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AlmA mAter

‘Mong the stately pines of Georgia
Glorious to the view

Stands our noble Alma Mater
Basking ‘neath the blue.

Alma Mater, thee we honor
Praises never fail,

For thy fame shall never perish,
Red and Black — all hail!

Alma Mater’s sons and daughters
Ever will be true.

Always to thy heart returning
Dear old V.S.U.

Alma Mater, thee we honor
Praises never fail,

For thy fame shall never perish,
Red and Black — all hail!

Words by Helen Allen Thomas (’21) and Evelyn Brown (’24) 
Music by Dr. John Huxford, Professor Emeritus of Music 

Arranged for brass quintet by Kenyon Wilson 
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL CEREMONY
FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019 • 5:00Pm • the COMPLEX

ORDER OF PROGRAM

 

 PRESIDING dr. richArd A. cArvAJAl

 OPENING OF EXERCISES mr. John d. crAwFord

 PROCESSIONAL Please rise, if able, and remain standing.

 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM ms. kimberly e. milton

 PLEASE BE SEATED.

 WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS dr. richArd A. cArvAJAl

 RECOGNITION OF MACE CARRIER dr. richArd A. cArvAJAl

  dr. shAron l. grAvett

 PRESENTATION OF dr. robert t. smith 

 CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

 READING OF CANDIDATES’ NAMES dr. vince A. miller

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES dr. richArd A. cArvAJAl

 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION

 ALMA MATER ms. kimberly e. milton

 PLATFORM PARTY RECESSIONAL Faculty & Graduates stay seated.

 GRADUATE CELEBRATION Please join the graduates on the floor.

Sign Language Interpreting Provided by the VSU Access Office
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Sign Language Interpreting Provided by the VSU Access Office
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CommenCement SpeAker

Governor BriAn kemp 

Georgia’s 83rd governor, Brian Kemp, has a history of service.  As a former 

State Senator and Secretary of State, he is focused on advancing the interests 

of the State of Georgia.

 

A husband, father, businessman, and public servant, Kemp built his first 

business — Kemp Development and Construction Company — with a 

pick-up truck and a shovel. Today, more than three decades later, he is 

a successful entrepreneur with businesses and investments in banking, 

farming, timber, manufacturing, and real estate. He understands how to 

successfully create jobs, grow companies, recruit start-ups, and make deals 

on the international stage, while also providing opportunities for hundreds 

of hard-working Georgians. 

Kemp was instrumental in fighting to cut fees, taxes, and mandates on job 

creators and Georgia families during his Georgia Senate days. He utilized 

technology and innovation to cut bureaucratic red tape, slash spending, and 

streamline government in his role as secretary of state. 

Now, as governor, Kemp turns his attention to fighting to make Georgia 

No. 1 for small business through regulatory reform. He plans to work 

to ensure that all parts of Georgia, including the rural areas, have 

opportunities to grow and thrive. He also plans to fundamentally reform 

state government, keep Georgia families safe, and always put hard-working 

Georgians first. 

Kemp is married to the former Marty Argo of Athens. They are the proud 

parents of three daughters — Jarrett, Lucy, and Amy Porter.
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Self-Directed Learning Interests of Xennials from the State of Mississippi
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DoCtorAl DeGreeS

Angela Denise Smith
Using the CIPP Evaluation Model to Determine Participants’ 
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Dr. C. Keith Waugh, Adult and Career Education
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Comparison Amongst Calls for Enhanced Standards
Dr. Leigh Standford, Political Science

Michael O. Holt
Closing the Loop: An Examination of University System of Georgia 
Provosts’ and Academic Library Deans’ or Directors’ Preferences for 
Communication and Attitudes Concerning the Contribution of the 
Academic Library to the University’s Mission
Dr. Alan M. Bernstein, Dean of Libraries
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mASter DeGreeS

MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY 
Laurie McGee Bankston
Cody Austin Crance             
Adam Cory Mobley               
Angelica Nicole Maria Rogers   
Ashley Lauren Royal
Victoria Diane Stewart
Katie Marie Tillman            
Davis Ray Williamson 

MASTER OF ARTS 
Kathryn Marie Nottingham
Andra Crystal Ware
                           

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION 
Henrietta Delaina Battle       
Chrystal Natacha Fernandez
Casey Morgan Guilliams         
Lauren Marie Pope              
Kiley Rose Rusen               
Halle Haynes Zimmerman
                                               

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING 
Kimberly Eva Cannon
Arkeria Shiyuanna Evans        
Keri Lee Hand                  
Derek James Hathaway           
Jackie Wilson King             
Kristin Michelle Kirkpatrick   
Katherine Lillian Malone       
James Dustin McLeod            
Nicholas Woody McPherson
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Ashlee Diamondnique Robinson   
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Joseph Cody Stebbins
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Mary N. Yarbrough
Issa Abasi Young
Christine Zeigler
                         

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Justin Clint Browning          
Rodrick Demont Chandler, II     
William David Dukes            
Julia Egbe-Monthe              
Jared Logan Elliot             
Brianna Hancock                
Sean William Hutchison         
Jason Matthew Jacoby           
Joanna Lario                   

Andrew John Robustelli         
Brittany Shy                   
Angela Joan Uyeno              
Robert Jerome Weldon           
Nataliia Yakushko
                                             

MASTER OF EDUCATION 
Mary Warren Adkison
Casey Jae Alley
Ciera McKinnon Bagley                
Deana Renee Bailey             
LaPortia Mone Banks
Shamiece Ashlee Banks          
Anita Mercedes Baskerville     
Laura Elizabeth Bennett        
Charlotte Nichole Black        
Krysten Michelle Black         
Kammi Virginia Blackwelder     
Lauren Lynne Blunk
Jenna Leah Boersma           
Britany Lynne Boucher          
Emily Brooke Bradshaw
Eric Jamal Brantley            
Lauren Elizabeth Bretti        
Anna Katrice Brooker           
Timothy Lee Brown              
Caitlyn Faith Burdette         
Maacah Elizabeth Casanova      
Kaila Michele Caudill          
Monica Lee Causey              
Mccall Chadwick                
Chelsey Renee Chancey          
Brynne Holly Chappell
Alexis Lynn Charles            
Sierra Sterling Chason
Amber Sue Cheshire
Tyler Jared Collins            
Keeli Ann Coble
Michele Lynn Cook              
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Lindsey Taylor Dabbs
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Joanne Renee DiBenedetto
Brittney Dixon
Joshua Brinson Drew            
Margaret Elizabeth Eckenroth   
Luke Joshua Ellison            
Lisa Spradley Fales
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Angel Alexandria Hall          
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Robyn Marie Head               
Canesta Kentiya Hicks          
Brett Andrew Hietala           
Delaney Denise Hitchcock       
Brenda J. Drew Hoke            
Rebekah Ann Hook               
Chatari Angelique Humphrey     
Mary Pumphrey Hutto            
Morgan Lynn Ivester            
Janie Elizabeth Johnson
Victoria Marie Johnson         
Jamie Michael Jones            
Shannon Hampton Jones          
Kimberly Keen                  
Jamie Danielle Kinsley         
Susan Lang                     
Aaron Frank Lash, Jr.           
Jasmine Y. Lewis               
Heather Lodge                  
Cammie Pinson Lund             
Lelonda Patrice Lyle           
Arielle Elizabeth Madala       
Ashlyn Taylor Madray           
Elizabeth Jane Maples          
Britany Latrece McBride        
Tammy Lynn Melton              
Katherine Yae-Eun Moon         
Mario LeVell Moore             
Sara Nikole Morris             
Amy Elizabeth Napier           
Victoria Jade Nelson           
Denzel Ray Anthony Noel
Matthew North                  
Amaka Obinna Nwoko             
Tatiana Reissa O’Neal          
Taylor Marie Pearson           
Karla Renae Peck
Claudeshia S. Pertilla
Deanna Dawkins Phillips        
Katelyn Renee Phillips         
Megan Leigh Phillips           
Cameron Aurandt Prostko        
Justin Lee Purvis              
Chelsey Marie Radney           
Marisa Lea Reynolds            
Kennedy B. Robinson            
Dulce Abigail Rocha            
Ebrahim Mohamed-Saad Sadek     
Frank Angelo Sanabria          
Victoria Rachelle Sandefur     
Michaela Nicole Scranton
Angela Melton Shealy           
Emily Katherine Singletary     
Jordan Wesley Smith
Ronni Lenn Smith               
Anna Speessen                  
Olivia Rae Spuler              
Katherine Jones Stewart        
Stephanie Whilden Steward
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Daria Symone Thomas            
Morgan Nicole Thomas           
Ashley Godwin Thompson         
William Delane Thompson, II     
Jamie Trammell
Senica Ford Troutman           
Noah Lawrence Valentine        
Bridget Kelly Varnedoe         
Kelly J. Walker                
Ashanta McGhee Wallace         
Lakesha Collier Wallace        
Hope Danielle Weaver           
Lauren Kimberly Weaver         
Juliana Grace White            
Mollie Victoria Wigley         
Amanda Williams                
Chelsea Tequila Williams       
Jada Jenise Williams           
Kirsten Leigh Williams         
Carissa Ashley Willis
Ashley Snead Wilson            
Kayla Lynn Wilson              
Jennifer Lynn Wilson-Davis     
Sydney Michelle Wood
Shundra Jan Wooten             
Courtney Mayton Wynens         
Lindsay Marie Wynett           
Anna Williams Youghn           
          

MASTER OF LIBRARY & 
INFORMATION SCIENCE 
Nathaniel Lee Bareford         
Ashley Nicole Bennett          
Cassandra Marie Bland          
Lydia Brambila                 
Olivia Rose Conti              
Jordanan B. Curtis             
Rebecca Annalisa Dallavalle    
Jungwon Christina DeVone       
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Jillian R.A. Hogue             
Lisa Lance                     
Rachel Mary Lenstra            
Kailyn Elizabeth Middleton     
Ciara Elizabeth Morris         
Kathleen Harper Nelson         
Elizabeth Ratliff              
Kelsey Simon                   
Sarah Elizabeth Snider         
Samuel Prentice Stavole-Carter 
Maggie Thomas                  
Matthew Joseph Weisbecker      
John Bernard Willard           
Patrice Jane Williams          
Chih Chia Yang
                       

MASTER OF MUSIC 
EDUCATION 
Samuel McPhee, Jr. 
                       

