiana
Polytechnic Institute
(1962-1965)

® Assoc. Prof., Vanderbilt
University (1965-1974)

¢ Prof., Vanderbilt
University (1974-1998)

¢ Prof. Emeritus, Vanderbilt
University (1998-present)

Robert Kral —
Major Life Events



Clockwise from
upper left: Howard
County courthouse;
Dunnings Springs;
limestone bluffs,
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Trillium nivale —
snow trillium
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The Disappearing Moorland
RoBERT KraAtL

For many miles radiating from Chicago new homes, new stores,
even small towns are springing up like mushrooms. A city is spread-
ing a growth of concrere and brick over a land which not so very long
ago was wild and free.  ‘The sandpiper’s faint, wind-borne song was
once heard where busy streets now hum with traffic, and blackbirds
swaved on wind-tossed cattail stalks where concrete sidewalks run past
a m-:lzc of strect lights and crowded homes.

The land around Chicago was a vast, lonesome expanse. Extend-
ing along the lake shore were miles of sandy marshlands, once a part of
the old glacial lake, Lake Chicago. Tall fragrant meadow grass high
as a wagon wheel billowed and undulated in the lake breezes, and on
the sand risings and ridges wild strawberries bloomed and bore de-
licious fruit. Later in the season clumps of cacti seeming out of place
in a northern world opened great, vellow, poppy-like flowers to the
sun.  Rushes, blue flags, low growing willows and feathery tamaracks
braved the softer. marshier ground.  This wilderness extended all
along the shore and for miles inland, before the marshes gave way to
higher ground and friendly, sheltering groves of oak. In the spring
and again in the fall, birds by the thousands found temporary shelter
among the swampy rush beds, and their cries rose in the morning mists
mto an expansive sky. Sometimes the howling of a migrating wolf
pack could be heard across the barren moor. In all the growing sea-
sons the meadows and swamps were clothed in ever-changing garbs of
h(’fIUt)' as countless thousands of wild flowers, a never-ending carpet of
britliance, charged the air with fragrance.

A_small settlement, our Chicago, expanded with the vigor of
A““’“Cli’- In time it spread its great growth along the lake and began
to earn its reputation as o leading industrial city.  Highways and rail-
roads came, factories began their ugly existence, and wild life shrank
lro[‘n‘zx city’s poisonous touch.  Swamps drained away into sewers,
'Dr:um:s were broken; the wild birds robbed of their homes cane less
and Jess f"(’(l\u*nﬂ_\ with the passing vears., Wild flowers, which in
:,;'l):;.(:m‘:l\l,;[e,,”l,l,mvlwrs had .pupu];ned the land, became scarcer and
“'iill‘ii:tlcn; \\1\] to thcpswk]e and pl«,)\v,.zmvd to thoughtless people
strange and (I’IT,M‘!}F' \\:lfh the growing City’s progress many of t‘hc
ing nowy o Vfd\xt]ltul tllllags about our l:lqd (?Lsﬂpp(‘m‘(’d entirely, 1‘1\'—
elory g (.‘ 1 the memories and stories of a few who saw that dving

’ ould nor forget.

Some

around ¢ can remember when fringed gentians bloomed in profusion
* ne B .
h'(‘l.‘ln. I'he flowers are now so rare as to be almost extinct.

‘Vh.\ did the 5

Vool A praivie plant like the frinped gentian, for all its

Vorrgy =
OHNME T Nevie 1 [3]

Kral, R. 1944. The disappearing moorland. The Chicago Naturalist 7(1): 2—5.
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View from Eddy Pealk,
6,957 ft

Thompson Falls District,
Lolo National Forest,
Sanders County, Montana



U.S. Army, Korea (1952-1954)
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- Was With Grou

-~ Slightly more specific news was
o= received this week by the mother
1’ ‘of Second Lt. Robert Kral, 27, of

~ 1130 Paulina, reported missing in
_ action in Korea June 14. His
® mother, Dr. Jone J. Kral, heard

ascertained that Lieutenant Kral

mountain top in Korea.” The in-

formation, obtained in
Red Cross locater squadron, was

group had been seen or heard
from since June 14.
The word was first news
received since a telegram stat-
> _“!ng the fact he was missing,—
Py, other than the return of let-
 ters she had posted to him.
b was graduated from Oak
-River Forest high school in
1944, and joined the Ma-
immediately, serving in
and the South Pacific
World War II.
o * *

g END of that war, he
his studies, majoring in
irst at the University of

d then at Iowa State

n two years to grad-
restry at North Caro-

~ Report Kral, Missing in Korea,
p of Observers

from a friend in Tokyo who had |/

* was “one of a group of advance ob- |/
servers lost on an unidentified

to the effect that none of the|

Japan || :
Tuesday, of last week from the

(Helen Cummings) ',
Lt. Robert Kral )

¥
reserves, meanwhile, and had filled
forestry positions in mountain |§
areas in the west the .\‘nmmm‘.\“
between school years.

