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FACULTY SENATE 
Est. 1991 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Tracy Woodard-Meyers     Ed Walker                                      Diane Holliman     Aubrey Fowler 

President                            President Elect/Vice President       Secretary               Parliamentarian 

 
 

Faculty Senate Agenda 
March 28, 2013 

University Magnolia Room 

 
For the benefit of record keeping, we ask that senators and visitors please identify themselves when speaking to 

an issue during the meeting. Please use the microphones to assist with accurate recording.  All senators must 

sign the roster in order to be counted present.  If you have a senator’s proxy, please place their name tag beside 

your name tag on the table in front of you. 

 

Items in bold print are items that require action by the Faculty Senate.  Other items are for information only. 

 

1.   Call to Order by Tracy Woodard-Meyers followed by a 10 minute Question and Answer session: 

President McKinney and Dr. Karla Hull, Acting VPAA. Questions have been submitted anonymously from the 

faculty. See Attachment A for questions submitted between Feb and March senate meeting. 

    

2.   Approval of the minutes of the February 21, 2013 meeting of the Faculty Senate.  

http://ww2.valdosta.edu/facsen/meeting/minutes/index.shtml (See link for minutes from February 21, 2013) 

 

3.  New business 

 a. Report from the Academic Committee –Catherine Schaeffer & Melissa Benton 

See http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/registrar/documents/13mar-minutes.pdf 

Academic committee minutes.  Approval of minutes 

    

b. Report from the Committee on Committees –Miryam Espinosa-Dulanto 

meespinosadulant@valdosta.edu   See Attachments B  

 

c. Report from the Institutional Planning Committee –  Aubrey Fowler  arfowler@valdosta.edu 

 

d. Report from the Faculty Affairs Committee – Vesta Whisler  vrwhisler@valdosta.edu  Report on 

research 12 month salary payout versus 10 month salary payout. 

 

 e. Report from the Faculty Grievance Committee – John Dunn jdunn@valdosta.edu 

 

  

f. Report from the President–Tracy Woodard-Meyers tmeyers@valdosta.edu   

 1. Senate Process for making policy.  

 2. Faculty Senate Committee Composition 

http://ww2.valdosta.edu/facsen/meeting/minutes/index.shtml
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/registrar/documents/13mar-minutes.pdf
mailto:meespinosadulant@valdosta.edu
mailto:arfowler@valdosta.edu
mailto:vrwhisler@valdosta.edu
mailto:jdunn@valdosta.edu
mailto:tmeyers@valdosta.edu
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 3. Elections for Senate Officers 2013-2014 

  

 

4.   Old Business       

 

  a.  Report from Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee-Ronny Green rgreen@valdosta.edu  See  

Attachment C 

 

b. Report from Library Affairs Committee-Ofelia Nikolova  ornikolova@valdosta.edu   See Attachment D 

 

c. Report from Faculty Scholarship and Research Committee Lynn Adams ladams@valdosta.edu  

 

8.  Discussion  -  Relay for Life, April 19, 2013-Becky Murphy (Handouts will be distributed in Senate 

meeting) 

   

9. Adjournment 

 

Attachment A   

 

Questions submitted between Feb and March faculty senate meeting: 

 

1. Why does VSU not participate in the AAUP annual salary survey? I am curious because it is a great tool 

for analyzing salaries over time and for comparing with other institutions-especially again, over time. 

 

2. Do you know if the market analysis/salary study will consider years in rank? The difference between a 

recently promoted full professor and one with 10-15 years in rank is significant I would imagine. No? Last 

time we had an equity adjustment they did not do this and I remember some of my colleagues with many 

years in rank were rather disappointed (if not disgruntled).  

 

Attachment B 

I.  Bylaws of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee 
 

 

Article I: Name 

 

The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee is a Standing Committee of the Faculty Senate. 

 

Article II: Charge 

 

The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee reviews and recommends policies and procedures 

pertinent to the University Calendar, class periods, final examination scheduling, University catalogs and 

bulletins, Honors Day, and commencement. 

 

Article III: Membership 

 

Section 1. Selection 

 

The Committee on Committees nominates and the Faculty Senate approves members of the Academic 

Scheduling and Procedures Committee. 

 

Section 2. Membership 

mailto:rgreen@valdosta.edu
mailto:ornikolova@valdosta.edu
mailto:ladams@valdosta.edu
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The membership of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee includes: 

 

a. No fewer than two elected senators selected by the Committee on Committees. 

 

b. Sufficient additional members of the General Faculty to assure representation of all schools, the 

Odum Library, and the Division of Social Work.  

 

c. Ex officio members: the Registrar, the Director of Admissions and Enrollment Management, the 

Assistant to the Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Director of Auxiliary Services, the Athletic 

Director, the Director of Housing and Resident Life, and the Director of the Council of Staff Affairs. 

