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The College of Artsand Sciences offers graduate programs that lead to the Master
of Artsdegreewith majorsin English andin history, the Master of Science degreeswith
majors in sociology, in criminal justice, and in marriage and family therapy, and the
Master of Public Administration degree. Coursesin anthropology, the natural sciences,
foreign languages, mathematics, computer science, and philosophy are available at the
graduate level to fulfill electives and requirementsfor programs across the University.
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DEPARTMENT OFENGLISH
Dr. Sharon Gravett, Head
Room 207, West Hall

Degrees

The Department of English offersaMaster of Artsdegree with amajor in English.
Students have the option of pursuing the M.A. with an emphasisin literatureor an M.A.
with an emphasisin rhetoric and composition.

Description

The Department of English at Valdosta State University offers a Master of Arts
degreewithamajor in English for studentswho wish to continuetheir study of literature,
literary criticism, language, rhetoric and composition, and creative writing. Becausethere
is no formal tracking, students may, in consultation with their advisers, individually
tailor their programs to accommodate special interests. Students earning a Master of
Arts degree with amajor in English are well prepared for anumber of careers and pro-
grams. Theseinclude doctoral studies, college and secondary school teaching, business,
and other professional endeavors. The English Department of Valdosta State University
expects its graduate students to acquire the following:

1 A breadth of knowledge, including general knowledge of major literary
periods and movements, general knowledge of useful literary concepts and
terminology, and specific knowledge of key works and figures;

2. The ability to produce cogent written works blending knowledge of specific
texts, history, and sources with a clearly developed critical point of view; and

3. Theability to discusstheir work articulately.

The English Department’s admissions palicies, degree offerings, degree options, and
course offerings are designed to help all students achieve these goals.

Departmental Requirementsin addition tothe Univer sity Requirements
for Admission, Retention, and Graduation

Specia Admission Requirements. To be accepted as aregular graduate student in
the Department of English, an applicant must have the following:
1 anundergraduate GPA of 3.0ona4.0scale. This GPA may be cumulative or
in the undergraduate major;
2. aGRE verbal or analytical scoreof 500 or above;
3. submission of athree-page essay to the Department of English, detailing
(a) career goalsand (b) academic interests.
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Applicants must include a brief cover letter of application detailing reasons for
seeking the master’s degree in English at VSU and relevant past experience, including
academic awards or recognition.

To be accepted as a probationary student in the Department of English, the student
must meet at | east two of thethree criterialisted above and submit aletter of application.

Special Graduation Requirements. For graduation, students must havea cumulative
graduate GPA of 3.0 or higher on a4.0 scaleaswell asmeet all general requirementsfor
graduate degrees. Besides compl eting the comprehensive written and oral examinations
or thethesis and oral defense, students must receive agrade of B or better in the fourth
seguence course of a foreign language or a passing grade in a reading proficiency
examination administered by the Department of Modern and Classical Languages. Stu-
dents entering the literature emphasi swithout an undergraduate degree in English must
complete at least 6 hours in British literature and 6 hours in American literature; for
studentsin the Rhetoric and Composition Emphasis, 3 hoursin each. Students seeking
theM.A. in English asasecond master’s degree must satisfy all therequirementsfor the
Master of Artsin English. Studentswishing to obtain T-5 certification may do so after
the completion of the M.A. program, provided they have a T-4 certificate and complete
the professional education courses required for T-5 certification by the State Depart-
ment of Education.

ESOL CERTIFICATION

The English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL ) Endorsement providescredentials
to teach English as a second language in Georgia. An ESOL endorsement can be pur-
sued by undergraduate or graduate students working toward possessing certification in
ateaching field (T-4 certification) or in speech and language pathology or by students
working toward possessing certification in school counseling, provided that a teaching
field has been established. Students add the ESOL endorsement by completing the
following courses: LING 4000/ ENGL 6000 (Elementsof Linguigtics), LING 4160/ ENGL
6000 (Socialinguitics), and FLED 4600/6800 (M ethodsand Materiasfor Teaching ESOL).