He had accepted a position with
the United States geological de-
partment before graduation, but
was called up that same month,
in February, 1952. He was with
an infantry unit which left San“:
Francisco for Korea last April. In
his last letter, -received by his\
mother before the official tele-
gram, Bob spoke of his position as |

‘had entered the army
= =9

observer on a mountain, 1
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’emng ihrough serving with an infantry unit in
y from | Korea since April.

Kral,| From the telephone’ conversa-
aking n and from a telegram from
er son, Mrs. Kral learned that he
ad incurred a leg wound and t};lat

expects to be sent back to this
ntry by plane from Tokyo al-
\ediately, probably arriv-
‘in the States toward the end
 week. He then will go to
a army hospital (possibly at Bat-
 tle Creek, Mich.) for further treat-
- | ment of his wound.
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t\oﬂ'( nses under the s
promote more effective
forcement, he said

A(lullh\, Gutknecht | )
this week disclosed he has ar- |WS first 2
[angea forassignment of Al-'|Park Tuesday for the
bert Hofftman, a regular member | 1N Of the new system
of his staff, to the Oak Park dis-
trict.
Gutknecht pointed out the move
should also be a convenience to
the public generally, since citizens
to contact the state's i
torney's office will be saved a trip |
|ro Chicago in many instances. The
ssistant will ho available _to al],l

Gutknecht and Richard Austi
tant, will be

Assistant State’s Attorney

law and
law en-

in (
inaugura-

West Towns
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Dr. Robert K.
Godfrey (left
with Angus
Gholson




Major botanical influences

* Dr. Bob Godfrey — Florida State University

* Dr. Lloyd Shinners — Southern Methodist University
e Dr. William Fox — North Carolina State University

* Dr. Delzie Demaree
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Major courses taught

* Plant Taxonomy
* Dendrology

* Local Flora

* General Botany



Bob’s teaching

* Emphasis on diagnosis, analysis, and identification
* Phytography descriptive terminology

 Employing evidence from the diagnosis to identify
unknown plants using analytical dichotomous keys

* Characteristics of major families

* Whenever possible, students worked outdoors with
the living plants.

* Sets of dried specimens were used early spring
semester when cold prevented taking students
outdoors, and to show examples of families
otherwise not available
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VSU Local Flora students wit ericana
Doerun Pitcher Plant Bog Natural Area, Colquitt County, Georgia




XM

Plant Taxonomy class

VSU

Broxton Rocks, Coffee County, Georgia




Dendrology

* Friday afternoon, Saturday morning schedule

* Most labs were field oriented.
 Local field trips, vic. Nashville
e Overnight trips
* Fall Creek Falls, Cumberland Plateau

* Nashville to the Gulf Coast
* First night — Oak Mountain, overnight trip,
* Second night — Open Pond, Conecuh Nat. Forest
* Coastal scrub, vic. Destin, Florida



Vanderbilt Dendrology students
steps of Garland Hall, circa 1978



Graduate mentor

* Gene Gonsoulin — Styrax (Styracaceae)

 Jim Parks — Melanthera (Asteraceae)

* Donna Eggers Ware — Valerianella (Valerianaceae)
e Leo Collins — Scutellaria (Lamiaceae)

* Janice Alcorn — Flora of Sumner County, Tennessee
* Ron Jones — Aster (Asteraceae)

* Richard Carter — Cyperus (Cyperaceae)

e Bert Pittman — Scutellaria (Lamiaceae)

* Lisa Kelly — Flora of Williamson County, Tennessee
* Gerry Moore — Rhynchospora (Cyperaceae)

* Jay Reveill — Desmodium (Fabaceae) e theci
D eslis

Ph.D. dissertation



Bob’s advice

Teaching

* Let the plants do the teaching.

* Take the students in the field whenever possible.
* Test frequently.

Research

* Go to the field for your answers: The plants are
best studied in the field.

* Prepare vouchers to document your work.
* Select a group that holds your interest.
* Draw the plants.
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Misc. Field Trips

* USFWS work on rare, threatened, or endangered
forests plants

* | was very fortunate to accompany Dr. Kral on some
of these trips.

* To eastern Virginia, with stops in the Appalachian
Mountains, and North Carolina sandhills

* To central Florida
* To eastern Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri



Lindera melissifolia
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= collections in his herbarium
2 Cairo, Georgia
circa 2014




Bob, with"Albert Sanders, examining Juncus biflorus holotype
in the Stephen'Elfiott Herbarium at the Charleston Museu
{€EHARL), Charleston, South.Carolina, circa 2005




Bob with Hartwrightia floridana
Charlton County, Georgia
circa 2004




Bob admmng Rhexia sa//C/fo//a |h exsiccated karst pohd

Early County, Georgia
circa 2007




Summary

* As a teacher, Bob was incomparably generous,
particularly with his most valuable resource — his
time.

* He was patient and taught exceedingly well and —
whenever possible —in the field with the living
plants.

* His enthusiasm and work ethic were legendary. He
truly taught by example.

 \We were indeed fortunate to have been Dr. Kral’s
students, and his lessons have endured.

e Thank you, Bob!






