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The 'civics | esson' should have been given in its entirety in the

m nut es. However, | know how difficulty transcription is. Luckily, I
remenber nost of it. | would like this added to the next minutes as an
addendum or included as a correction. thanks. jane

I was having lunch with sone friends and the conversation turned to
the senate. Actually they were | aughi ng about having to approve another

schedule. | said that a friend had served on the conmttee and he said
that there were so nmany constituencies that it was inpossible to satisfy
themall. You had to say no to sonebody and that neant that soneone was

al ways di ssasti sfied.

One person said, "Can they do that?" | asked, "Can they do what?"
"Can they say no?" "OF course," | said. "IN fact that commttee was one
of the first to say no to the adm nistration." "Wat happened," she
asked. "NO hi ng happened. School opened and everybody showed up on the
desi gnat ed days."

The conversation then went on to discuss the general defects of the
senate: it won't hear sone issues, it's afraid to act; it just
rubber st anps, etc. What has brought ne to ny feet today, however, was a
stat enent by sonmeone saying that she just didn't understand how the
senate worked. O K., folks. I amnow going to show you how t he senate
wor ks.

Dr. Boyd, would you place on the agenda for the Executive Committee
neeting a request that the Athletic Department find a NONSEXTI ST
substitute for the Blazer Grls> What is going to happen now is that
the appropriate commttee will consider the issue. It may cone back and
say there is no nonsextist way to recruit football players. But if it
says the Athletic Departnent nust find a nonsextist way to recruit
football players, the the Athletic Departnment nust find a nonsextist way
to recruit football players. The Blazer Grls are history. The senate
makes policy for this university.

But | ook at what didn't happen. | wasn't struck by lightning. |
wasn't fired on the spot. No hole opened up in the earth to swallow ne.
The senate was set up to all ow maxi mum communi cati on. ANYBODY can
refer ANYTHING to the senate. All you have to do is tell Dr. Boyd. You
don't even have to stand up here to tell him You can e-mail him phone
him wite hima letter, slip an anononus note under his office door at

m dni ght .

(Dr. Levy: He'll probably still be there.

Dr. Boyd: | probably will.)

The senate will seriously consider any request from anybody, staff,
student or faculty. (I then went on to ask Dr. Boyd to ask the Executive
Conmittee to assign to the appropriate committees other itens nmy friends
had conpl ai ned about: suspension of the p and t requirenent for
conference attendence until they can be fully funded once nore and to
have the Institutiional Planning Commttee survey faculty for their
opinion on the direction of the university.)

Dr. Baily, | would like to ask that you designate your next open
faculty day to discuss the direction of the university.

Dr. Bailey said he would be happy to.

If you want the senate to act on sonething, TELL IT. If you want the
senate not to act on sonething, TELL IT. If you want a committee to do
sonet hing, TELL IT. If you want a conmittee not to do sonething, TELL
IT. The senate will respond. That's how t he senate worKks.

(Dr. Kelly Wells: Dr. Elza, what would you have done if he (Dr.

Bai | ey) had said no?

Dr. Elza: Gone to plan B. | had no reason to think he would say no.
That's what those open days are for.
Dr. Kelly Wells: | know you had no reason to think he would say no,

but what if he had.
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Dr. Elza: Tried sonething else. Sonetinmes you win one and soneti nes
you |l oose. That's no reason to give up. Politics by its nature is a
conti nuous process.

Dr. Bailey: Spoken like a Political Scientist. Are there any other
comment s? Then we are adjourned.)
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