Ex officio members are voting. The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee may nominate 

additional ex officio members by written request to the Committee on Committees. 

 

d. No fewer than one student recommended by the President of the Student Government Association.  

 

Section 3. Terms 

 

All members of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee serve three-year, staggered terms, as 

determined by the Committee on Committees, with all terms beginning on September 1 and ending on July 31. 

 

Section 4. Resignations 

 

Members leaving the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee must submit a written resignation to the 

Chair no less than seven days in advance of the effective date of resignation. The committee’s Chair must 

forward copies of written resignations to the Committee on Committees within one week of receiving such 

resignations. The Committee on Committees appoints replacements for resigned members. 

 

 

Article IV: Officers 

 

Section 1. Chairperson and Chairperson-elect 

 

The Chairperson and chairperson-elect must be elected Faculty Senators and are selected by the Committee on 

Committees for the term of one year, except as provided in VSU statues. The term of the chairperson may be 

renewed. 

 

The Chairperson-elect serves as Secretary and keeps written minutes of all meetings. Copies of committee 

minutes or recordings, reports, proposals, recommendations, and all other documents are to be placed on reserve 

in the Odum Library no later than two weeks after a committee meeting. At the end of the year, these committee 

records will be collected and placed in the University archives in the Odum Library. 

 

 

Article V: Subcommittees 

 

Section 1. Authority 

 

a.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee may establish subcommittees as needed. 

 

b.   The Chairperson will inform the Committee on Committees of the membership of subcommittees at 

the time they are created.  
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Section 2. Membership 

 

The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee selects the members of subcommittees.  

 

Section 3. Officers 

 

The Chair of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee appoints from the committee’s membership 

the chairs of all subcommittees.  

 

Section 4. Reports 

 

All subcommittees of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee submit reports as determined by the 

Committee Chair. 

 

Section 5. Terms 

 

The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee establishes the terms of its subcommittees. 

Subcommittees disband when they complete their charges. 

 

 

Article VI. Procedures 

 

Section 1. Meetings 

 

a.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee establishes a schedule of meetings for each 

academic year and submits the schedule to the Committee on Committees. 

 

b.   Meetings of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee are open. 

 

c.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee may invite to its meetings and hear any guests 

whom the committee deems appropriate. 

 

Section 2. Goals and Rules 

 

a.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee develops goals for each academic year and 

submits the list of goals to the Executive Committee. 

 

b.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee will submit written rules governing their 

procedures to the Executive Secretary of the Faculty Senate and place these written rules on reserve 

at Odum Library.  

 

 

Section 3. Quorum 

 

A simple majority of the voting membership of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee 

constitutes a quorum. 

 

Section 4. Voting 
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a.   Approval of motions is by majority vote of the voting members of the Academic Scheduling and 

Procedures Committee present and voting. 

 

b.   The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee does not accept proxies but will accept 

written absentee votes addressed to the Chair of the committee.  

 

Section 5. Submission of materials 

 

All proposals, recommendations, reports, and other materials for consideration by the Academic Scheduling and 

Procedures Committee must be submitted to the Chair a minimum of ten working days in advance of a 

scheduled meeting.  

 

Section 6. Annual report 

 

The Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee Chairperson prepares an annual report and submits it to 

the Executive Secretary of the Faculty Senate by June 15. 

 

 

Article VII: Amendments to the Bylaws 

 

Section 1. Submission of proposed amendments 

 

Proposed amendments to the bylaws of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee must be submitted 

in writing to the Chair at least four weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting. 

 

Section 2. Approval of proposed amendments 

 

Approval of proposed minutes to the Bylaws of the Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee is by 

majority vote of the voting members present and voting. 

 
B II.  Valdosta State University  

By-Laws of the Committee on Academic Honors and Scholarships 
 
ARTICLE I: Name  
The Committee on Academic Honors and Scholarships is a standing committee of the Faculty Senate of Valdosta State 
University (Senate By-laws Article II, Section 3 (i)).  
 
ARTICLE II : Objective  
The objective of the Committee is to oversee and facilitate University activities pertaining to academic honors and 
scholarships, including: the selection and recognition of First Year Scholars and President’s First Year Scholars; selection 
of students for scholarships and honors external to the University, such as the Georgia Legislature Academic Recognition 
Day and the Georgia Technology Alliance scholarships; selection of the recipient of the Annie Powe Hopper Award; and, 
in conjunction with the Office of University Relations, the coordination of activities for Honors Day.  
 