MASTER OF MUSIC IN 
PERFORMANCE 
Terry Leon Andrews, Jr.         
Kimberly Elizabeth Milton      
Jeneffer Widjaja               
Sean James Reed Workman
                              

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Mohammed Jassim Ababtain       
Timothy Wayne Aldridge         
Emad Hasan Althagafi           
Felecia C. Dawson              
Natalie Marie Evans            
Alexus Danielle Garrett        
James George Halios            
Lydia Lorraine Harvey          
Glenda Lasha Jackson           
Jonathan Klusmeyer
Victoria Aimee Ostapski
Clarissa Janay Perkins
Rodney Carlett Smith
                                      

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Emma Therese Becker
Rebecca Mae Bingham            
Logan Ashley Bolen             
Raschard Bray Bradley          
Irena Denise Brown
Johnathan Ray Burnette         
Nicholas Jarelle Cannady       
Nicolas Patrick Cecchini       
Roxanne Davis                  
Breanna Mechelle Drummond      
Taylor Kennedy Drury           
Natalie Marie Evans            
Alyssa Lynn Hedrick
Taylor Elizabeth Hicks         
Jacob Wesley Highsmith         
Sarah Hough                    
Andre’ Vaughn Ivey             
Bethannie Michelle Jamerson-Dowlen
Joseph Alexander Jones         
Samantha Marie Kiley
Kayleigh Grace Lane
Ra’Shone Montris Lewis         
Kendal V.O Major, Jr.           
Sandra Marek                   
Jessica Rose Pollard
Kristina Robinson
Emily Carol Sands
Artiana Jamarea Singleton
Jenna Sneads
Christina Marie Swain  
Akelia Kimberly Thomas

Kayla Ann Waters
Chelsea Alexis Webb
Megan Willard
Shantel Elizabeth Williams
Anna Elyse Yarbrough
                    

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING 
Devin Nicole CorganDD            
Julie Madelyn Frisbie-Knudsen  
Jenny K. Reid                  
Shanna K. Strom                
Lauren James Thornton
                                       

MASTER OF
SOCIAL WORK        
Sarah Cecilia Banwart          
Byanca Maelea Beasley          
Chelsea Tyler Blackett         
Vernesha Lateva Brown          
Tre’Kenya Henderson Buckner    
Moira Buttimer Butler          
Danita Renee Campbell          
Crystal Mercedes Clark         
Chrishana Timiah Cooper        
Jarod Andrew Darden            
Sha’kiria Calicia Dawson       
Hannah Marie Dunn              
Hanson Leigh Filson            
Haley Lane Flythe              
Chelsea Nicole Franklin        
Shanna Marie Gonzalez          
Morgan Lynn Griffin            
Mary Elizabeth Hart            
Brittany Rena Hundley          
Kayla Jones                    
Jane’ LeAndria Jordan          
Sheila Marie Leonard           
Kimberly Johnette Lester       
Mary Bethany Livsey            
Harley Amanda Martin           
Shaniqua Lashae Maxwell        
LaShanda Amelia Melton         
Sakeidra Ana’ Mitchell         
Teresa Marie Morrison          
Tierra Mechele Murray          
Kerssey Tanina Neau            
Stacie Ives Newbern            
JaCinta LaTonya Oglesbee       
Alexis Nicole Richardson       
Nakita Datoya Rogers           
Latoya Shavell Ross            
Briana Sapp                    
Rashaun D. Sims                
Jennifer Ann Smith             
Jalissa Ann Thompson           
Lindey Danielle Wainwright     
Carisma Williams               
Nydrah Wright                  
Meagan Ashley Wynn
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the 1906 SoCiety

The 1906 Society is a student 
giving organization that is dedicated 
to the continued growth and 
development of VSU through 
individual gifts from seniors and 
graduate students. Graduating 
seniors who make a contribution 
of any size to any area of VSU are 
recognized at commencement for 
their participation. 

Eboni Aiken
Sondra Decarlas Aikens
Laura Morgan Ammons
Sarah Marie Arndt
Deja Symone Austin
De’anna A Baisden
Laurie Mcgee Bankston
Katelyn A Barnes
Marie Barrett
Leslie J. G. Barton
Ayana Bell
Belinda Carrie Bell
Vanessa Elizabeth Benitez
Cavigan L. Bennett
Carlos Beverly
Allison Marie Bivins
Madeline  Rose Blair
Brittanye  Sharron Blake
Anny Daniela Borbon
James Roland Bowman
Erin Leigh Boyd
Lena Marie Boyd
Maya Victoria Bradley
Brian Lee Breland
Kassady Nicole Brinson
Layne Elizabeth Brock
Lauren G. Brooks
Deordra N. Broome
Irene Denise Brown
James Charles Brown
Jarad Nagee Brown
Kaylee Elizabeth Brown
Kelsie M. Brown
Jeremine Nicole Burks
Eric William Burns
Christina  Marie Byrd
Chardoney C. Campbell
Danita Renee Campbell-Thomas
Chase Brandon Capehart
Anna Sinclare Carithers
Megan Breanna Carter
Elizabeth Kay Cavender
Karla Yareth Charles
Chelsea L. Chavers
Jessica Cid
Makayla Ansley Clark
Craig D. Coleman II

Kayla Elizabeth Collier
Lauren A. Corley
Gabrielle Rae Crandall
Cody H. Crews
Katie A. Croft
Anzella Catherine Crummey
Silas Osagiemen David
Christiana J’nai Davis
Kristie A. Davis
Zaria Lashawn Davis
Rachel Lynn Dawkins
Alexis Nichole Douglas
Laura T. Dresser
Charity A. Drinkard
Nathan H. DuVall
Cheyenne Daniell Dyson
Michelle Mattison Ellis
Adavia T. Elow
Madison B. Everett
Stephen Drew Everett
Monet Fair
Heaven Leigh Fernandez
Laura L. Fletcher
Marikka Elaine Floy
Lillian Davis Flucas
Kirsten Michelle Fowler
Kayla K. Francis
Jasmine Nicole Frazier
Elicia C. Fricke
Lauren Ashley Frye
Alexa Morgan Gennusa
Mary Diane Goodwin
Joseph Gormany
Callie Jean Graber
Morgan Emory-Jade Gregory
Cassandra Grennell
Cori Nichelle Griggs
Keri L. Hand
Leslie Annette Hardimon
Ricki Marie Hardy
Tristan Ryan Harper
Sabrina Marie Harris
Shelby N. Harrison
Jasmine Sherell Hawkins
Keishaunda L. Haynes
Kyara Simone Haywood
Parker Deal Heil
Jasmine A. Henry
Austin B. Hill
Ashlee A. Holness
Catherine Howard
Bailey E. Hughes
Harlee D. Hughes
Chatari Angelique Humphrey
Myrna Joanne Irizarry
Markevian Dashon Jackson
Chelsie Jenkins
Kayla A. Jenkins
Quanisha Tiara Jenkins

Jordan Kelly Johns
Keith D. Jones
Kiera S. Jones
Rohan Kamarsic Jones
Santvesia R. Jones
Summer C. Jones
Darius Odell Kitchings
Amber L. Kling
Samantha Anne Lanthier
Lauren E. Ledford
Jontae Malik Leggett
Gloria Mari Lemus Gallegos
Rebecca Ann Lilly
Ashley Jane Long
Deborah Lee Marine
Makeshia  T. Martin
Audrey Ifunanya Mbah
Larry G. McAllister
Connor McCarthy
Jazymine M. McCorvey
Jaquaveous Antoine McGill
Miranda  J. Merritt
Kamisha N. Middleton
Jasmin Victoria Miravete
Sean Alexander Mitchell
Courtney Sue Monroe
Jordan T. Nembhard
Zachary Stephen Newham
Maria Catalina Nito
Jodie Danielle Nobles
Amaka Obinna Nwoko
Ashton Ohler
Maya C. Opara-Nadi
Crystal K. Palmer
Sloan Davis Pattullo
Devan Taylor Peacock
Halie Darlene Pearce
Kristina A. Petty
Lauren Cassidy Phillips
Hailey English Picard
Mackenzie Ashton Pollock
Liudmila I. Popova
Yesenia A. Portillo
Anfernee Michael Powell
Jessica Renee Queen
Katelyn Ann Rahn
Jennifer Kathleen Rainer
Kylee Sumner Raulerson
Erin B. Reece
Chateris Reed
Elizabeth Anne Riccio
Johna C. Ricks
Kayla Jace Rivera
Dominique N. Rodriguez
Maria L. Rodriguez
Chasity Renee Rogers
Cory T. Rogers
Steven Scott Wilson Rogers
Virginia Faith Rogers

Ashley L. Royal
Olivia Taylor Royal
Christopher Rashaad Rushing
Taylor Jordan Rutland
Johson Saint-Louis
Elizabeth Ellen Schrieber
Katie Lynn Shaver
Emily M. Shaw
Rebecca Ann Shook
Ashlee Ann Simmons
Ashley G. Sims
Stephanie D. Small
Caitlyn D. Smith
Cara Faye Smith
Kelsey Lee Smith
Shatavia Nicole Smith
Grace Elizabeth Snaza
Taylor N. Snell
Matthew Dean Snow
Brooke Arlene Spaulding
Terrie Sprayberry
Isaiah Staten
Sidney Simone Steele
Deborah Lafaye Stevens
Mayara Camacho Storer
Jonathan A. Struck
Brittany Anna Tarnowski
Hannah Gabrielle Teehee
Rebekah F. Tew
Jodi Olesia Thomas
Christopher L. Thompson
Jalissa A. Thompson
Quintia Danique Thrash
TaMara Denise Tolbert
Carley Rae Tomlinson
Heather Bryce Tomlinson
Natalie Alexis Townsend
Jamie Elizabeth Trammell
Sara Madison Tucker
Sierra A. Verges
Brenna R. Vincent
Kathryn Brooke Vonier
Alexis Cecilia Wagner
Jazmine Nichole Washington
Jamie I. Waston
Ansley Ruby Watson
Kierra J. West
Laura Elizabeth Whatley
Asia LaShun White
Lainey Lee White
Alyssa Paige Wiggins
Marlaina D. Wilkinson
Alexandria Lavon Williams
Pashen N. Williams
Kayla Elaine Wilson
Wilma Jelissa Wilson
Jheniya Evon Wortham
Taylor R. Wyatt
Steven Chance Yeomans
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GrADuAtion with ACADemiC 
honorS

Baccalaureate recipients with outstanding 
scholastic records graduate with academic 
honors. Exceptional students with 
cumulative grade point averages of at least 
3.9 (where A = 4.0) graduate summa cum 
laude. Students with scholastic averages 
between 3.7 and 3.899 graduate magna cum 
laude. Students with cumulative scholastic 
averages between 3.5 and 3.699 graduate 
cum laude. The scholastic averages are 
calculated for academic work completed 
at Valdosta State and other institutions, 
and students must have earned at least 60 
hours from Valdosta State to qualify. Since 
academic honors are computed before 
all grades are submitted, students whose 
final records qualify them to graduate with 
academic honors, or into higher honors 
categories, will ultimately be so designated 
on their diplomas and transcripts. If 
students’ final grades fall below academic 
honors levels, the honors designations will 
be changed or removed.