MASTER OF ARTSWITH AMAJOR INENGLISH-
EMPHAS SINLITERATURE

Sdlected Educational Outcomes

1 To demonstrate an ability to interpret language and literature in light of key
facts, concepts, and contexts.

2. Toemploy avariety of critical approaches.

3. To produce systematic and thoroughly researched work appropriate to the
discipline.

4. To participatein activities related to the profession.
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REQUIREMENTSFOR THEM.A.DEGREE
WITHAMAJORINENGLISH-EMPHASISINLITERATURE

ThesisOption

A Master’s thesis in English should be awork of 50 or more pages demonstrating
competent and substantial research coupled with an innovative approach to the subject
matter. The thesiswill be directed by a faculty member and a committee of two other
faculty members (one of whom must be from a department outside English). Oncethe
thesis has been submitted, students will have an oral defense covering both the thesis
and their coursework. Students following this option must complete a minimum of 30
hours of coursework and 6 hours of thesis credit.

Non-ThesisOption—Comprehensive Examination

Students will develop, in consultation with their committee, areading list in aspe-
cidlizedarea. Thislist should consist of approximately six to eight primary and secondary
works, excluding material that students have already studied in their classes.
Studentswill then take atwao-hour written examination over thisreading list and afollow-
up oral examination over that written test and their coursework. These examinations
should be taken before or immediately after the final semester. Studentsfollowing this
option must compl ete 36 hours of coursework.

REQUITEH COUISES. ..ouvevieeeeeeeeetire ettt e e see e e et sre e e es 18 hours
ENGL 7000 Approachesto Graduate Study ...........cccceevrvnen. 3 hours
ENGL 7010 Approachesto Critical Theory .......cc.ccccvvveeernene 3 hours
Seminars (8000-IEVE) ....ccvvveeerereeeeree e 12 hours

GUIEA EIECLIVES. .....ecvieiieecriete s 18 hours
Studies Courses (7000-level ENGL) .....covevevvevvrereeeen 0-18 hours
Seminars(8000Hevel ENGL) .....ccvvvveeerereceserere e 0-18 hours
*Graduate Option (ENGL 6000 and/or courses

from other departments) .........ccoceveeeverecrencreeeeene, 0-6 hours

Thesis Hours (under the thesis option) ........ccccceeeeereereeneene. 6 hours

Total Required for theDegree .......ccevvevveevesieve v 36 semester hours

* |n order to take advantage of our extensive undergraduate offerings and/or to engage
ininterdisciplinary study, studentswill also have the opportunity to exercise agraduate
option. Under thisoption, studentswill beallowed amaximum of 6 hoursof coursework
which can be drawn from the following two sources: (1) selected 4000-level courses
within the English Department withthe prefixesENGL, LING CRWR, and JOUR (withthe
instructor’s permission, graduate students may take the undergraduate course with
appropriate adjustments in the course syllabus); and/or (2) graduate courses outside
the English Department.
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MASTER OF ARTSWITH AMAJOR INENGLISH-
EMPHASI SINRHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

Sdlected Educational Outcomes

1 Todemonstrate an ability to apply theoretical, pedagogical, and historical ap-
proaches in the study of composition and rhetoric.

2. To demonstrate an ability to interpret language and literature in light of key
facts, concepts, and contexts, employing avariety of critical approaches.

3. To produce systematic and thoroughly researched work appropriate to the
discipline.

4. To participatein activities related to the profession.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHEM.A.DEGREEWITH AMAJORINENGLISH-
EMPHASI SINRHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

ThesisOption

A Master’s thesis in English should be awork of 50 or more pages demonstrating
competent and substantial research coupled with an innovative approach to the subject
matter. The thesis will be directed by a faculty member and a committee of two other
faculty members (one of whom must be from a department outside English). Once the
thesis has been submitted, students will have an oral defense covering both the thesis
and their coursework. Studentsfollowing this option must compl ete aminimum of thirty
hours of coursework and 6 hours of thesis credit.