ARTICLE III: Members  
 
Section A: Selection of Members  
Members of the Committee are nominated by the Committee on Committees and approved by the Senate. Membership is 
assigned to properly represent each school of the university, the Odum library, and the Division of Social Work (Senate 
By-laws, Article H, Section 3(a)).  
 
Section B: Composition of the Committee and terms of Membership  
 
1. Membership  
a. Two of the Committee members must be faculty senators, one of whom is the chairperson (Senate By-laws, Article II, 
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Section 3(a)).  
b. Ex officio members may be appointed by the Committee on Committees. All ex officio members on the Committee will 
be non-voting members. The Committee may nominate ex officio members to the Committee by sending a written request 
to the Committee on Committees.  
c. The Committee may appoint subcommittees to carry out the work of the Committee. Subcommittee members, chosen 
by the Committee, need not be faculty members or faculty senators.  
 
2. Terms  
a. All Committee members serve three-year staggered terms. Terms are staggered by the Committee on Committees 
(Senate By-laws, Article II, Section 5(a, b, c)). Terms of Committee members and chairpersons begin on September 1 and 
end on August 31.  
b. Subcommittee terms are determined by the Committee  
 
3. Resignations  
Resigning members must submit to the chairperson of the Committee a written resignation. A copy of all resignations 
must be submitted to the Committee on Committees within one week of receipt by the Committee chairperson of the 
resignation. The Committee on Committees appoints replacements.  
 
ARTICLE IV: Officers  
 
Section A: Chairperson  
A chairperson and a chairperson-elect, who must be faculty senators, shall be appointed by the Committee on 
Committees (Senate By-Laws, Article II, Section 3, (g)). The chairperson serves a one-year, renewable term. The 
chairperson is responsible for the conduct of the committee meetings and for coordinating the scheduling of meetings and 
committee activities.  
 
Section B: Secretary  
A secretary, who must be a member of the Committee, shall be appointed by consensus decision of the Committee at its 
first regular meeting of the term year. The secretary serves a one-year renewable term. The secretary is responsible for 
the keeping of Committee minutes for the submission of those minutes to the University Archives on a yearly basis.  
 
Section C: Subcommittee Officials  
Subcommittee officials, such as chairpersons and secretaries, shall be appointed by consensus decision of the 
Committee.  
 
ARTICLE V: Subcommittees  
 
Section A: Authority  
Subcommittees may be appointed by the Committee to carry out specific tasks of the Committee (Senate By-laws, Article 
II, Section 5(h)).  
 
Section B: Reporting  
The Committee on Committees will be informed of the membership and composition (names of subcommittee officers) of 
any and all subcommittees in time to include them in the listing in the University Faculty Handbook.  
 
Section C: Subcommittee Officers  
Subcommittee officers will be chosen by consensus decision of the Committee.  
 
Section D: Subcommittee Composition  
Subcommittees may be composed of any persons selected to serve on the subcommittee by consensus decision of the 
Committee. At least one member of any or all subcommittees be a member of the Committee. One Committee member 
serving on any and all subcommittees shall be designated by consensus decision of the Committee as the Subcommittee 
reporting member. The Subcommittee reporting member is responsible for reporting all activities of Subcommittee to the 
Committee.  
 
ARTICLE VI: Procedures  
Section A: Committee Decisions  
Decisions of the Committee shall be made by consensus, except in the matter of amending these by-laws, which will be 
made by a 3/4thsvote of all Committee members, as specified in Article VII, infra. Majority vote may be used as a 
preliminary procedure in deliberations.  
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Section B: Representation  
One half of the Committee membership at a Committee meeting shall constitute a quorum. Proxy representatives of 
Committee members are permitted.  
 
ARTICLE VII : Amendments to By-Laws  

These By-laws may be amended by 3/4ths vote of the entire Committee. 

 

Attachment B III. 

Report of the Student Services Committee to the  

Committee on Committees of the Faculty Senate 

February 19, 2013, Emily Rogers, Committee Chair 

 

The charge of the Student Services Committee, a standing committee of the Faculty Senate, is, according to the 

SSC bylaws: 

 

“To review and recommend policies and procedures pertinent to such student services as financial aid, housing, 

health services, counseling services, mail services, and food services.”  

 
Currently the Student Services Committee has one standing subcommittee, the Student Financial Aid 

Subcommittee.  

The Student Services Committee and the Student Activities Committee have reviewed their charges and have 

voted to merge the two committees into the Student Services and Activities Committee, to begin with the start 

of the 2013-2014 academic year.  

The charge of the new Student Services and Activities Committee is:  

“To review and recommend policies and procedures pertinent to such student services as financial aid, housing, 

health services, counseling services, mail services, and food services; as well as student communications and 

affairs, in general.” 

