Valdosta State University

Showcasing our International Faculty Members

We at Valdosta State University are proud of our international faculty members. VSU is honored to have faculty
members from Korea, Japan, China, Malaysia, India, Pakistan, Germany, Czechia, Hungary, Russia, Bulgaria, Mexico,

Colombia, Haiti, Kenya, Poland, Great Britain, Morocco, Uruguay, Paraguay, Turkey, among others. We would like to
introduce you to some of our professors from Korea.

Dr. Jonghoon Kang

South Korea

Dr. Jonghoon Kang is a professor of
Biology at Valdosta State. He earned his
doctorate in Cellular Physiology and
Molecular Biophysics at the University of
Texas Medical Branch, his Master’s at
Pohang Institute of Science Technology,
and his Bachelor’s degree at Yonsei
University. Dr. Kang has worked to
develop therapeutic and diagnostic agents

Dr. Minsun Song

South Korea

Dr. Minsun Song is an associate
professor in the political science
department at Valdosta State
University. She earned her PhD at
Florida State University. Her research
has focused on issues related to
emergency management, disaster
resilience, collaborative networks, and
(8% local governance. She has published

targeting biologically or biomedically important proteins, such as VEE articles in Public Administration Review, Urban Affairs Review,
virus capsid and TGF-beta 1 by performing a combinatorial selection of Public Performance & Management Review, The Social Science
oligonucleotide analogues. Journal, Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management,
etc.
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Kyoungim Park
South Korea

Kyoungim Park is an Associate Professor of Interior Design in the Department of Art & Design at Valdosta State
University with a diverse background in fine arts and interior design. She earned both B.F.A. and M.F.A. in Studio
Art/Painting from Kyungpook National University, South Korea and received an M.S. degree in Interior Design from
Florida State University. She is an interior design educator with a LEED accredited professional ID+C as well as an
artist. She has exhibited her works regionally and internationally, including in Florida, Georgia, Poland and South
Korea. Her research focuses on biophilic design, sustainable design, and interior design that promotes human health
and well-being within a built environment. She is also interested in the design of interior environments for the elderly.
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Dr. Daesang Kim

South Korea

Dr. Daesang Kim is a professor at Valdosta
State University (VSU) in Georgia. Since
2013, he has been teaching various courses as
a professor of Instructional Technology in the
College of Education, including research
methodologies. Also, he is responsible for the
IT Library Media program, a specialized
Instructional Technology area.

Dr. Jiyoon Jung

South Korea

Dr. Jiyoon Jung is currently an
Associate Professor of Instructional
Technology and serves as the
coordinator of the fully online master's
program. She teaches various graduate-
level courses, including instructional
design and production, educational
data use and visualization, and action
research. Her research focuses on
designing authentic learning environments for professionals, utilizing
emerging technologies and data analytics techniques.
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Dr. Jieun You
South Korea

Dr. Jieun You is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology, and Workforce Development,
where she also serves as the program coordinator for the undergraduate and graduate human resource development
(HRD) programs. Dr. You teaches a range of HRD and adult education courses, including human resource
information systems and analytics, performance consulting, and organizational learning and development. Her
research focuses on leadership and career development for underrepresented groups, organizational learning and
change, meaningfulness and spirituality at work, and people analytics. Additionally, she has supported Korean

students in the adult education field as a co-founder and past president of the Korean American Academy of Lifelong
Education (KAALE).
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Dr. Byeonghwa Park
South Korea

Dr. Byeonghwa Park is an assistant professor in the Department of Management and Marketing at Valdosta State
University and the director of the J. Donald Lee Center for Entrepreneurship. He received his B.S. in Management
Information Systems from the University of Arizona, and his M.A. in Management from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. He received his M.S and Ph.D. in Computational Sciences and Informatics from George Mason University. His
current research areas include data analytics, operations management, and entrepreneurship.

= o
(J. Donald Lee Center for Entrepreneurship) 2| M E &I L|CH Of2| Lt CHSt W, Y Z2tAFF FEICH, ZX|H O] CHSEO| A ZH2ZE SEAL A AL B BEAL

0 = =171 x "
9IS #SHSLICH HX) A7 20Hs HO[E 24, MA2 X pHa|, I A etQLCt



Dr. Yunseon Choi

South Korea

Dr. Yunseon Choi is an Associate Professor at Valdosta State University. She earned her PhD from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her research interests encompass diverse aspects of knowledge organization, including
analyzing big data in social media, metadata, ontologies, and linked data. Her work has appeared in various scholarly
journals, including JASIS&T, The Library Quarterly, and Knowledge Organization, as well as popular outlets like
Association for Library and Information Science Education, Association for Information Science and Technology),
iConference, and Joint Conference on Digital Library. Dr. Choi has been playing a significant role as an active member
in professional committees.