 

CUM LAUDE

Denecia Shemaia Alston 

Matthew Kyle Anderson 

Patricia Arambulo 

Peyton Nicole Bellflower 

Madeline Rose Blair 

Olivia Kathryn Boesger 

Layne Elizabeth Brock 

Jose Canelon 

Brennan Harris Collins 

Emily Anne Cox 

LaRon Logan Curtis 

Madison Brynn Everett 

Alexa Morgan Gennusa 

Della Lynn Gladieux 

Eryn Marie Guilmette 

David L. Heeter 

Jonathon Richard Hembree 

James Edwin Henderson 

McKenna Grace Holwick 

Bailey E. Hughes 

Joshua Tiron Hunter 

honorS & CommiSSioninG

Jordan Kelly Johns 

Abbey Margaret Johnson 

Janice Marie Kayse 

Brianna Jacquelyn Kinsey 

Bethany Lyn Kletcke 

Gloria Mari Lemus Gallegos 

Kaylee Ann Litteral 

Ashley Jane Long 

Rachel A. Lott 

Caroline Whitney Lyons 

Ruben David Mendez 

Jasmine Meza 

Aaron Thomas Moore 

Jordan Tyler Moore 

Jaison Cameron Morning 

Alyssa Danielle Newsom 

Dustin James Noles 

Rebecca Mariel Ortiz 

Kelli L. Owens 

Devan Taylor Peacock 

Grayson Laura Perryman 

Jennifer K. Rainer 

Mayra L. Ramirez Rubio 

Hannah Elizabeth Reed 

Shinonya N’Shale Richard 

Virginia Faith Rogers 

Taylor Jordan Rutland 

Aaron Caleb Sapp 

Natalie Louise Sauls 

Victoria Lara Oliveira Schenk 

Bridget Nicole Scherer 

Tristyn Nicole Sells 

Ruth-Ann Samantha Shackleford 

Cheyenne A. Smart 

Caitlyn Destiny Smith 

Suzanne Coleen Smith 

Douglas Jay Stanford 

Esther Marie Steed 

Hannah Drew Steptoe 

Brittany Anna Tarnowski 

Erika Lynn Townsend 

Sara Madison Tucker 

Quiane Ja’Tece Turner 

Kathryn Brooke Vonier 

Joanne Aleise Wardell 

Lorena Torres White 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Kirbi Layne Arnold 

Allison Marie Bivins 

James Roland Bowman 

Erin Leigh Boyd 

Maya Victoria Bradley 

Devon Etheridge Branch 

Hannah Kaye Brooks 

John Robert Brown 

Kaylee E. Brown 

Mayara Camacho Storer 

Tyler Jovan Castellanos 

Rebecca Marie Champney 

Marco Tupaz Colasito 

Olivia Ann Cote

Jalissa Aubrianna Curley 

Marcus Wayne Diaz 

Mimsy Liddell Dorsey 

Bryanna Alexus Edwards 

Desiree’ Franklin 

Lauren Ashley Frye 

Joshua Tyler Greenway 

Maxwell Virgil Gresham 

Elizabeth Catherine Gunter 

Ricki Marie Hardy 

Gregory Hasecuster 

Daniel Micah Hodum 

Casey Alison Irwin 

Summer Catherine Jones 

Joshua Allan Joyce 

Nathanael George Karamarkovich 

Alexus Sierra Kitchens 

Amber Leigh Kling 

Hope Elizabeth Lamb 

Kyeonghwan Lee 

Robert Daniel Massey 

Chelsea Rene Mefford 

Patrick Louis Muller 

Thomas Reis Parker 

Sloan Davis Pattullo 

Samantha Lorraine Phillips 

Hailey English Picard 

Sara Jessica Pratt 

Katelyn Ann Rahn 

Jason Douglas Ray 

Sara Brook-Jean Rice 
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Virginia Rae Ritter 

Chasity Renee Rogers 

Ashley Kristina Smith 

Shatavia Nicole Smith 

Maxwell James-Michael Steele 

Kristyna Stelzer 

Hannah Gabrielle Teehee 

Rebekah Faith Tew 

Jonathan J. G. K. Tomberlin 

Carley Rae Tomlinson 

Laura Elizabeth Whatley 

Alexis Williams 

Alana Nicole Worley

 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Cameron Christian Anderson 

Daniella Barta 

Belind  Bell 

Lena Boyd 

IanMichael Christian Brooks 

Kelsie Marissa Brown 

Arisje Brianna Carter 

Makayla Ansley Clark 

Silas Osagiemen David

Angela S. Davis* 

Jennifer Spencer Duddleston 

Jakia Neshay Flowers 

Kyara Simone Haywood 

Amber Mariah Hughes 

Kellie Michane James 

Jontae Malik Leggett 

Caylor Rae Mark 

Greta Christabelle Mikell 

Amanda Rachel Miller 

Logan Andrew Potter 

Dominique Natalia Rodrguez 

Emily Marie Shaw 

Stephanie Morgan Stanley 

Laina Margaret Taylor 

Ansley Ruby Watson 

Bridget Allison York

GrADuAtion from the

honorS ColleGe

The VSU Honors College offers 

students who demonstrate superior 

academic promise an opportunity to 

enhance their curricular experiences 

by enrolling in uniquely challenging 

courses sponsored by the College of 

Humanities & Social Sciences, the 

College of Science & Mathematics, 

the College of the Arts, the Harley 

Langdale, Jr. College of Business 

Administration, and the James L. 

& Dorothy H. Dewar College of 

Education & Human Services. 

Students graduating with this 

designation have successfully 

completed a minimum of 20 credit 

hours of Honors core courses and have 

taken at least two interdisciplinary 

seminars while maintaining a 3.2 or 

better university grade point average.

Eric Burns

Olivia Ann Cote

Silas David

Jennifer Duddleston

Joshua Greenway 

Catherine Howard

Monique Lawson

Kaylee Litteral

Mayra Ramirez Rubio

Caitlyn Smith 

Stephanie Stanley 

Maxwell Steele

Brittany Tarnowski 

Jenu Thomas-Richardson

Ansley Watson

CommiSSion from 
militAry SCienCe/
u.S. Air forCe rotC

Denecia Alston
 Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi 

Jamanne Anderson
 Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi 

Andrew Burgess-Wise         
 Randolph Air Force Base, Texas 

Arrienna Coleman
 Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico

Hannah Colligan
 Moody Air Force Base, Georgia 

Cassidy Crews
 F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyoming

Ellison Deschamps 
 Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas

Joshua Hagedorn
 Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi 

McKenna Holwick
 Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida

Ejiro Idahosa
 Schriever Air Force Base, Colorado

Keimon Jackson
 Randolph Air Force Base, Texas

Heather Marshall
 Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona

Ruben Mendez
 Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi

David Mills
 Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico

Patrick Muller
 Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota

Kayla Ross
 Andersen Air Force Base, Guam

Caleb Smith
 Pensacola Naval Air Station, Florida

 Ja’Reem Stoudemire
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas

 Madeline C. Tepperberg
Maxwell, AFB Alabama

 Darryl Thompson
Osan Air Base, South Korea
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unDerGrADuAte DeGreeS

unDerGrADuAte DeGreeS

Students listed in this program are 
candidates for the degree indicated; 
students will be awarded the degrees once 
all requirements have been met. (*Honor 
Graduate, DM Double Major, DD Double Degree)
 

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
Stephanie Victoria Adams       
Jasmine Sade Allen             
Broderick Omarr Allen
Lidia Ester Alonso             
Cassidy Nicole Austin
Jarius Bailey                  
Jessica Bald                   
Nina Bald                      
Edison Church Barnas           
Abigail Elizabeth Barron       
Imani Beacham
Tiarra Chardae Bell            
Carigan Lee Bennett            
Armani Bibbs
Brittanye Sharron Blake        
Lena Boyd*                      
Kassady Nicole Brinson         
Taylar Chanell Broadnax        
John Robert Brown*              
Shantia Meshannon Brown        
Madison Nicole Busbee          
Nathan Jodah Calvert           
Tyler Jovan Castellanos*        
Alyssa Laken Cecil             
Brandon Chandler               
Justin Daniel Chandler         
Quincy Alexander Chapman       
Kayla Elizabeth Collier        
Marcus Jorel Colòn
Lacey Renee Crandall           
Cassidy Lauren Crews           
Noah E. Dalton                 
Tahjila Revon Davis            
Rachel Lynn Dawkins            
Nicole Ashley Dignan
Allyson Elizabeth Doyal        
Justin Namon Eady              
Joshua Cade Ealy
Mone’t DeJanette Fair
Violet Joy Ferree
Zaadia Nazli Flores            
Xavier Foye                    
Kayla Karen Francis
Tierra Francois                
Jasmine Nicole Frazier         
Gloria Mari Lemus Gallegos*     
Alexa Morgan Gennusa*           