The Student Services and Activities Committee bylaws were approved by members of the SSC and SAC on 

February 15, 2013.  The new bylaws of the Student Services and Activities Committee were submitted to the 

Committee on Committees on February 19, 2013.  

 

Attachment B IV.  BYLAWS OF THE STUDENT SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

 

Article I: The Student Services and Activities Committee 

Section 1. Relationship to the Faculty Senate 

In accordance with Faculty Senate Bylaws (Article II, Section 3. (i) 8), the Student Services and Activities Committee 

is a standing committee of the Faculty Senate. 

 

Section 2. The Charge 

In accordance with Faculty Senate Bylaws, (Article II, Section 3. (i) 8), the Student Services and Activities 

Committee is to review and recommend policies and procedures pertinent to such student services as financial aid, 

housing, health services, counseling services, mail services, and food services; as well as student communications and 

affairs, in general. 

Article II: Membership 
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Section 1. Selection of Members 

Members of the Student Services and Activities Committee are appointed by the Committee on Committees. In 

accordance with Senate Bylaws, (Article II, Section 3, a.), whenever possible, membership assignments reflect each 

school of the University and the Odum Library. 

 

 

Section 2. Characteristics and Terms of Membership 

a.) The Committee chairperson and chairperson elect must be Faculty Senators and will serve a term of one year, the 

terms of which can be renewed (Senate Bylaws, Article II, Section 3, g.). 

 

b.) All Committee members will serve three-year terms (Senate Bylaws, Article II, Section 5, a). 

 

c.) Terms of Committee members and the chair begin on August 1 and end on July 31 (Senate Bylaws, Article II, 

Section 5, b). 

 

d.) At least one (1) student and not more than three (3) students recommended by the President of the SGA will sit on 

the Student Services and Activities Committee (Senate Bylaws, Article II, Section 3, b.) and will have full voting 

rights.   

 

e.) The terms of Student Services and Activities Committee members are staggered by the Committee on Committees 

so that approximately one-third (1/3) of the appointed and elected membership is replaced each year (Senate 

Bylaws Article II, Section 5, c). 

 

f.) The Secretary of the Committee, to be elected by the Committee membership at the first meeting of the 

Committee, will keep written minutes of the Committee meetings, distributing the minutes in a timely manner, 

including placing a copy in the Odum Library within two weeks of each meeting.  The Secretary will serve for a 

term of one (1) year.  The term may be renewed. 

 

g.) Ex Officio members are appointed to the Student Services and Activities Committee by the Committee 

on Committees. The Student Services and Activities Committee may nominate ex officio members by 

sending written nominations to the Committee on Committees. All ex officio members on the Student 

Services and Activities Committee will not be voting members. 

 

h.) In accordance with Senate Bylaws Article II, Section 5 (h), the Committee on Committees will appoint 

replacement members of the Student Services and Activities Committee. Resigning members must submit a 

written resignation to the chair of the Committee. A copy of all resignations must be submitted in writing by the 

Chair to the Committee on Committees within a week of the resignation. 

 

Section 3. Subcommittees 

 

a.) The Student Services and Activities Committee may create subcommittees, if it so deems it necessary or useful, 

the membership of which may include non-members. The Committee on Committees will be informed by the 

chair of the Student Services and Activities Committee of the membership of any and all subcommittees (Article 

II, Section 3, h). 

 

b.) Subcommittee members do not need to be faculty or Senators and are chosen solely by the Student Services and 

Activities Committee or the Committee’s designee.  At least one (1) member of the subcommittee must be a 

member of the Students Services and Activities Committee. 

 

c.) The chair of any non-standing subcommittee will be determined by the Student Services and Activities 

Committee.  
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d.) The chair of the Student Services and Activities Committee will inform the Committee on Committees of the 

membership of each subcommittee in time to include members in the fall listing of the Faculty Handbook. 

 

e.) Subcommittee terms are determined by the Student Services and Activities Committee.  Chairs of subcommittees 

will give the Committee prior notice of meetings, provide minutes of meetings, and submit recommendations and 

reports as determined by the Committee.   

 

f.) Standing subcommittees 
 

1. The Student Financial Aid Subcommittee is a standing subcommittee of the Student Services and Activities 

Committee. 

 

2. The subcommittee reviews Financial Aid Appeals denied in the first appeals process by the Office of 

Financial Aid.  

 

3. The subcommittee meets periodically during the academic year, including one meeting during the summer 

months. 

 

4. The Office of Financial Aid schedules meetings, disseminates appeals packets one week prior to a meeting 

date, records votes, informs applicants of the outcomes, and provides statistics on appeals to the Chair of the 

Student Services and Activities Committee at the end of each academic year.  