Non-ThesisOption—Compr ehensive Examination

Students will develop, in consultation with their committee, areading list in aspe-
cialized area. Thislist should consist of approximately six to eight primary and secondary
works, excluding material that students have already studied in their classes. Students
will then take atwo-hour written examination over thisreading list and afollow-up oral
examination over that written test and their coursework. These examinations should be
taken before or immediately after thefinal semester. Studentsfollowing this option must
complete 36 hours of coursework.

TheRhetoricand Composition EmMphasis. ........cccceveveveeeeienreeenese e 18 hours
REQUITEA COUISES ......ocvirieieeciisesieseeie e 6 hours
ENGL 7000 Approachesto Graduate Study ..... 3 hours
ENGL 7010 Approachesto Critical Theory ...... 3 hours

Required, if not taken as an undergraduate........................ 0-3 hours
ENGL 4620** Survey of the History of Rhetoric
Choiceof thefolloWing .......ccvcvvvvverire e 3-6 hours

ENGL 7600 Studiesin Rhetoric and Composition
and/or ENGL 8600 Seminar in Rhetoric and Composition
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Choiceof thefolloWing .....ccccveeveverire e 3-6 hours
ENGL 7600 Studiesin Rhetoric and Composition
ENGL 8600 Seminar in Rhetoric and Composition
**|_ING 4000 Elementsof Linguistics
**|_ING 4160 Sociolinguistics
** ENGL 4610 History of the English Language
ENGL 8690 Workshop in Rhetoric and Composition
(ENGL 8690 may betakentwicefor credit)

GUIdEd EIECHIVES. ...t 18 hours
Studies Courses (7000-level ENGL) ....oovevevvvvevireeennn 0-18 hours
Seminars(8000Hevel ENGL) .....covvvveeeeerecesere e 0-18 hours
*Graduate Option (ENGL 6000 and/or .........cccccceeeereevenene. 0-6 hours

courses from other Departments)
Thesis Hours (under the thesis option) ........ccccceveverereeneene. 6 hours
Total Required for theDegree .......cceveeveveveve v seeseee e 36 semester hours

*

In order to take advantage of our extensive undergraduate offerings and/or to en-
gagein interdisciplinary study, students will also have the opportunity to exercise
agraduate option. Under thisoption, studentswill beallowed amaximum of 6 hours
of coursework which can be drawn from the following two sources:. (1) selected
4000-level courseswithin the English Department with the prefixesENGL, LING,
CRWR, and JOUR (with theinstructor’s permission, graduate students may take the
undergraduate course with appropriate adjustments in the course syllabus); and/or
(2) graduate courses outside the English Department.

These courses fall under the Graduate Option that allows for only two courses at
the4000 level. Credit for such courseswill belisted asENGL 6000. If taken at the
undergraduate level, these courses cannot be taken again for graduate credit.

Outcome Assessments

The English Department assesses the extent to which its program requirements

create the desired outcomes by using avariety of techniques. Examples of these assess-
ments (and the related educational outcome) include the following:

1 Studentswill passa two-hour written comprehensive examination or preparea
master’'sthesis.

2. Studentswill pass either an oral examination or successfully defend athesis.

3 Studentswill complete aGraduate Student Exit Questionnaire and an exit inter-
view.
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DEPARTMENT OFHISTORY
Dr. David Williams, Acting Head
Room 210, Ashley Hall North

The Department of History offers a graduate program that leads to the Master of
Artsdegree with amajor in history.

The graduate major in the Department of History is designed to provide students
with advanced instruction and training, and courses are available in the history of the
United States, Europe, Latin America, Africa, and Asia. The program also equips stu-
dentswith the knowledge, skills, and values required for professional careersin history
and gives qualified students the foundation for doctoral study in history.