Rocky Bryce Gilliard           
Della Lynn Gladieux*            
Hassan Glenn                   
Aadrien Michelle Glover        
Colton Chase Godwin            
Gabriel Ryan Gonzalez          
Joseph Gormany                 
Symphonie D. Green             
Eryn Marie Guilmette*           
Ray Eugene Hannah, III          
Justin Alexander Hardge        
Tristan Ryan Harper            
Ke’Erra Shanise Harris         
Sabrina Marie Harris           
Shelby Nicole Harrison
Parker Deal Heil               
Jasmine Ann-Imani Henry        
ZaRia Cachet Anja Howell       
Demetrius Jackson              
Kayla Ann Jenkins              
Rohan Kamarasic Jones          
Joshua Allan Joyce*             
Trenton Russell Karr           
Andrea Claire Kimble           
Walter Trevis Lazaar Antoino Killings, IV
Hope Elizabeth Lamb*            
KayLee Diane Lamb              
Jalen Azariah Lazarus          
Chantel Rena Lewis
Danysha Ligon                  
Robert Daniel Massey*           
Jamontray Mike                 
DeMya Latrease Milligan        
Sean Alexander Mitchell        
Aaron Thomas Moore*             
Anjel Lacourtney Moore         
Erika Briaunna Moore
Dustin James Noles*             
Mitchell Trey Ogletree         
Dipa Patel                     
Lauren Cassidy Phillips        
Sara Jessica Pratt*             
Tucker James Prestridge        
Jennifer K. Rainer*             
Amanda Laura Reeves            
Stefan Malik Roberts
Raven A. Robinson
Bryant Christian Roche         
Dominique Natalia Rodriguez*    
Paul Joseph Rose               
Maci Mykenzie Royal            
Nastassia Iris Sanks           
Makenzie Reed Shea             
Cheyenne A. Smart*              
Ashley Kristina Smith*          
Cara Faye Smith                
Matthew Dean Snow              
Terrie Elizabeth-Ann Sprayberry
Stephanie Morgan Stanley*       

Maxwell James-Michael Steele*   
Deborah LaFaye Stevens         
Roderick Fernando Stillwell
Mayara Camacho Storer*          
Mollie-Grace Farrell Stovall   
Taylor Sutherland              
Savannah Brooke Swindle        
Kimberly A. Taylor             
Lisa Ilse Taylor               
Quintia Thrash                 
TaMara Denise Tolbert          
Eric Townsend                  
Houston Noel Valdez            
Garrett Wade Varnadore         
Charles Carson Waggoner        
DeVante’ Watts                 
Alexandria Lavon Williams      
Jessica Monique Willis         
Jheniya Evon Wortham           
Avery Lee Wright               
Chobi Alliah Young       

HARLEY LANGDALE, JR. 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
William Gresham AbercrombieDM    
Christopher Tyler AdamsDM

Joshua Ryan Adams              
Abrar Sami Alabdulwahed        
Nawaf Salem Alqahtani          
Malcolm Allen
Philomina Yaa Ampofo
Matthew Kyle Anderson*          
Sarah Marie Arndt              
Jasmin Arvizu                  
Christopher John Bahr          
Daniel Christopher Bataille    
Preston Cole Berry             
Ashley Nichole Bilak           
Kenterill Dwayne BodenDM         
James Anderson Bonner          
Erin Alexandra Boone
Xavier Pineda BoteyDM            
Erin Leigh BoydDM*                
Zachary David Bradshaw
Devon Etheridge Branch*         
Deondra Nieka Broome
Tanisha Tacarra Brown          
Jaclyn Bullard
Melanie Hilda Cammarano        
Jalen Dejon Campbell
Noah A. Carter                 
YunJun Cho
Brittney Cobb                  
Shannon Lashay Coram           
Samuel A. Cornwell             
Aaron Cothren                  
Evan M. Covington
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Mary M. Cregger                
Gentry James Cromwell          
Lawrence Thomas Curtis         
Anthony Scott Dahl             
Lesley Marie Dasher            
Ryan Edward Davis              
Travis Donovan Devane          
Jocelyn Coral DiazDM             
Steven James Douglass          
Kenneth Harvey Ross Dunbar
Zoey Ecker
Wyketa Necole Evans            
Godfrey Okeize Ezeigbo         
Jeffrey Brendan Fleming        
Ryan Nicholas Fuller           
Courtney Nicole Gibbs          
Jacob Taylor Brian Gingell
Callie Jean Graber             
Yesenia Guerrero Granados
Andrew Gray                    
JaVonte Daron Green            
Maxwell Virgil GreshamDM*         
Aaron O’Brian Hall-Cummins     
Aaron Louis Hardnett           
Noah Scott Harnevious
Taylor Gray HartenbachDM         
Suhayb Hasoneh                 
Taylor Everette Hawthorne
Kyara Simone Haywood*           
Kristen Michelle HeatterDM      
Hassan Aladdin Heikal          
Ezekiel Mark Hembree           
Jonathon Richard Hembree*       
John William Herring           
Kory John Hickox               
Austin Bernard Hill
Daniel Micah Hodum*             
Ashlee Amari Holness-Josephs   
Malik LaShawn Horton           
Tory Dajanae Howard            
August Lee-Shea Huckleberry    
Joshua Tiron Hunter*            
Keimon Kornelius Jackson       
Julian Stephon Johnson
Kenneth Dwayne Johnson
Latigra Ernestine Johnson      
Reyuna Lacole Johnson          
Victor Channing Johnson        
Kiera Shaquree JonesDM

Byunggak Kim
Darius Odell Kitchings         
Christopher Kyle Lambert       
Kyeonghwan Lee*                 
Yerin Lee
Jontae Malik Leggett*           
Olivia Anne Lewis              
Thomas Edward Lewis            
Taylor Mae Luttenton           
Quitiana nesche Mann

Heather Nicole Marshall        
Michael John Matthews          
Matthew Bentley McCraine       
Jazmyn Ayanna McIntosh         
Blaze Alexander McNeely        
Andrew Gene Meier
Colin Julian Meyer             
Kamisha Nichole Middleton      
Landon Killian Miley           
Melissa Gordon Mills           
Jacorey Xavier Moon            
Jordan Tyler Moore*             
Samantha Mora                  
Caleb Allen Morgan, Jr.
Winston Cleveland Morgan
Michael Ryan Myers             
Zachary Stephen Newham         
Zachary James Nordone          
Ryan Timothy NortonDM

Quincy Odira Nwabude           
Angela N. OkoroDM                
Tanieka Shaniece Paige         
Asya Renee Parks               
Alec Bryn Parten               
Areana D. Pate                 
Raj M. Patel                   
Tejasvi Patel                  
Brianne E. Pattillo            
Andrew Gunnar Penuel           
Kira Elaine Post               
Meyon Shanee Printup           
Jessica Renee’ QueenDM           
Caitlin Ann Ray                
Johnathon Chris Reddick
Andrea Reed                    
Sara Brook-Jean Rice*           
Rayonna Renee Robinson         
Cory Taylor Rogers
Olivia Taylor Royal            
Matheus C. Santos              
Benjamin Shane Schmitt
Kaylah Scott
Cole Everett Segraves          
Zoie Yvette Sheard             
Rebecca Ann Shook
Julia Kaitlin Sienkiewicz      
Crystal Howell Singletary
Ashlee Elizabeth SmithDM

Bernard James Smith            
Mary Alice SmootDM               
Carra Anne Stalvey             
Sidney Simone Steele           
Kristyna Stelzer*               
Brittni Tiana Stewart          
Jeffery Stokes
Saige Mone’t Stokes            
Ryan Keith Stone
John Austin Stripling          
Samuel Elijah Stripling        

Jonathan Alexander StruckDM      
Jordan Xavier Surat-Jones      
Chance Benjamin Taylor
Christopher Levon Thompson, Jr.
Freddy Thompson                
Kianna Alexis Thompson         
Joan Naomi Tillman             
Deniz Tolgay                   
Sara Madison Tucker*            
Colten Frank Upson             
Jesus Valencia                 
Spencer Wesley Walker
Bradley Richard Waters         
Andrew Guy Williamson
Trenton Deion Williams         
Wilma Jelissa WilsonDM           
Destiny Rashon Wiseman         
Alana Nicole Worley*            
Michael Deen Worley            
Macy Dakota YoungbloodDM

Tanner Thomas Zant

JAMES L. & DOROTHY H. 
DEWAR COLLEGE
OF EDUCATION &
HUMAN SERVICES 
Christa Amelia Abel            
Tristan Louis Abend            
Destini M. Adams
Erika Kelly Alexander          
Laura Morgan Ammons            
Alyssa Anderson                
Ashley Lynn Anderson           
Cameron Christian Anderson*     
Davone Patrice Anduze          
Christine Cooper Anthony       
Patricia Arambulo*              
Kirbi Layne Arnold*             
Prentiss Lorraine Bacon        
Mallorie Lynn Barker           
Katelyn Ann Barnes             
Daniella BartaDD*                 
Cody M. Beezley
Vanessa Elizabeth Benitez      
Allison Marie Bivins*           
Olivia Kathryn Boesger*         
Katie Madison Booth
Anny Daniela Borbon            
Maya Victoria Bradley*          
Brian Lee Breland              
Layne Elizabeth Brock*          
Hannah Kaye Brooks*             
IanMichael Christian Brooks*    
Lauren Grace Brooks            
Chelsea L. Brown               
Dorishay Shenell Brown         
Jalisa Inez Brown              
Kaylee E. Brown*                
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Kelsie Marissa Brown*           
Moses Malone Brown
Jeremine Nicole Burks          
Christina Marie Byrd           
Ty’metra Shu’kuria Calhoun     
Megan Ashley Cannon            
Anna Sinclare Carithers        
Arisje Brianna Carter*          
Megan Breanna Carter           
Elizabeth Kay Cavender         
Rebecca Marie Champney*         
Karla Yareth Charles           
Drew T. Childers               
Jessica Cid                    
Makayla A. Clark*               
Tiffany Hunter Cohen
Arrienna Dominique Coleman     
Courtney Leigh Coleman         
Kendall Leigh Collier          
Allison M. Cook                
Madelyn Ann Corazza
Olivia Ann Cote*                
Kayla Lynn Coulter             
Emily Anne Cox*                 
Katie Ann Croft                
Kacee Renee Crosby             
Edward Louis Culpepper, Jr.      
LaRon Logan Curtis*             
Angela S. Davis*                
Zaria Lashawn Davis            
Marcus Wayne Diaz*              
Cathryn Donnelly               
Mimsy Liddell Dorsey*           
Laura Theresa Dresser          
Charity Alexis Drinkard        
Jennifer Spencer Duddleston*    
Kaia J. Duff
Bryanna Alexus Edwards*         
Da’Neesha Dysha Edwards        
Malayshia Janesia Edwards      
Michelle Mattison Ellis        
Ameboe Charite Emlor           
Shayla Paige Enman
Ryan Gene Ennis                
Joshua Walter Ernst            
Heaven Leigh Fernandez         
Marikka Elaine Floy            
Lillian Davis Flucas           
Elise Destiny Fluellen         
Kirsten Michelle Fowler        
Desiree’ Franklin*              
Elicia Carol Fricke            
Brittany Loren Fronebarger     
Lauren Ashley Frye*             
Karolina Funderburk            
Shannon Goeckel                
Audra Catherine Gosnell        
Morgan Emory-Jade Gregory      