[Korean]
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Dr. Huishan Yang

China

Dr. Yang received her doctoral degree from the Center for Public Administration and Policy at Virginia Tech. Her research focuses
on understanding managerial dilemmas across different organizational levels by utilizing quantitative and qualitative methods, as
well as network analysis and Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA). She received the Sam Overman Best Paper Award from the
American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) in 2023. She also served as the managing editor for Administration & Society
journal from 2019 to 2021.
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Dr. Xiaoai Ren

China

Dr. Xiaoai Ren is an Associate Professor in the Department of Library and Information Studies at Valdosta State University. She
teaches graduate-level courses in MLIS program. Her research focuses on environmental sustainability and libraries, collaborative
learning in online asynchronous environment, and people’s information needs and behaviors. She is an active and engaged member
of the VSU community and is deeply committed to foster meaningful connections in both her workplace and community.

BN I AFEBEXSERRFZANEAE - A REBEXSEERZMLMBENHRERE - #NHRERZEBIEN
SEXETAAN - WIRRSSRRZBHFENTRZLR A EZTTE

FNXETRERRS
THEAFEE AR - EEFTEINETHIMERES - DIRANIE]
BEED  BATELFEAEXIETRESERENHNEKA

Dr. Xinyu Wang

China

Dr. Xinyu Wang is an Assistant Professor of Finance at Valdosta State University. He received his PhD in Finance degree at Michigan
State University. He also holds master's degree in Quantitative and Computational Finance (Financial Engineering) from Georgia
Institute of Technology. He teaches undergraduate level courses including financial management, risk management, real estate
finance, data transformation, etc. Dr. Wang's research areas include corporate finance, banking, machine learning, FinTech, and
energy economics.
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Dr. Zhiguang Xu

China

Dr. Zhiguang Xu is a professor of Computer Science at Valdosta State. He earned his Ph.D. in Computer Science at the
University of Central Florida, and his Bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering at Beijing University of Posts and
Telecommunications. His research areas include Artificial Intelligence, Parallel Computing, Computer Networking, and Computer

Science Education.
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Dr. Beibei Lin

China

Dr. Beibei Lin serves in the faculty at
Valdosta State University as an Associate
Professor of Piano and Graduate
Coordinator for the Department of Music.
Lin debuted as a soloist with the
MasterWorks Festival Orchestra at age
seventeen, performing under the direction
of Miriam Burns. Since then, she has
maintained a busy schedule of recitals

Dr. Jia Lu

China

Jia Lu is a professor of Geography and Urban
Planning at VSU. She received her Ph.D.
from The Ohio State University. She also
holds a Master's Degree in Planning and a
Bachelor's Degree in Architecture. Her
research interests focus on geospatial
technology, environmental studies, urban
planning, and urban geography. She has
published a book, dozens of articles, and book

chapters. She is also a recipient of dozens of grants and fellowships. She has
practical experience in planning and architectural design agencies. Her designs
contributed to buildings in China. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling and
painting, with published artwork.

Dr. Chia-Ling Ho

Taiwan

My name is Chia-Ling Ho. I graduated
from University of California, Davis, with
a Ph.D. degree in Communication. My
research focuses on how people process
the information cognitively, and spans

and interpersonal communication.

across interpersonal-, health-, intercultural-

throughout the United States including at
the University of Kansas, University of Central Washington, and Texas
Christian University, among others. Prior to her appointment at Valdosta State
University, Dr. Lin taught at Columbus State University in Columbus, GA. Dr.
Lin completed her Doctor of Music in Piano Performance and Master of Music
in Piano Pedagogy and Performance from The Florida State University.