 

5. Appeals are decided by a majority vote. 

 

6. The members of the Student Financial Aid Subcommittee do not need to be faculty or Senators, but must be 

permanent full-time employees of the University who are not enrolled as students. 

 

7. The Student Financial Aid Subcommittee shall be constituted by the subcommittee chair, 12 voting members, 

and two ex-officio members. 

 

8. The Chair Elect of the Student Services and Activities Committee will serve as the Chair of the Financial Aid 

Subcommittee and votes only to break a tie. 

 

9. The 12 voting members of the subcommittee shall include three core administrative members and nine faculty 

members. 

 

10. Core administrative members shall include representatives from the following: Division of Student Affairs 

appointed by the Vice President of Student Affairs, Division of Finance and Administration appointed by the 

Associate Vice President of Finance and Administration, and the Student Services and Activities Committee 

appointed by the Chair of the Student Services and Activities Committee.  

 

11. Nine faculty members shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees to include a minimum of one 

representative from each of the following colleges: Arts and Sciences, Arts, Business, Education, and 

Nursing. Remaining faculty member positions shall be populated by faculty members at large.  

 

12. Voting members shall serve a three year term of service.  

 

13. The subcommittee shall include two ex-officio non-voting members including the Director and 

Administrative Coordinator of Financial Aid. 

 

Article III: Procedures 
 

a.) In accordance with Faculty Senate Bylaws, (Article II, Section 6, a.1-3), the Committee will discharge the 

following responsibilities on or before October  1: 
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1. Set the schedule for regular meetings and so inform the Committee on Committees. The Committee on 

Committees will publish the schedule to be included in the Faculty Handbook. 

2. Submit to the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate a report containing an assessment of the 

Committee’s charge and its annual goals. 

3. Submit written rules governing the Committee’s procedures to the Faculty Senate and place these rules in the 

Odum Library. 

b.) All proposals, recommendations, reports, and any other material to be presented for consideration to the Student 

Services and Activities Committee must be submitted to the Committee chair, who will set the agenda. 

 

c.) All Committee meetings will be open. 

 

d.) Guests of the Committee will be allowed to speak only by expressed permission of the Committee. 

 

e.) Substantive minutes and/or records of deliberations of the Committee will be kept. Copies of minutes, reports, 

proposals, recommendations, and all other documents will be placed in the Odum Library no later than two weeks 

after a Committee meeting. At the end of the year, Committee records will be collected and placed in the 

University archives in the Odum Library (Senate Bylaws Article II, Section 6, e).  

 

f.) The Committee will prepare an annual report and submit it to the Faculty Senate by April 30 (Senate Bylaws 

Article II, Section 6, f). 

 

g.) A quorum to carry on the business of the Committee will be one-half of the voting membership. 

 

h.) Committee members who are unable to attend a Committee meeting may be allowed proxies. Proxies can be 

given only to other Committee members. No person may hold more than one proxy at any meeting. 

 

i.) Voting will be by a show of hands, unless otherwise ordered by the Committee. A majority of votes will carry an 

issue. Any Committee member may request a written ballot on any issue. 

 

j.) Meetings will be conducted according to the last revision of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

 

Article IV: Amendments 
 

a.) The Bylaws of the Student Services and Activities Committee may be amended by a majority vote of the 

Committee. Proposed amendments to the Bylaws must be submitted by Committee members to the Chair in a 

timely manner for review, discussion, and possible action. 

b.) A majority vote by those members in attendance and voting will be required to amend the Committee bylaws. 

 

Attachment B V (or 5)   Bylaws of the Educational Policies Committee 
 

Article I: Name 

The Educational Policies Committee is a Standing Committee of the Faculty Senate (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, 

Sect. 3i (3)). 

 

Article II: Charge 

Educational Policies Committee is charged with reviewing and recommending policies and procedures 

pertinent to advising, undergraduate admissions and retention, public services, and registration; and to hear 

undergraduate petitions for exceptions to academic policy, including graduation (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, 

Sect. 3i (3)). 

 

Article III: Membership 

Section 1. Selection 
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The Committee on Committees nominates and the Faculty Senate approves members of the Educational 

Policies Committee (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3a). 

 

Section 2. Membership 

The membership of the Educational Policies Committee includes: 

a. No fewer than two elected senators selected by the Committee on Committees (Senate Bylaws, Art. 

II, Sect. 3c). 

b. Sufficient additional members of the General Faculty to assure representation of all schools, the 

Odum Library, and the Division of Social Work (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3a).  

c. Ex officio members: the Registrar, the Director of Admissions and Enrollment Management, the 

Director of Public Services, the Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, and the Director 

of Women’s Studies. Ex officio members are voting members of the Educational Policies 

Committee. The Educational Policies Committee may nominate additional ex officio members by 

written request to the Committee on Committees (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3e). 

d. No fewer than one student recommended by the President of the Student Government Association 

(Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3b).  