George B. Griffin              
Wiley Melvin Griffin, IV
Cori Nichelle Griggs           
Elizabeth Catherine Gunter*     
Aimee Renee’ Hall              
Jessica Michelle Hall          
Leslie Annette Hardimon        
Ricki Marie Hardy*              
Claire Katherine Harper        
Cheyenne Nicole Harrison
Gregory Hasecuster*             
Kelly Morgan Henderson         
Ronald Bruce Herrington
Latisha Hines                  
McKenna Grace Holwick*          
Catherine Elizabeth Howard     
Miranda Lynn Huff              
Bailey E. Hughes*               
Harlee Dale Hughes             
Jessica Irene Hughes           
Myrna Joanne Irizarry          
Casey Alison Irwin*             
Femaria Beniece Jackson        
Kellie Michane James*           
Samantha Rachel James          
Quanisha Tiara Jenkins
Skyla Bionca Jenkins
Kasie Lynn Johnson             
Laura Jayne Johnson            
Ashley Leanna Jones
Dillon C. Jones                
Santresia Renee Jones
Summer Catherine Jones*         
Nathanael George Karamarkovich* 
Janice Marie Kayse*             
Bethany Lyn Kletcke*            
Amber Leigh Kling*              
Nicholas Edward Lavery         
Lauren Elizabeth Ledford       
Elizabeth Frances Lewis        
Tierra Daniele Lewis           
Rebecca Ann Lilly              
Paige Nicole Lindsley          
Richard LinkousDD                
Barbara Denise Little          
Shameka Markay Littleton       
David E. Lloyd                 
Ashley Jane Long*               
Rachel A. Lott*                 
Ashley Rose Luchik             
Trenton N. Luman               
Logan Leigh Mallory            
Kristen Taylor Manfredi        
Kadesha Jonae’ Manuel          
Makeshia T. Martin
Caroline Patricia McClain      
Macee Sumner McLain            
Chelsea Rene Mefford*           

Danielle James Merritt         
Matthew Allen Merritt
Miranda Jane Merritt
Jasmine Meza*                   
Christina Oluseyi Miller       
Kayla Ayanna Milline           
Delaney Rae Mueller            
Alyssa Danielle Newsom*         
Maria Catalina Nito            
Austin Bryant Oliver           
Catlyn Page
Devan Taylor Peacock*           
Robert Joseph Pecenka
Diana Laura Campos Pena
Samantha Lorraine Phillips*     
Hailey English Picard*          
Kylee Raulerson                
Chateris Markesia ReedDD         
Mary Marie Reinhardt           
Madison Elizabeth Reynolds     
Elizabeth Anne Riccio          
Raven Danielle Richard         
Richard Wayne Anthony Rickman, II
Virginia Rae Ritter*            
Lindsey Brianne Robinson
Chasity Renee Rogers*           
Steven Scott Rogers            
Virginia Faith Rogers*          
Brandy Nicole Rollins          
Taylor Jordan Rutland*          
Aaron Caleb Sapp*               
Natalie Louise Sauls*           
Elizabeth Ellen Schrieber      
Camille Elaina Sellers         
Katie Lynn Shaver              
Emily Marie Shaw*               
O’Bryan Marquese Shelley       
Ashlee Ann Simmons             
Jacob Aaron Sirmons
Jared Michael Slaughter
Austin Lenora Smith            
Caitlyn Destiny Smith*          
Johnna Smith                   
Kelsey Lee Smith               
Amber Melise Snider
Brooke Arlene Spaulding        
Kenan Spears                   
Douglas Jay Stanford*           
Morgan Cameron Stanley
Esther Marie Steed*             
Hannah Drew Steptoe*            
Leah Suzanne Stratton          
Madison Lynn Stubbs            
Amanda Lee Sumner
Leah Ashley Sutton             
Brittany Anna Tarnowski*        
Ansley Marisse Taylor          
Jessica Kimsey Taylor          
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Laina Margaret Taylor*          
Hannah Gabrielle Teehee*        
Rebekah Faith Tew*              
Alana Carolina Thigpen         
Celeste A’naye Thomas          
Jodi Olesia Thomas
Timmothy Michael Tillman       
Jonathan J. G. K. Tomberlin*    
Carley Rae Tomlinson*           
Natalie Alexis Townsend
Tyler Velez                    
Alexander Louis Venditti
Sierra Alexis Verges           
Megan Elizabeth Vranek         
Alexis Cecilia Wagner          
K-CI Samone Walker             
Stephanie Aleah Walker
Lauren Anslie Warren           
Ansley Ruby Watson*             
Laura Elizabeth Whatley*
Colby Lynn Wheeler        
Joynae Dechae Whitehurst       
Melba Whiteside                
Alyssa Paige Wiggins           
Heidi M. Wigley                
Alexis Williams*                
Corsandra Williams
Alexis Lauren Willis
Kayla Elaine Wilson            
Kiarah Dominique Woodard
Heather Ladonna Woods          
Malena Nichole Wright          
Steven Chance Yeomans          
Lina Flor Paclibar Young

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
& SOCIAL SCIENCES
Heather Weaver Adams           
Eboni Kia Ali Aiken            
Sondra De’Carlas Aikens        
Denecia Shemaia Alston*         
Taryn Nicole Artis
Jennie Lauren Avrett           
Richard Brandon Baker
Daniella BartaDD*                 
Isaac Monroe Barton            
Mary Grace Beall
Ayana Nanyamka Bell
Tyler Chaunice Bentley         
Carlos Beverly                 
DiNae’ N. Billingsley          
Madeline Rose Blair*            
Rebecca Lynne Blankenship
Rokita Boone                   
Katherine Elyse Bowles         
James Roland Bowman*            
Alando Bray                    

Bryceland Jaymes Brown         
James Charles Brown, III        
Jarad Nagee Brown
Kenneth Merrell Brown, Jr.      
Reginald Bernard Brown
Victoria Lee Bruner            
Kendall Bryant                 
Savannah Gail Buice            
Whitney Marie Burch            
Andrew Logan Burgess-Wise      
Philip Calkins                 
Chardonay Cheyanne Campbell    
Chase Brandon Capehart         
Hunter Adam Casey              
Lana Moore Chalkley            
Laura Charles
Cassandra Leigh Chartier       
Craig Dunbar Coleman, II        
John Christopher Coleman       
Lakisha Monique Coleman        
Hannah Colligan                
Brennan Harris Collins*         
Kevin Bernard Coney            
Johnna Taylor Connell          
O’Kevius Antione Conway
Lauren Abigail Corley
Madison Lea Cothern            
Kendra Symone’ Crosby          
Ally Jean Crum
Jalissa Aubrianna Curley*       
Teresia Dale                   
Michael Jess Daniel            
Houston Lawrence Darby         
Silas Osagiemen David*          
Bobby Lee Davis, Jr.            
Christiana J’Nai Davis         
Kristie Alexis Davis           
Ellison Jaukem Deschamps       
Griffin Addison Domino         
Jessica Danielle Dudley
Armani Travez Duffie           
Justin Martez Dukes            
Tyler Graham Dukes             
Jamere Lashae Durr
Cheyenne Danielle Dyson        
Adavia Tonee’ Elow             
Patrice Nashon Eluett          
Engrid Khadji Elvine           
Bryce Jalil Ethridge           
Madison Brynn Everett*          
Stephen Drew Everett           
Taylor Farrar                  
Travis Fern                    
Quinci Mone Fizer              
LaTresa Fleet                  
Laura Lea Fletcher             
Kelly Ray FooteDM                
Quinton Reed Forrester

Daryl Frazier         
Patrick Shaun Gaitor           
Lindsey Nicole Garren          
Judson Frank George            
Alonso Gonzalez                
Mary Diane Goodwin             
Layne Grant                    
Courtney Green
Tyler Jae Gruben               
Takyra Janae Hadley
Miranda Paige Hamilton         
Shanette Hankins               
Darian Alexander Harris        
John Max Harris
Ntoh Shalom Harris             
Jasmine L.L Hawkins            
Corey Alexander Haynes         
Keishaunda LeQuayle Haynes     
David L. Heeter*                
Eric Karon Henderson           
Dominic Michael Henry, II      
Jordan Alexandrea Herrin       
Henry Russell Hoff             
Courteney Alise Holland        
Terrence J. Holman             
A’Ja Kilon Huff                
Amanda Brooke Hughes           
Stephanie Madeline Hulett      
Jordan Hunter-Carter
Albria Tatyana Jackson         
Markevian Dashon Jackson       
Abbey Margaret Johnson*         
Abra Tine Johnson
Brianna Antonette Johnson      
Candice Johnson                
Arrington Elizabeth Jones      
William Jake Jones             
Austin Robert Keen             
Samirah Halimah Kelly          
Kandis Lorena Kirk             
Tiffany Evette Kirkland        
Shantell Patrice Lambert       
Devonta Markeice Lancaster
Nicole Elizabeth Lane          
Robert Brian Leslie, III        
Chasity Lewis                  
Richard LinkousDD                
Jason Tyler Louie              
Kaitlyn Dianne Marr            
Traci Elizabeth Marshall       
Malcolm Andrew Mayfield        
Larry Gerald McAllister
Connor Quinlan McCarthy        
Emily Katherine McCaskill      
Andrea Yvonne McClacken        
Nicole Brooke McClendon        
Rhonda Winters McClendon       
Justin Gregory McConnell       
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Lisa Sheree McDowell           
Shaquana Tierra McGhee
JaQuaveous Antoine McGill
Lyndsey Jordan McLeod          
Ruben David Mendez*             
Jazmine Anyiah Miller          
Michael Alexander Mitchell-Baldwin
Derise Yvonne Mobley           
Courtney Sue Monroe
Michael William Montalvo       
Rosa Linda Montez
Joshua Colby Moore             
Bryce Alan Moretz              
Jodi Morgan                    
Kayla Chante’ Murry            
Khalid Ali Murtaza             
Carolyn Marie Mzik             
Ronnye Nelson, III              
Patrick Anthony Newell
Natalie Adaeze Nwanegbo
Zane Wyatt O’Brien             
Mariah Racquel Oglesby         
Andrew Benjamin OHaire         
Stephanie M. Oliveira          
Rebecca Mariel Ortiz*           
Thomas Reis Parker*             
Aleah Parsons
Sloan Davis Pattullo*           
John James Hill Peacock        
Kevin Joshua Pearce            
Damien Maxamillian Pease
Galen Christopher Perry        
Kristina Ann Petty
Julian Edward Pierce, IV        
Aaron Jacob Ponzio
Logan Andrew Potter*            
Henry Shaquille Pryor
Chateris Markesia ReedDD         
Hannah Elizabeth Reed*          
Tiana Tyesha Robinson
Alfred P. Rocks                
Maria Lorena Rodriguez         
Kayla Lizette Ross             
Tatyana Nicole Rush            
Nicholas James Ryan
Christian Saenz            
Brittney Cheynne Sanders       
Victoria Lara Oliveira Schenk*  
Courtney Elizabeth Shell-Jones 
Marcus Christopher Sigmon      
Ashley Gabrial Sims            
Stephanie Devora Small         
Kandice Gabrielle Smith        
Suzanne Coleen Smith*           
April Ruth Sparkman            
Desiree’ D. Spencer
Lynn C. Stanford, Jr.           
Isaiah Julian Staten