History's scope is extremely broad, and the study of people and their institutions
form aparticular focus of thediscipline. The use of language and the ability to commu-
nicate skillfully also are major concerns of history. Thus, advanced study in history
prepares students for many different occupations and professions in which such quali-
ties are essential .

Traditionally, teaching hasbeen acareer possibility, but, aswell, qualified recipients
of the Master of Artswithamajor in history are prepared to enter doctoral programs, to
seek employment in business or government, in museums and libraries, in publishing,
journalism, and advertising, or to enter the military, politics, or theology. An advanced
degreein history continuesto be excellent preparation for business school or law school.
Students who are interested in the Master of Arts or who have questions about the
vocational possihilities of the major should consult with members of the History Depart-
ment faculty in Ashley Hall.

MASTER OF ARTSWITHA MAJORINHISTORY

Departmental Requirementsin addition tothe Univer sity Requirementsfor Admission

To be considered for admission into the M. A. degree program in History, students
must meet the admi ssion requirements of the Graduate School and the following require-
ments:

1 Cumulative undergraduate grade-point average of at least 2.5 on a4.0 scale, calcu-
lated on all work attempted in which letter grades were awarded.

2. Minimum combined score of 800 on the verbal and quantitative sections OR the
verbal and analytical sectionsof the General Test of the Graduate Record Examina-
tion.

3. Submission of (a) aminimum of two letters of recommendation from personsfamiliar
with the applicant’s academic work and (b) an essay on career goals written by the
applicant.
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Sdlected Educational Outcomes

Students will demonstrate advanced knowledge of political developmentsin
history.

Studentswill demonstrate advanced knowledge of social developmentsin his-
tory.

Studentswill communicate effectively orally and inwriting.

Students will demonstrate advanced knowledge of the process of historical
research and critical analysis.

Students will complete historical research projects that effectively uselibrary
resources and computer and information technol ogy.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHEMASTER OF ARTSDEGREE
WITHAMAJORINHISTORY

PLAN A (thesisprogram). .......ccccceeveereererieniesienesesenenns 33 semester hoursrequired

The thesis option is designed primarily for those
students who plan on pursuing a Ph.D. in history
upon completion of the M.A. at Valdosta State.

HIST 7000 Seminar inHistorical Research ...........ccocvvvvvenee. 3 hours
HIST Graduate SEMINaIS .........ccoevvereereeeeeeesesesesesesee s 15 hours
HIST Graduate COUISES......civvrieeeeeeeereseereseseeseesseseeseeseees 6 hours
HIST 7999 ThESIS....cvvieeeceve et 6 hours
Electives (graduates courses outside of history) ................. 3 hours
PLAN B (non-thesisprogram). .......cccceeeeeeererienesesenenns 30 semester hoursrequired

The non-thesis option is designed primarily for

students currently employed as secondary education
teachers, those seeking an advanced degree in history
to teach at the community college level, or those seeking
agraduate degree in history for any other personal or
professional reason.

HIST 7000 Seminar inHistorical Research ...........cccccceeuennen. 3 hours
HIST Graduate SEMINAIS ......ccveeuveereerecreceecreeee e 15 hours
HIST GradUat COUMSES.....ccvvirrereeieeteereeteesreeeesreseesresnessens 6 hours
Electives (graduates courses outside of history) ................. 6 hours

ComprehensveExamsand For eign L anguage Requirement

1

2

Regardless of which option students select, they must pass both a comprehen-
sivewritten and oral examination.

Regardless of which option students select, they must pass a reading knowl-
edge examination in a foreign language. A grade of “B” or better in afourth
sequence course in a foreign language may be accepted in lieu of areading
knowledge exam.
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Outcome Assessments

The department assesses the extent to which the program requirements create the
desired outcomes by using a variety of techniques.

1 TheHistory Department’spolicy isthat all graduate coursesrequire such writ-
ten work as essays, reviews, and research papersto help determine progressin
research and written communication skills, analytical and interpretive skills,
and mastery of course content.