 

Section 3. Terms 

All members of the Educational Policies Committee serve three-year, staggered terms, as determined by the 

Committee on Committees, with all terms beginning on September 1 and ending on July 31 (Senate Bylaws, 

Art. II, Sect. 5a, 5b, 5c). 

 

Section 4. Resignations 

Members leaving the Educational Policies Committee must submit a written resignation to the Chair no less 

than seven days in advance of the effective date of resignation. The committee’s Chair must forward copies 

of written resignations to the Committee on Committees within one week of receiving such resignations. 

The Committee on Committees appoints replacements for resigned members (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 

5h). 

 

Article IV: Officers 

Section 1. Chairperson and Chairperson-elect 

The Chairperson and chairperson-elect must be elected Faculty Senators and are selected by the Committee 

on Committees for the term of one year, except as provided in VSU statutes. The term of the chairperson 

may be renewed (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3g). 

 

The Chairperson-elect serves as Secretary and keeps written minutes of all meetings. Copies of committee 

minutes or recordings, reports, proposals, recommendations, and all other documents are to be placed on 

reserve in the Odum Library no later than two weeks after a committee meeting. At the end of the year, 

these committee records will be collected and placed in the University archives in the Odum Library (Senate 

Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6f). 

 

Article V: Subcommittees 

Section 1. Authority 

a.   The Educational Policies Committee may establish subcommittees as needed (Senate Bylaws, Art. 

II, Sect. 3h). 

b.   The Chairperson will inform the Committee on Committees of the membership of subcommittees at 

the time they are created (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 3h).  

 

Section 2. Membership 

The Educational Policies Committee selects the members of subcommittees.  
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Section 3. Officers 

The Chair of the Educational Policies Committee appoints from the committee’s membership the chairs of 

all subcommittees.  

 

Section 4. Reports 

All subcommittees of the Educational Policies Committee submit reports as determined by the Educational 

Policies Committee Chair. 

 

Section 5. Terms 

The Educational Policies Committee establishes the terms of its subcommittees. Subcommittees disband 

when they complete their charges. 

 

Article VI. Procedures 

Section 1. Meetings 

a.   The Educational Policies Committee establishes a schedule of meetings for each academic year and 

submits the schedule to the Committee on Committees on or before October 1 (Senate Bylaws, Art. 

II, Sect. 6a, 6a (1)). 

b.   Meetings of the Educational Policies Committee are open (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6c). 

c.   The Educational Policies Committee may invite to its meetings and hear any guests whom the 

committee deems appropriate (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6d). 
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Section 2. Charges and Goals 

a.   The Educational Policies Committee develops an assessment of their charges and goals for each 

academic year and submits the list to the Executive Committee (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6a (2)). 

b.   The Educational Policies Committee will submit written rules governing their procedures to the 

Executive Secretary of the Faculty Senate and place these written rules on reserve at Odum Library 

(Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6a (3)).  

 

Section 3. Quorum 

A simple majority of the voting membership of the Educational Policies Committee constitutes a quorum. 

 

Section 4. Voting 

a.   Approval of motions is by majority vote of the voting members of the Educational Policies 

Committee present and voting. 

b.   Proxies will be allowed for Educational Policies Committee members who are unable to attend 

meetings, but can only be given to other Educational Policies Committee members.  The Chair of the 

Educational Policies Committee must be notified of proxies prior to the meeting.  No person may 

hold more than one proxy at any meeting. 

 

Section 5. Submission of materials 

All proposals, recommendations, reports, and other materials for consideration by the Educational Policies 

Committee must be submitted to the Chair a minimum of five working days in advance of a scheduled 

meeting.  

 

Section 6. Annual report 

The Educational Policies Committee Chairperson prepares an annual report and submits it to the Executive 

Secretary of the Faculty Senate by April 30 (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sect. 6f). 

 

Article VII: Amendments to the Bylaws 

Section 1. Submission of proposed amendments 

Proposed amendments to the bylaws of the Educational Policies Committee must be submitted in writing to 

the Chair at least four weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting. 

 

Section 2. Approval of proposed amendments 

Approval of proposed amendments to the Bylaws of the Educational Policies Committee is by majority vote 

of the voting members present and voting. 

 
Attachment B (VI or 6)  

 

MINORITY AND DIVERSITY ISSUES COMMITTEE (MDIC) 
As a standing committee of the Faculty Senate it is primary to the mission of the Minority and Diversity Issues 
Committee (MDIC) to promote and celebrate diversity at Valdosta State University. The MDIC believes that a 
diverse campus community is one that fosters appreciation and respect for the values and abilities of all its 
members and, where faculty is culturally competent in order to meet the needs of our diverse student 
population. To that end, the MDIC will serve in an advisory and complementary role to assist the campus 
offices working towards that goal. 

