The renowned Brucie (center) and Lucy right) ... They met the President!!!! . . . relate .
their story -that started with a joke that backfired. Their attentive audience is Retha Willis.

Slx VsC Students Meet lke
YAs Result of ‘Practical Joke

!; ) By JACK McGRAW, Director, Public Relations, VSC.

TN The hearty iaughter of President Dwight D. Eisenhower is still ringing in the ears of six

tValdosta State College students who cut classes on Valentine's Day to meet the nation's chief

et;eecutive. And for }wo of the six students, the ldaughter is remembered a little louder than
rest ;

“f The presndent's laughter was the result of a practical joke—concerning him—which set off

a chain reaction’that ended with the meeting.

~ Two of the six students, Thelma Bruce of Homerville and Lucy Henderson, had their

pictures with the president circulated in daily newspapers, over television'stations and in news-

cels. throughoutl the United States. They are still receiving correspondence as a result of it.

* It all began when the Student Government Association at VSC, in formal session, passed a

Tesolution suggesting the president of the college, Dr. Ralph Thaxton, invite President Eisenhower

"\, ‘ride in the Homecoming Parade. Mr. Eisenhower was vacationing in nearby 'I\homasville. Ga.

. The telegram was dispatched. \

: mAttcr two days and no answer from Thomusville. the students were growing impatient. They

(‘~ cided to act.

- One called President Thnxtons secretary and, poslng as a Western Union operator, read
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thoughtfulness. type of correspondence inciud- chestra. The reservation sign

SOMEONE TOLD! . in lJetters from prospecuvc boy read: “President Eisenhower.”

Following the confercnce, friends. ~ They were prepared, just in
Hagerty stopped to talk ‘with Lucy received a letter from case. ;

the group again. ,Whan he met RS-
Marsha Paulk he asked: : ' T
“Oh, you're the cre vho had {
a big hoax pulled on you vyes-
terday, aren’'t you?”
They were dumbfounded.
Someone had told on them:
Later they learned that
Charlie Barnes, chairman of
the Republican Committee in
Valdosta, had wired Hagerty of
the joke and the studeants’ de-
sire to meet the President.
Hagerty advised the group
to go to Thomasville’s Glen Ar-
ven Country Olub, wher> Presi-
dent Eisenhower was playi.g
golf, and they rnignt “see the
president from a distunce.”
“NEET THE BOSS"
They . wena totally unpre-
pared when a casually dressed
gentleman asked Raymond Wil-
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