Dr. Li-Mei Chen

Taiwan

Dr. Li-Mei Chen is a professor of
Applied Linguistics in the English
department at Valdosta State University.
She received her PhD from Ohio State
University in second and foreign
language education, with specialization
of Applied Linguistics, minors in
language testing and research methods.
She teaches linguistics and grammar,
along with the first-year college writing
and professional wr1t1ng courses. Her research interests include technology-
integrated language teaching, language teacher education, and language testing
and assessment.
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Dr. E-Ling Hsiao

Taiwan

Dr. E-Ling Hsiao is a Professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology, & Workforce Development at Valdosta
State University. She teaches graduate courses in instructional technology, specializing in e-learning, instructional design,
multimedia production, and technology integration. As the coordinator of VSU’s Online Teaching Endorsement/Certificate
Program, she supports educators in advancing online teaching skills. Her research explores blended learning, instructional
design, distance education, and online interactions. She has also served as President and Board Representative for the
Research and Theory Division of AECT, contributing to the field of educational technology through leadership, research,
and innovative teaching strategies.
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Dr. Ju-Ying Yang

Taiwan

Dr. Ju-Ying Yang is an Assistant Professor in the political science department at Valdosta State University. She earned her
PhD at University at Albany, SUNY. Her research has focused on issues related to energy policy, energy transitions,
contracting management, and public-private partnership. Dr. Yang’s teaching experience spans diverse settings—in-
person, online, and hybrid. Her teaching portfolio encompasses a range of courses, including an introductory
undergraduate course on Public Administration and Public Policy, as well as advanced courses at the graduate level such
as Public Policy Analysis, Public Personnel Administration, Strategic Management, Intergovernmental Relations, Energy
Policy, and Environmental Policy.
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Dr. Joshua Pifer

Japan

Dr. Joshua Pifer is Associate Professor of
Piano and Keyboard Area Head at
Valdosta State University. During the
summer months, he serves as piano
faculty at Blue Lake Fine Arts Festival.
Prior to VSU, he served at Auburn
University and Florida State University.
Praised for his “sensitivity,” “color,” and
“depth” in performance, Joshua has
appeared in concerts on three continents
as well as 27 U.S. states. His two CDs: “Alexander Tcherepnin My Favorite
Piano Works” & “Plains2: Love Songs and Lyric Dance” released with Puros
Records and co-produced with Chandler Bridges, a Grammy winning
recording engineer, were praised as “full of intensity and commitment” and
“brilliant and original.” Joshua is the founding member of several chamber
ensembles: Plains2 with Dr. Matthew Wood, trombone; The Duo Echo with
Jennifer Pifer, oboe; and the Geldrich-Lowe-Pifer Trio with clarinet,
bassoon, and piano. Joshua provides masterclasses that are “filled with
innovative substance and the joy of discovery”. He is a strong advocate for
increasing professional music opportunities for collegiate students. As a
pedagogue and performer, Joshua believes that music is a tool for
inspiration. When not performing or teaching, Joshua can be found playing
tennis or practicing culinary arts with his family.

Dr. Eugene Asola

Ghana

Dr. Asola Eugene is a Professor of
Teacher Education, at Dewar College of
Education and Human Services, Valdosta
State University. He is a Carnegie African
Diaspora Fellow-Alumni; Managing
Editor for the Multicultural Learning and
Teaching Journal, and a reviewer for the
National Association for Kinesiology in
Higher Education Journal (NAKHE).

Dr. Md Ruhul Amin

Bangladesh

Dr. Md Ruhul Amin joined Valdosta State University as an assistant professor of finance in 2021. He obtained his Ph.D. and
MBA in Finance from the University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley, in addition to his first MBA from the University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh. His research interest is in empirical corporate finance. Prior to entering academia, he built his professional
foundation in the banking sector, serving at both National Bank Limited and Dhaka Bank Limited in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Originally from Kushtia, Bangladesh, Dr. Amin enjoys exploring nature, trying new cuisine, and fishing- especially in Cedar
Key, Florida, his favorite weekend destination.

T. (WTg B WA 202 A R ([T TR TLNAF R0 OIATORE! (6 2 NG 6r® (A
IR | fSf G ZCROING o (GHM-HS IS ©Nife (AT et (H1.936 6 q1 dN[g S Bae,
&HWKSTFWQT\HTWWW (AT AW NG TN FEIN | O NITN AL A= CFF AT 2 FBIe FCATTHG s |
JHGAP GO AT 2T FS (211970 GIRIN ©F FIIA AILEATACI BIPT IR WA A1 NG 43¢ BIReT I N6 rs FAT©
(YT | BT, ALATHH TAAZY 8 ([T S G, WA AFS (I, N@N AR (G FAT A2 NG A BATOIS FLIN-— [T FF (FIROR
STO1e fF-09, IO fET STAIMRS AP AL Z |

Dr. Shafat Mubin

Bangladesh

Dr. Shafat Mubin is an associate professor
and has a Ph.D. in Physics from
Pennsylvania State University. His
teaching interests include introductory
physics, upper-level quantum mechanics,
classical mechanics, and mathematical
methods

Dr. Anurag Dasgupta

India

My name is Anurag Dasgupta. [ am
originally from Kolkata, India. I joined
VSU in 2015 and currently a Full
Professor of Computer Science. My
research area is Distributed Systems and
Computer Science education. My
hobbies include travel, poetry, music,
sports etc. I have traveled to more than
170 countries around the world. I have
also been to all seven continents and all
50 US states. I am an avid soccer fan and support Barcelona and Manchester
City.