 
 
 
BYLAWS OF THE MINORITY AND DIVERSITY ISSUES COMMITTEE  
 

Article I (Name)  



 14 

The Minority and Diversity Issues Committee is a standing committee of the Faculty Senate. (Senate Bylaws, 
Art. II, See 3, (i) )  

Article II (Objective)  

The Minority and Diversity Issues Committee:  

a. reviews and recommends policies and procedures pertinent to age, disability, ethnicity,  
gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, and sexual  
orientation;  

b. reviews and recommends policies and procedures pertinent to quality support programs  
for students with special needs including, but not limited to, those with physical  
impairments, behavior disorders, and learning disabilities. (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, Sec.  
3, (i))  

c. promotes and/or initiates programs and on-going projects in order to build a more  
inclusive community grounded in respect for difference based on age, disability,  
ethnicity, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion,  
and sexual orientation.  

Article III (Members)  

Section 1:  

Selection:  

Members of the Minority and Diversity Issues Committee are nominated by the  
Committee on Committees and approved by the Senate. Membership is assigned to properly 
represent each College and Odum Library. (Senate Bylaws, Art. II,  See 3, (a))  

Section 2:  

Membership:  

a. Two of the Members must be Senators, one of whom is the chair.  
b. Ex officio members may be appointed by the Committee on Committees. All ex officio members 

will be voting members. The Minority and Diversity Issues Committee may nominate ex officio 
members to the Committee by sending a request in writing to the Committee on Committees. 
Ex officio members are: Director of Social Equity; the Director of the Counseling Center; the 
Director of Human Resources and Employment Development; the Director of Access Services; 
and Representatives of COSA and of SGA.  

c. Subcommittee members do not need to be faculty or Senators and are chosen solely by the 
Minority and Diversity Issues Committee.  

Terms:  

a. All committee members serve three year staggered terms which are staggered by the Committee 
on Committees. (Senate Bylaws, Art. II, See 5 (a, b ,c)) Terms of Committee members and 
chairperson begin on August 1 and ends July 31.  

b. Subcommittee terms are determined by the Minority and Diversity Issues Committee.  

Attendance: 
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All committee members are encouraged to attend all meetings. If attendance is not feasible, a 
proxy should be secured. Proxies must be a member of the committee. After a member has 
missed three meetings in an academic year, without being represented by proxy, they will be 
advised by the committee chair to see alternative committee assignment and a replacement will 
be sought.  

Resignations:  

Resigning members must submit to the chair of the Minority and Diversity Issues  
Committee a written resignation. A copy of all resignations must be submitted in writing to the 
Committee on Committees within one week of receipt of the resignation by the Committee chair. 
The Committee on Committees has the responsibility for appointing replacements.  

Article IV (Officers)  

a. Chair: Must be a Senator, serves a one year term. The Chairperson will be elected by the members 
of the committee from candidates who are eligible Senators. The name will then be forwarded to 
the Chair of the Committee on Committees of the Faculty Senate.  

b. Subcommittee chairs will be determined by the chairperson of the Minority and Diversity Issues 
committee.  

c. Secretary: At the first meeting, committee members shall select one of its members to serve as 
secretary.  

Article V (Subcommittees)  

a. The Minority and Diversity Issues Committee may create subcommittees. At least one member 
of each subcommittee will also be a member of the Minority and Diversity Issues Committee. 
(Senate Bylaws, Art II, See 5 (h))  

b. The Committee on Committees will be informed by each subcommittee chairperson of the 
membership of subcommittees in time to include them in the Fall listing in the Faculty 
Handbook.  

c. Subcommittee chairs will give Minority and Diversity Issues Committee advance notice of 
meetings, provide minutes of meetings, and submit recommendations and reports as determined 
by the Committee.  

Article VI (Procedures)  

a. On or before November 1, the Minority and Diversity issues committee will discharge the 
following responsibilities:  
1. Set a schedule of the regular meetings and inform the Committee on  

Committees.  
2. Submit to the executive Committee of the Faculty Senate a report containing an 

assessment of their charge and the goals they wish to achieve in the coming year.  
3. Submit written rules governing their procedures to the President of the  

Faculty Senate and place these rules on reserve in Odum Library.  
b. Reports, recommendations, and proposals must be sent in writing to the committee chair at least 

two (2) weeks before the next meeting. The Committee chair is responsible for setting the agenda 
for meetings.  

c. There will be a transitional meeting held between the present Chair, the past Chair, the Chair elect 
and the Secretary in August. 