Christina Melissa Stephens     
Marcia Anchelice Stevens       
Mallory Lynne Taylor           
Lapascha Jajaun Teasley        
Jennifer Marie Templeton
Steven Ross Tepperberg         
Darryl Duane Thompson          
Billy Dalton Tomlinson
Crystal Christine Townsend     
Erika Lynn Townsend*            
Astrud Jacinta Trent           
Quiane Ja’Tece Turner*          
Torri Noel Turner              
Tamira L. Tyler                
Sydney Breanne Tyson           
Maria Angel Vazquez            
Desiray Yvonne Ward            
Diandre Jawan Washington
Iyanna Walker Washington       
Omari Mitchell Watson          
Kierra Jaylynn West            
Asia LaShun White              
Lainey Lee White               
Lorena Torres White*            
Ronard Dewayne White           
Melissa Raquel Wilcox          
Marlaina Danielle Wilkinson    
Clairisa Aaliyah Williams      
Jasmine Jana’ Williams         
Jatavius Terrion Williams      
Melinda Johnson Williams       
Pashen Najee’ Williams         
Dwight Edward Willke           
Melanie Rose Wood              
Tamara Ciera Wright            
Kristal Deshane Wynn           
Aleecia Victoria Ybarra        
Bridget Allison York*           
Ryan York

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE & 
MATHEMATICS
Taylor Hannah Abernathy        
Dominique Adkins               
Kierra Denai Ages              
Alexander Shane Amundson       
Jamanne Anderson               
Tyler Robin Angelier           
Deja Symone Austin             
De’Anna AuJenai Baisden        
Belinda Bell*                   
Peyton Nicole Bellflower*       
Landon Michael Bullard         
Eric William BurnsDM 
Breana Sarah Box            
Kerry Paola Chee               
Jenny Chen                     

Javier M. Clark                
Bailee Nicole Coes             
Marco Tupaz Colasito*           
Daniel Richard Culpepper       
Bryce Derrell Danforth         
Bethany E. Dawkins             
Robert Alexander De La Cruz    
Wei Dong                       
Angel Elizabeth Margarett Franks
Richard Joseph Garcia          
Christian Lieble Gerhardt      
Amber Brittany Givens          
Riley Graham                   
Joshua Tyler Greenway*          
Harlan Griffin Harris          
Jasmine Lashae Harris          
Tynisha Marie Harris           
Denzel De’Angelo Heck          
James Edwin HendersonDD*          
Julia Danielle Hurst           
Ejiro Jaraan Idahosa           
Saron Lamonte Jackson
Jordan Kelly Johns*             
Daekuk Kang                    
Jasmine Kendall
Tiffany Nicole King            
Brianna Jacquelyn Kinsey*       
Isaac Brennon Linkous          
Caylor Rae Mark*                
Mary Catherine McLeod          
Mary Elizabeth Mena            
Greta Christabelle Mikell*      
Amanda Rachel Miller*           
Jasmin Victoria Miravete       
Jin Hyuk Moon                  
Daryl Keith Moore              
Bethany Ann Norton             
Maya Chioma Opara-Nadi         
Kelli L. Owens*                 
Crystal Rosetta Palmer         
Rodney Collin Parkerson        
Simran Darshan Patel           
Mackenzie Ashton Pollock       
Julia Anne Posey               
Kayla Jace Rivera              
Matthew Cole Rowe              
Mayra L. Ramirez Rubio*         
Christopher Rashaad Rushing    
Zachary Michael Sale           
Hyosun Shin                    
Aressa Souza Silva             
Ansley Baiqiong Smith          
Caleb Zechariah Smith          
Moriah Lake Smith              
Shatavia Nicole Smith*          
Cole Alan Stewart              
Ja’Reem Latif Stoudemire       
Jenu Mari Thomas-Richardson    
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Javier M. Clark                
Bailee Nicole Coes             
Marco Tupaz Colasito*           
Daniel Richard Culpepper       
Bryce Derrell Danforth         
Bethany E. Dawkins             
Robert Alexander De La Cruz    
Wei Dong                       
Angel Elizabeth Margarett Franks
Richard Joseph Garcia          
Christian Lieble Gerhardt      
Amber Brittany Givens          
Riley Graham                   
Joshua Tyler Greenway*          
Harlan Griffin Harris          
Jasmine Lashae Harris          
Tynisha Marie Harris           
Denzel De’Angelo Heck          
James Edwin HendersonDD*          
Julia Danielle Hurst           
Ejiro Jaraan Idahosa           
Saron Lamonte Jackson
Jordan Kelly Johns*             
Daekuk Kang                    
Jasmine Kendall
Tiffany Nicole King            
Brianna Jacquelyn Kinsey*       
Isaac Brennon Linkous          
Caylor Rae Mark*                
Mary Catherine McLeod          
Mary Elizabeth Mena            
Greta Christabelle Mikell*      
Amanda Rachel Miller*           
Jasmin Victoria Miravete       
Jin Hyuk Moon                  
Daryl Keith Moore              
Bethany Ann Norton             
Maya Chioma Opara-Nadi         
Kelli L. Owens*                 
Crystal Rosetta Palmer         
Rodney Collin Parkerson        
Simran Darshan Patel           
Mackenzie Ashton Pollock       
Julia Anne Posey               
Kayla Jace Rivera              
Matthew Cole Rowe              
Mayra L. Ramirez Rubio*         
Christopher Rashaad Rushing    
Zachary Michael Sale           
Hyosun Shin                    
Aressa Souza Silva             
Ansley Baiqiong Smith          
Caleb Zechariah Smith          
Moriah Lake Smith              
Shatavia Nicole Smith*          
Cole Alan Stewart              
Ja’Reem Latif Stoudemire       
Jenu Mari Thomas-Richardson    

Heather Bryce Tomlinson        
Alisa Marie Walton             
Joanne Aleise Wardell*          
Destin Heather Wardwell        
Samuel George Whitmer          
LaMyah Abrielle Wimberly       
Justin Robert Young

COLLEGE OF NURSING 
& HEALTH SCIENCES
Kayla Nyeela Akinlosose        
Walter Amieye Amapakabo
Jasmine Latecia Andrews        
Yesenia Aridaith Portillo Bahena
Marie Eleanor Barrett          
Hadley Jynelle Barthel         
Joseph Caswell Barthle         
Tessa Bates                    
Sadiyyah Nicole Bell           
Clayton Edward Berrang
Hannah Rebecca Bowman          
Nathan Brantley
Hailey Simone Bryan
Ashley Marie Butler            
Jose Canelon*                   
Chelsea Lynne Chavers
Shaniya Deshae’ Cisco          
Devin Nicole CorganDD            
Kylie Michele Cotton           
Vanessa Leann Cox              
Gabrielle Rae Crandall         
Cody Hunter Crews
Ann Catherine Crummey          
Sara Elizabeth Dandridge
Alexis Nichole Douglas         
Jackera Shonta Duncan
Nathan Duvall
Jaycee Laine Ellenburg         
Loreli Escolero                
Keith A. Mendoza Ferrer        
Jakia Neshay Flowers*           
Kasheria Deondra Franklin      
Eduardo Luis Garcia            
Elizabeth Garcia               
Kayla Michele Goodwin          
Jacob Carder Gravitt           
Kirstyn Le’ann Griffin         
Ebony Jarnelle Haire           
Zaria Natae Holloman           
Amber Mariah Hughes*            
Katie Elizabeth Humphries      
Constance Kiara Jackson        
Morgan D. Jackson
Raneisha Johnson               
Keith Jones
Alexus Sierra Kitchens*         
Chandler Douglas Larkin        

Monique Nicole Lawson
Autumn Lewis                   
Kaylee Ann Litteral*            
Tyler Stephen Lowe             
Caroline Whitney Lyons*         
Deborah Lee Marine             
Jazymne Mychelle McCorvey
Audrey Ifunanya Mbah           
Kelly McHugh                   
Jasmine Danielle McNair        
Marissa MeInyk                 
Andrew Ross Mertson
Jaison Cameron Morning*         
Patrick Louis Muller*           
Amandalyz Narvaez              
Jordan Nembhard
Jodie Danielle Nobles          
Halie Darlene Pearce
Grayson Laura Perryman*         
Madison Miranda Phillips       
Liudmila Igorevna Popova       
Anfernee Powell
Katelyn Ann Rahn*               
Lindsay Charisse Randolph      
Jason Douglas Ray*              
Erin Brooke Reece              
Shinonya N’Shale Richard*       
Johna Clarke Ricks             
Adrianna Camille Roberson      
Chloe Melissa Roberson         
Caleb Rozier
Bridget Nicole Scherer*         
Tristyn Nicole Sells*           
Ruth-Ann Samantha Shackleford*  
Levi Sirmons                   
Hope Jordan Smith              
Madison Kelsie Smith           
Grace Elizabeth Snaza          
Crystal Lynn Swanson           
Kerline Valeus                 
Colton Leigh Vanover           
Brenna Vincent
Jennifer Lynn Vollrath         
Kathryn Brooke Vonier*          
Sunshine Walton
Jazmine Nichole Washington     
Hannah Nicole Watkins          
Jamie Lynn Watson              
Megan Blythe Westenfeld
Kalie Belle Whiddon            
Brianna Williams               
Jessica Loretta Williams       
Ria Jade Williams              
Taylor Wyatt
Shelby Zakarian                
Braxton LeVontae Zeigler

Years of  Nursing
1968-2018

VA
LD

OSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

VSU’s School of Nursing is proudly 
celebrating its 50th anniversary, 
five decades of producing nurses 
of the highest quality who impact 
communities and touch people’s 
lives every day.
 