2. The comprehensive written and oral examinations to which all students are
subject provide a means of ascertaining mastery of historical knowledge as
well anindication of the candidate’s adequate mastery in oral communication,
critical analysis, historical synthesis, and historical interpretation commensu-
rate with that expected of a student seeking a Master of Arts degree.

3. When such information is available, the History Department will use as an
assessment tool the results of University-wide datarelated to the program and
to Master of Arts graduates.

£h,

DEPARTMENT OF MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES
Dr. Susan Wehling, Acting Head
Room 128, West Hall

The Department of Modern and Classical Languages, in conjunction with the De-
partment of Middle Grades and Secondary Education, offers the Master of Education
degreewith amajor in Spanish.

Students entering the program for the Master of Education degree with amajor in
Spanish have already met initial certification requirements and, conseguently, have the
necessary foundations in language, culture, literature, and professional education for
advanced study. In their graduate work, the foreign language education (FLED) stu-
dents take 21 hours of guided electives at the graduate level within the content area of
Spanish. Following an integrated approach, these courses are designed to promote
competencies in the areas of language, literature, and culture at the superior level of
proficiency and to provide students with a focused and in-depth program of study.
Students take a course dealing with second language acquisition, in order to further
their knowledgein the areas of instructional and learning strategies and their application
in foreign language teaching, and a core of professional education courses that address
ideas, concepts, and trends associated with education and how these relate to educa-
tors. Finally, through a professional development seminar, students are required to
perform self-assessment, determine areas of skill and knowledge in need of improve-
ment, and design an effective career growth and devel opment plan, asapreliminary step
in expanding and modifying their personal teaching strategies.
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MASTER OFEDUCATIONWITHAMAJOR IN SPANISH

Sdlected Educational Outcomes

1 Graduates will demonstrate the ability to listen, speak, read, and write at the
superior level of proficiency (asdefined by theAmerican Council onthe Teaching
of Foreign Languages Proficiency Guidelines) in the Spanish language and an
in-depth knowledge of Hispanic cultures and representative authors and works
of Hispanic literature.

2. Graduates will demonstrate knowledge of and the ability to use innovative
approaches to curriculum, instructional methods, resources, and assessment
appropriate to the teaching of foreign languages.

3. Graduateswill develop and integrate personalized teaching strategies.

4.  Graduates will demonstrate an understanding of second-language acquisition
and its relation to first-language development and the ability to create mean-
ingful learning opportunities based on this knowledge.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHE M .ED.DEGREEWITHAMAJOR N SPANISH

COreCUITICUIUM. Lot e 9hours
SEED 7000 Contemporary Issuesin Secondary Education ......... 2 hours
PSY C 7010 Learningand ASSESSMENL .......ccoereererereseseseenennens .3 hours
RSCH 7100 Research Methodology in Education....................... 3 hours
LEAD 7210 EthicSandLaw ........ccoceeveverenrennensenesie e 1 hour
Area of CONCENEIALION. .....cevveirieirieerieese e et 27 hours
Content Courses (Guided Electivesin Spanish) .................. 21 hours
FLED 7100 Professional Development Seminar | ................ 2 hours
FLED 7500 Theory and Practicein Second
Language ACQUISITION .......ccccveerevenenene e 2 hours
FLED 7800 Professional Development Seminar 1 ................ 2 hours

This program also requires students to prepare and present a professional portfalio.

Total Required for theDegree .......ocvvveveveereereceseee s 36 semester hours

The Department of Modern and Classical Languages evaluatesthelevel of linguis-
tic proficiency and cultural knowledge achieved by the studentsin the Master of Education
degree program in Spanish by using a variety of assessment measures. The results of
the assessment activities are used for continued curriculum development and revision.
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Outcomes Assessments

1 Coursework and Comprehensive Examination: The Department of Modernand
Classical Languageswill assess students’ listening reading, and writing profi-
ciency through an examination administered upon the students’ entry into the
program. These skillswill be assessed again upon the students' compl etion of
the program through the Comprehensive Examination. Knowledge of content
material related to Hispanic culture, linguistics, and literature will be assessed
through asimilar procedure. A Simulated Oral Proficiency Interview to assess
speaking proficiency will be administered when students enter the program
and upon their compl etion of the program. The corresponding department will
evaluate core courses through written examinations, projects, papers, and pre-
sentations and through the Comprehensive Examination that is administered
upon the students’ compl etion of the program.