d. All Committee and subcommittee meetings are open. Members will decide whether or not 
guests will be heard and under what conditions.  
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e. The Committee will keep substantive minutes or recordings of its deliberations. Copies of 
Committee minutes or recordings, reports, proposals, recommendations, and all other documents 
are to be placed on reserved in Odum Library, by the Secretary, no later than two (2) weeks after 
they have been approved by the Committee. 

f. The Committee will prepare an annual report and submit it to the President of  
the Faculty Senate by May 1.  

g. A quorum shall consist of half of the voting committee membership.     
h.    Any member may request a paper ballot vote on any issue.  
i. All members listed under “ex officio” in III 2 (b), may cast one vote per office represented.                     
j. The chair of the committee only votes to break a tie.  
k. A motion will be carried by a majority of voting members in attendance.  

Article VII (Amendments to Bylaws)  

a. Advanced notice of proposed amendments to the bylaws of the committee must be  
submitted in writing to the Committee chair at least four (4) weeks in advance of the next 
scheduled meeting.  

b. A majority vote will be required to amend the committee bylaws.  
 

 

01/30/13 
 
Attachment B VII or 7 – Library affairs bylaws are included as a pdf  

 

Attachment C 

 

Academic Scheduling and Procedures Committee (ASPC) 
Proposal: Revise the 2013/2014 Calendar.  
The ASPC voted to recommend the following for Faculty Senate 
Consideration:  

1. Drop the Fall 2013 Break 

2. Extend the Fall 2013 Thanksgiving Holidays  

(Mon – Fri, Nov 25 – 29)  

3. Spring Semester 2014, First Day of Class to begin on   

Monday, January 13, 2014. 

Rationale:  
Committee Members, including Student Representatives, determined a 
more effective use of school and release time could be achieved by 
reducing the Fall Breaks from two to one.  

The spring 2013 start date did not allow any time to assist students prior to 
the beginning of classes.  
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A later start date allows more time to prepare for new student 
orientation/accept new applications.  

A later start date allows VSU to be more competitive with other schools that 
are starting during the week noted (week of Jan 13).  

Jan 13 is the date online collaborative programs begin (eCore, eMajor, 
GOML).   

If we don’t start on the 13th, these programs will end a week later causing a 
number of issues for students (incomplete transcripts, delays in graduation, 
financial problems, etc.).  

Proposed Revised Calendar: 

FALL 2013 

Mon, Aug 12 First Class Day 

Mon, Sept 2 Labor Day Holiday 

Thurs, Oct 3 Midterm 

Mon-Tues, October 14-15 Fall Break  

Mon- Fri, Nov 25 – 29 Thanksgiving Holidays 

Mon, Dec 2 Last Class Day 

Tues, Dec 3 Exam Prep Day 

Wed-Fri, Dec 4-6 Exams 

Sat, Dec 7 Graduation 

SPRING 2014 

Mon, Jan 6 13 First Class Day 

Mon, Jan 20 MLK Holiday 

Thurs, Mar 6 Midterm 

March 17-21 Spring Break  

Mon, May 5 Last Class Day 

Tues, May 6 Exam Prep Day 

Wed- Fri, May 7-9 Exams 

Sat, May 10 Graduation 

SUMMER 2014 

(Summer I)   

Thurs, May 15 First Class Day – Summer I 

Tues, May 27 Midterm   

Mon, May 26 Memorial Day Holiday 

Thurs, June 5 Last Class day   
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Fri, June 6 Exams 

Summer II (full term)   

Wed, Jun 11 First class day 

Thurs, Ju1 3 Midterm 

Fri, Jul 4 Holiday 

Tues, Jul 28 Last Class Day 

Jul 30-31 Exams 

Sat, Aug 2 Graduation 

Summer III   

Wed, Jun 11 First class day 

Fri, Jun 20 Midterm 

Wed, Jul 2 Last class day 

Thurs, Jul 3 Exams 

Summer IV   

Mon, Ju1 8 First class day 

Fri, Jul 17 Midterm 

Tues, Jul 29 Last class day 

Thurs, Jul 30 Exams 

Sat, Aug 2 Graduation 

Attachment D: Library Affairs 

d) The LAC Chair should inquire at the Faculty Senate whether students are to be invited as members of the 

committee.  The LAC members feel that if the committee needs to have student representation, it will be better 

to invite graduate students than undergraduates.   

e)  The LAC members are of the opinion that the requestor (if a member of the committee) should recuse 

him/herself from voting on their request, but should remain at all times in the room and be given opportunity to 

answer questions or make clarifications while the request is being discussed. The LAC Chair should convey this 

opinion to the Faculty Senate for furthering the discussion on these matters that is already under way. 

 

 

 

 

 