Ms. Laura E. Carter, Assistant 
Professor of Nursing, is marking 
this monumental milestone at 
commencement by carrying the 
50 Year Anniversary banner. 
 
In 1966, Judge Harley Langdale, 
chairman of the Hospital Authority 
of Pineview Hospital, now South 
Georgia Medical Center, approached 
President S. Walter Martin of 
Valdosta State College and asked 
for help in preparing registered 
nurses for the South Georgia region.
  
In September 1967, Valdosta State 
was authorized to begin the program, 
effective fall 1968.
 
In June 1972, the first six students 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing degree.
 
Today the School of Nursing, which 
is part of the College of Nursing and 
Health Sciences, offers the following 
nursing-related programs:

• Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

• Master of Science in Nursing in 
Family Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner, Family Nurse 
Practitioner, or Adult Gerontology 
Nurse Practitioner

• Accelerated Bachelor of Science in 
 Nursing for Second Degree Students 
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hArley lAnGDAle Jr. ColleGe of
BuSineSS ADminiStrAtion

SArA Brook riCe of Woodstock, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2019 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the Harley Langdale Jr. 
College of Business Administration 
at Valdosta State University. She 
graduates summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
in accounting.

“It means everything to me to be 
named the top graduate of my college,” 

she said. “Not only am I No. 1 in my college, but I will also be 
the first person in my family to graduate college. I have worked so 
hard over the last few years to get where I am today. I am forever 
grateful for all the opportunities VSU has given me.”
 
As a student at VSU, Rice was a member of Beta Gamma Sigma: 
The International Business Honor Society and the Institute of 
Management Accountants, where she served as director of case 
studies and director of plant tours and events. 

“I spent a lot of my time volunteering in animal rescue,” she 
said. “I am part of the United Saving Animals (USA) Rescue 
Team in Valdosta. I have helped at PetSmart adoption events.
I have fostered countless dogs. I even helped shut down a 
puppy mill in Berrien County that had more than 700 dogs 
on one property. Saving animals is my passion. I love the fur 
babies and my rescue team.”     

Rice’s commitment to academic and service excellence resulted 
in her being recognized on the Dean’s List and being named a 
Georgia HOPE scholar every semester, as well as earning the 

preSiDent’S AwArD for
ACADemiC exCellenCe

The President’s Award for Academic Excellence is presented to the 
graduating student with the highest grade point average in each 
of VSU’s six colleges — Harley Langdale Jr. College of Business 
Administration, College of Nursing & Health Sciences, College of 
the Arts, James L. and Dorothy H. Dewar College of Education 
& Human Services, College of Humanities & Social Sciences, and 
College of Science & Mathematics. These students serve as the 
banner carriers for their respective colleges.    

Certified Management Accountant Scholarship, which covered the 
cost of her certification preparation materials and examination, and 
the Draffin and Tucker Scholarship.

Rice plans to continue her education at VSU after graduation 
and pursue a Master of Accountancy. Her dream is to be the chief 
financial officer of a major company someday, after working in the 
fields of public accounting and managerial accounting. She is the 
daughter of Richard Rice and Jennifer Smith.

ColleGe of nurSinG & heAlth SCienCeS 

AmBer mAriAh huGheS of Macon, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2019 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences at Valdosta State 
University. She graduates summa 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing.

“I am extremely honored, blessed, 
and grateful to receive the prestigious 
President’s Award for Academic 

Excellence and be named the top graduate for the College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences,” she said. “This journey was far from 
easy, but with God all things are possible. I couldn’t have made it 
this far without the continuous support of my loving parents and 
amazing family and friends. I am overwhelmed with joy to have the 
opportunity to lead my fellow classmates into the next chapter of 
our lives. We all have worked extremely hard for this moment, and I 
know there is nothing but success in our future.”
 
As a student at VSU, Hughes was a member of Sigma, formerly 
known as Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of 
Nursing; Alpha Lambda Delta: National Honor Society for First-
Year Students; Golden Key International Honour Society; and 
The National Council of Negro Women Inc. She served the less 
fortunate as a volunteer at community soup kitchens and Habitat 
for Humanity. She helped the Lowndes County Health Department 
provide free HIV testing on campus and conducted free blood 
pressure screenings for Valdosta area residents.   

Hughes completed two service learning-based study abroad 
experiences while at VSU, spending a month in Costa Rica and a 
week in the Dominican Republic. 

Hughes’s commitment to academic, service, and research excellence 
resulted in her being named a Zell Miller Scholar and earning the 
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2019 Alpha Lambda Delta Leonard Book Award, the 2018 and 
2019 Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation Scholarship, the 2017 VSU 
Academic Excellence Study Abroad Scholarship, the 2016 Melvene 
D. Hardee Scholarship, and Dean’s List honors. She was nominated 
to represent the College of Nursing and Health Sciences at the 2019 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing Student Policy Summit 
in Washington, D.C.

Hughes plans to work as a medical-surgical nurse at a hospital in her 
hometown with the American Nurses Credentialing Center Magnet 
Recognition designation and a Level I Trauma Center. She eventually 
hopes to return to school to pursue a Master of Science in Nursing 
and a career as a family nurse practitioner. 

“I aspire to one day own my own practice and start a nonprofit, 
mobile healthcare clinic to improve access to care for underserved 
populations in my hometown,” she said. She is the daughter of 
Marshall and Camille Hughes.  

ColleGe of humAnitieS & SoCiAl SCienCeS 

DAniellA BArtA of Iszkaszentgyörgy, 
Hungary, is the recipient of the 
Spring 2019 President’s Award for 
Academic Excellence for the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Valdosta State University. She graduates 
summa cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Science in psychology and a Bachelor of 
Arts in French.

“To be named the top graduate of my 
college fills me with joy,” she said. “I am 

an international student who had to deal with the language barrier. 
Receiving this award is something very special for me, something I 
will never forget and will always be proud of.”
 
As a student at VSU, Barta played for the women’s tennis team. 
She was a member of the Society of International Students, where 
she served as vice president from 2017 to 2019; the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee, where she served as a voice for 
her tennis teammates from 2017 to 2019; and Pi Delta Phi: The 
National French Honor Society. She volunteered in the Department 
of Psychology, Counseling, and Family Therapy’s Industrial-
Organizational Research Lab and with Alzheimer’s Caregiver Time-
Out of Valdosta. She presented research on the psychological effects 
in sports during the 2019 Undergraduate Research Symposium.   

Barta’s commitment to academic, service, research, and athletic 
excellence resulted in her being recognized on the Dean’s List 

every semester and earning the 2018 and 2019 Student-Athlete 
Academic Award, the 2019 Excellence in the Achievement of the 
French Language and Francophone Cultures Book Award, the 
2017 and 2018 Student-Athlete Academic Spotlight Award, and a 
full tennis scholarship.  

Barta plans to pursue a master’s degree in industrial-organizational 
psychology and work in the field of human resources or consulting. 
She is the daughter of Daniel and Anca Barta.

ColleGe of SCienCe & mAthemAtiCS 

AmAnDA rAChel miller of Leesburg, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2019 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the College of Science 
and Mathematics at Valdosta State 
University. She graduates summa cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science in 
biology and a minor in chemistry.

“I hope that I have made my parents 
proud, and I am thankful to them for 
investing in me and my future,” said the 
daughter of Lee and Jina Miller.

 
As a student at VSU, Miller played intramural volleyball and flag 
football, worked as a personal trainer at Sculpt 24 Fitness and 
as a medical assistant with Dr. Ben Hogan’s family practice and 
sports medicine office, and served as a hospice volunteer. She 
conducted research on the molecular genetics of Aedes, a genus of 
mosquitoes originally found in tropical and subtropical zones but 
now found on nearly every continent, with Dr. Eric Chambers, an 
associate professor in the Department of Biology who specializes in 
infectious diseases.     

Miller’s commitment to academic, service, and research excellence 
resulted in her earning a spot on the Dean’s List every semester, the 
2018 Walter and Dorothy Salter Scholarship, and the 2015-2016 
Dean’s Scholarship. She was recognized for having the highest 
grade point average in her sorority, the Kappa Beta Chapter of Phi 
Mu, and she took home wing-eating champion honors at the Psi 
Lambda Chapter of Chi Omega’s 2017 Wings for Wishes fundraiser 
benefitting the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America.

Miller plans to continue her education after graduation and pursue a 
career as a physician assistant in the United States Navy. 

continued on page 22
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ColleGe of the ArtS 

StephAnie morGAn StAnley of 
Vidalia, Georgia, is the recipient of the 
Spring 2019 President’s Award for 
Academic Excellence for the College of 
the Arts at Valdosta State University. 
She graduates summa cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
theatre, emphasis in performance 
and management.

“To be named the top graduate of my 
college is truly an honor,” she said. “It 

feels great to have the hard work that I’ve done for four years be 
recognized, and I hope it will inspire others to work hard and keep 
dreaming as well. I’m immensely proud of this achievement and 
would like to thank all my family, friends, and teachers for helping 
me achieve this award.”
 
As a student at VSU, Stanley was an active member of the Rho 
Epsilon Chapter of Alpha Psi Omega, serving as secretary from 2017 
to 2018 and president from 2018 to 2019; VSU Miracle, serving 
as operations chairwoman from 2016 to 2017, internal director of 
affairs from 2017 to 2018, and overall director from 2018 to 2019; 
the Honors Student Association, serving as recruitment chairwoman 
from 2016 to 2017 and public relations chairwoman from 2017 to 
2018; the VSU Theatre and Dance Box Office, serving as treasurer 
from 2015 to 2017 and manager from 2017 to 2019; and The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.  