Dr. Susan Boddie

Canada

Dr. Susan Boddie, soprano has been instructing music and performing internationally for over 20 years. Assistant Professor
of Voice and Voice Area Chair at Valdosta State University, she holds the BM degree from the New England Conservatory
of Music; MM degree from the Manhattan School of Music and Doctoral Degree in Education from the University of
Calgary. A specialist in CCM Vocal Pedagogy, she holds all three levels of Somatic Voicework™ and from the CCM Vocal
Pedagogy Institute at Shenandoah Conservatory. Higher Education appointments have included College of Saint Rose,
Acadia, Dalhousie, St. Francis Xavier and Mount Saint Vincent Universities. She is a member of NATS, PAVA, NAfME,
and the Somatic Voicework™ Teacher's Association and has won excellence in teaching awards from the Royal
Conservatory of Music. Boddie frequently presents her research at conferences and is published in peer reviewed journals.




Dr. Regina L. Suriel

Dominican Republic

Dr. Regina L Suriel is a professor of
Education at Valdosta State University. A
previous high school bilingual science
teacher in NYC, she continues her work
with numerous state and national
educators to enhance teacher education
and the effectiveness of curricula for
future generations of students.

La Doctora Regina L. Suriel es profesora
de educacion en la Universidad de
Valdosta. La doctora Suriel fue maestra
bilingue de ciencias secundaria en NYC.
Desde entonces, se dedica a mejorar la

educacion de maestros/as y la curricula educacional para las siguientes

generaciones de estudiantes.

Professor Edris Brannen Balaustre
Urugay

My name is Edris Brannen Balaustre, and
I’'m originally from Uruguay. At 16, [ came
to the U.S. as an exchange student at
Lowndes High School. I began working in
education in 2003 and became a VSU
student in 2006. I joined MCL in 2009 and
became a Lecturer in 2013. VSU feels like
family. I live in Valdosta with my
wonderful husband and our son, who
brings joy to our lives.

Me llamo Edris Brannen Balaustre y soy
originalmente de Uruguay. A los 16 afios
vine a Estados Unidos como estudiante de
intercambio en Lowndes High School.

Comencé a trabajar en el ambito educativo en 2003 y en 2006 me converti
en estudiante de VSU. Me uni al departamento de MCL en 2009 y me
converti en profesora en 2013. VSU se siente como parte de mi familia. Vivo
en Valdosta con mi maravilloso esposo y nuestro hijo, quien llena nuestras
vidas de alegria.

Professor Caroline Gonsalves Bertho

Brazil

Brazilian dance artist Carol Bertho is currently a faculty member at Valdosta State University. She has an MFA degree
from Washington University in St. Louis, a BA in Dance from Unicamp (BRA), certification by the RAD Ballet
Technique, and trained at “The H+ Hip Hop Dance Conservatory” (NY). Her career combines experiences as a dancer,
choreographer, and educator working with Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Diasporic social dances, and Contemporary dance in dance
companies, studios, community projects, and higher education. Her research focuses on Hip Hop Dance and other social
dances for the past fourteen years, mainly working with the community project “Grupo Performance de Rua” (BRA), in
which she emphasizes the dance forms’ Diasporic roots, and their community and individuality focus.

A artista da Danga brasileira Carol Bertho é atualmente membro do corpo docente da Valdosta State University. Ela
possui um MFA em Danca pela Washington University em St. Louis, bacharelado em Danga pela Unicamp (BRA),
certificagdo pela RAD Ballet Technique e formagao no “The H+ Hip Hop Dance Conservatory” (NY). Sua carreira
combina experiéncias como dangarina, coredgrafa e educadora, trabalhando com Ballet, Jazz, Sapateado, Dangas Sociais
Diasporicas e Danga Contemporanea em companhias, estudios, projetos sociais € no ensino superior. Ela tem focado
suas pesquisas nos ultimos quatorze anos em explorar o ensino da Hip Hop Dance e outras dangas sociais,
principalmente trabalhando com o projeto comunitério “Grupo Performance de Rua” (BRA), enfatizando sua as raizes
diaspdricas e seu foco social e de empoderamento.