Stanley’s commitment to academic, service, and creative excellence 
resulted in her earning a spot on the Dean’s List every semester and 
being named a Reade Scholar all four years. She also earned the 
Golden Circle Scholarship during her sophomore, junior, and senior 
years; the 2016-2017 Hugh C. Bailey Family Scholarship; and other 
organizational awards, including the Inspiration of the Honors 
Student Association and the Spirit of the Honors Student Association.

“After graduation I am working with the Weston Playhouse Theatre 
Company in Vermont until September as an audience services 
intern,” she said. “Then starting in early September I am working 
with the Florida Repertory Theatre until June 2020 as a front 
of house intern. For my overall career I would love to be able 
to explore different places in the United States, going to various 
theatres with management and acting jobs, and eventually settling 
in a place I love to work.”

She is the daughter of Melodie and Bobby Stanley. 

JAmeS l. & Dorothy h. DewAr  
ColleGe of eDuCAtion & humAn ServiCeS

AnSley ruBy wAtSon of Hoschton, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2019 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the James L. and Dorothy 
H. Dewar College of Education and 
Human Services at Valdosta State 
University. She graduates summa cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science in 
Education in communication disorders, 
a minor in deaf studies, and an Honors 
College Certificate.

“Being the recipient of this honor is extremely humbling,” she said. 
“This award is validation for the time and dedication I have put in 
to academia over the past four years. It is even more special to me as 
a first generation college graduate. Not only am I the first member 
in my family to graduate college, but also I did so with honors. The 
opportunity to lead my peers during the commencement ceremony 
fills me with humility and honor.”  
 
As a student at VSU, Watson was a member of the Honors Student 
Association, where she served as secretary from 2017 to 2019; 
Relay for Life; the American Sign Language Club; and the National 
Student Speech-Language-Hearing Association, where she served 
as secretary from 2018 to 2019. She studied abroad in Ireland 
and worked as an anatomy and phonetics tutor. She volunteered 
as a peer mentor in the Department of Communication Sciences 
and Disorders and Special Education, as well as with the Lowndes 
County Animal Shelter and Operation Christmas Child. She 
promoted literacy during the Honors College’s annual Dr. Seuss Day 
and collected school supplies for students across the globe.

Watson presented Literacy and Culture: A Perspective from a 
Cross-Cultural Section during the 2017 Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. She participated in Building Communities Through 
Dialogue: An Oral History Project from 2017 to 2019.   

Watson’s commitment to academic, service, and research excellence 
resulted in her being recognized on the Dean’s List and being named 
a Zell Miller scholar every semester. She earned the Rotary Club of 
Braselton Scholarship four years in a row, the 2017 Outstanding 
Member of the Honors Student Association Award, and the 2018-
2019 Outstanding National Student Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association Student Award. 

Watson plans to pursue a master’s degree in communication sciences 
and disorders and pursue a career as a speech-language pathologist. She 
hopes to work in a children’s hospital, providing early intervention services 
to infants with feeding and swallowing issues and infants who are deaf 
or hard of hearing. She is the daughter of Sean and Susan Ogburn.

continued from page 21
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the mACe

The mace has evolved through the years from 
a “hand combat” weapon of the middle ages, 
employed by archers and other unmounted 
warriors, to a club-shaped staff used as a 
symbol of authority by legislative, religious, 
academic, and other assemblies to give a 
ceremonial character to official functions.

The Valdosta State University Alumni 
Association commissioned Hollis Barnett, 
VSU professor of art, to design and sculpt 
the mace. It was first used at the June 12, 
1994 commencement ceremony presided 
over by President Hugh C. Bailey.  

The design of the Valdosta State University 
mace is based on the dome of West Hall. 
It was sculpted by hand in wax and cast 
in bronze using the lost wax casting 
process. Black onyx and red carnelian stones, 
representing the University’s colors, are set into the bronze. The shaft 
is carved in a dark mahogany. The mahogany base, is engraved with 
the University’s logo.

The mace is carried by a VSU faculty marshal for ceremonial occasions.

the preSiDent’S ChAin of offiCe

The President’s Chain of Office is based on the university seal and 
a rendition of West Hall, the centerpiece of VSU’s campus. The 
antiqued sterling silver medallion, crafted by Medallic Art Co., made 
its debut in 2008.

The first use of the seal occurred in 1955 and was used until the 
1960s, when it was no longer featured on official documents. In 
1987, the seal reappeared as a simple image of the West Hall Dome 
and Star with “Valdosta State College; Valdosta, Georgia; 1906” 
around the outside of the image. In 1992, shadows and palm leaves 
were added to enhance the image. The seal was last modified in 1993 
to reflect VSU’s university status.

vAlDoStA StAte univerSity

Founded in 1906, Valdosta State University celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2006. The VSU Centennial was an opportunity to 
appreciate and honor the living legacy of its founders. These individuals 
not only rallied public resources for what would become a major 
regional university, but they also established ongoing partnerships for 
both continued community and private support to the university.  

VSU, a comprehensive university of the University System of 
Georgia, was established as an institution of higher learning. The 
institution officially opened in 1913 and was called South Georgia 
State Normal College. Between the years of 1913 and 1950, the 
institution underwent two name changes. On July 1, 1993, the 
Board of Regents authorized Valdosta State College to become 
Valdosta State University.

Today VSU’s enrollment is approximately 11,000 students. 
The university maintains a student-to-faculty ratio of 19:1 with 
more than 600 highly qualified, talented and motivated faculty. 
VSU has six academic colleges: the College of the Arts; the 
College of Humanities & Social Sciences; the College of Science 
& Mathematics; the Harley Langdale Jr. College of Business 
Administration; the James L. & Dorothy H. Dewar College of 
Education & Human Services; and the College of Nursing & Health 
Sciences; plus the Honors College. Degrees are offered at all levels, 
from the associate to the doctorate. 
 
The University consists of two major campus areas, north and main 
campus, located less than a mile apart as well as numerous satellite 
facilities. In all, 87 buildings house the varied activities of the University.

vSu Alumni ASSoCiAtion

Upon graduation, you will join over 60,000 other Valdosta State 
graduates as a member of the VSU Alumni Association. The 
Association does not require you to pay dues to be a member, but 
encourages you to give back through the annual fund each year.

The Alumni Association has implemented chapters across the 
Southeastern United States in Atlanta, South Georgia, Middle 
Georgia, and Savannah, as well as a combined Coastal chapter, 
which includes Jacksonville and the Golden Isles. Events are planned 
throughout the year to keep alumni engaged across the state and 
beyond in order to grow the Blazer community. 

Stay connected! Follow Valdosta State alumni on all your social 
media networks, download the V-State alumni app. on your mobile 
devices, and tell us when you move, marry, or get a new job so that 
we can celebrate your successes with you.  

To ensure you receive the most up to date information from the 
office of Alumni Relations, be sure to provide us with your current 
contact information by visiting www.valdostastate.org and create 
your personal alumni account. 

Congratulations! We look forward to seeing you at an alumni event 
near you!
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the CoDe of ACADemiC CoStume

An 1894 conference of representatives of leading American 
institutions adopted a uniform code of academic dress. The code was 
revised by the American Council on Education in 1932 and again in 
1959.

Black gowns recommended for use have certain characteristics. The 
bachelor’s  gown has pointed sleeves, the master’s  oblong sleeves 
and the doctor’s  gown has bell-shaped sleeves. The bachelor and 
master gowns have no trimmings. The doctor’s  gown is faced down 
the front with black velvet with three bars of the same across the 
sleeves. The velvet may be the color distinction of the subject to 
which the  pertains, agreeing in color with the edging of the hood.

For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctor’s gowns, 
edging of hoods and tassels of caps, colors associated with different 
subjects are: Agriculture, Maize; Arts, Letters, Humanities, White; 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business, Drab; Economics, Copper; 
Education, Light Blue; Fine Arts, Brown; Journalism, Crimson; 
Law, Purple; Library Science, Lemon; Music, Pink; Nursing, 
Apricot; Speech, Silver Gray; Philosophy, Dark Blue; Physical 
Education, Sage Green; Public Administration, Peacock Blue; Public 
Health, Salmon Pink; Science, Golden Yellow; Social Work, Citron; 
Theology, Scarlet.

The bachelor’s  hood length is three feet, the master’s  is three and 
one-half feet; and the doctor’s  is four feet. The hood for the latter 
has panels at the side. The hoods are lined with the official color or 
colors of the college or university which conferred the ; more than 
one color is shown by the division of the field color.

The hood binding or edging is velvet or velveteen, in widths 
of two, three and five inches for the bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctor’s respectively. The color of the edging should be distinctive 
of the subject to which the  pertains. The black academic cap is 
usually shaped like a mortar board. The tassel is black or the color 
appropriate to the subject to which the  pertains. The only exception 
is the doctor’s cap which may have its tassel of gold thread.

(Prepared by Louis E. Schmier, Professor of History)                                                                                                                  

BoArD of reGentS

The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia was 
created in 1931 as a part of a reorganization of Georgia’s state 
government. With this act, public higher education in Georgia was 
unified for the first time under a single governing and management 
authority. The governor appoints members of the Board to a seven 
year term and regents may be reappointed to subsequent terms by a 
sitting governor. Regents donate their time and expertise to serve the 
state through their governance of the University System of Georgia – 
the position is a voluntary one without financial remuneration. Today 
the Board of Regents is composed of 19 members, five of whom are 
appointed from the state-at-large, and one from each of the state’s 
14 congressional districts. The Board elects a chancellor who serves 
as its chief executive officer and the chief administrative officer of the 
University System. The Board oversees the colleges and universities 
that comprise the University System of Georgia, and has oversight of 
the Georgia Archives Service and the Georgia Public Library.

Dr. Steve wriGley

chAncellor

BoArD of reGentS

• c. deAn AlFord, P.e.
• w. Allen gudenrAth

• erin hAmes

• bArbArA riverA holmes

• JAmes m. hull

• lAurA mArsh

• neil l. Pruitt, Jr.
• sAchin shAilendrA

• kessel d. stelling, Jr.
• richArd l. tucker

• PhiliP A. wilheit, sr.
• chris cummiskey

• c. thomAs hoPkins, Jr., md
• donAld m. leebern, Jr.
• sArAh-elizAbeth reed

• e. scott smith

• benJAmin J. tArbutton iii
• thomAs rogers wAde

• don l. wAters