2. Student Portfolio: Students are required to maintain a professional portfolio
containing goal statements, sample papers, research projects, course work,
reflective self-assessment, and other specified items to be monitored as the
students progress through the program. The portfolio will be submitted for
partia fulfillment of therequirementsfor the M.Ed. degreein Spanish.

ENDORSEMENT IN ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

This endorsement isintended for certified teachers whose students in grades P-12
are non-native speakers of English. The applicant must possess a professional certifi-
cate at thebachelorsor higher certification level in ateaching field, orinthe servicefield
of school counselor (provided that ateaching field prerequisite has been established) or
speech and language pathology

Requirementsfor the Endor sement in English asa Second L anguage
ENGL 6000 Graduate Option: Intro. to Linguistics............... 3 hours
ENGL 6000 Graduate Option: Sociolinguistics ..........cc..eu.... 3 hours
FLED 6800 Methodsand Materialsfor Teaching ESOL ....... 3 hours

Total Required for theENdOr SEMENT ......cc.evveveveiveirereeseceeere e 9hours
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MASTER OFPUBLICADMINISTRATION
Dr. JamesW. Peterson, Head, Department of Political Science
Room 244, West Hall

Dr. NolanArgyle, Coordinator of the MPA Program
Room 101, West Hall

Description

The Master of Public Administration Degree is designed to prepare students for
productive and rewarding careersin public service. Theformat of the program accommo-
dates students currently employed in the public sector as well as students seeking
entry-level positions. The MPA Program isdesigned to complement any undergraduate
program of study. Applicationsfor admissionwill be accepted from any qualified candi-
dates regardless of their undergraduate degree.

Students pursuing the MPA degreein residence at one of Valdosta State University’s
centers must complete 36 semester hours of coursework including 12 hours of required
core courses, 12 hours of guided electives, and 12 hours in a concentration area ap-
proved by the MPA Coordinator. The 12-hour core includes PADM 7210 and PADM
7900, which must betaken by students during their final semester of coursework. These
courses serve as the exit requirement for the MPA program.

The MPA degree, City Manager Track isoffered exclusively viathe Internet. Candi-
datesfor thistrack must be currently employed in agovernmental (including military) or
non-governmental organization or have appropriate work experiencein such an organi-
zation. Candidates with private-sector experience who are interested in a career in the
public or non- governmental sectors may be considered.

30



Departmental Requirementsin addition to Univer sity Requirementsfor Admission

A student desiring to work in the College of Artsand Sciencesonthe M.PA. degree
must present ascore of 450 on the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT), or a
score of 44 onthe Miller Analogy Test (MAT), or acombined score of 800 or moreon the
verbal and either the quantitative or analytical section of the General Test of the Gradu-
ate Record Examination (GRE).

A student must also submit aresume, a career goal statement, and three letters of
recommendation.

Sdlected Educational Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the MPA program students will:

1 Gain a comprehensive understanding of the basic technical skills needed to
succeed in public or not-for-profit management.

2. Develop abroad outlook and an understanding of ethical factors required of
program managersand administratorsin public or not-for-profit agencies oper-
ating inamulticultural context.

3. Strengthen oral and written communication skills.

4 Gainfamiliarity with up-to-dateinformation management systems.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHEM .PA.DEGREE

Core(Required) COUISES. ..ottt sae s 12 hours
PADM 7060 Quantitative Methods for PA ................... 3 hours
PADM 7070 Computer ApplicationsinPA ................. 3 hours
PADM 7090 Policy ANalySiS ......cccoovvvvivvenennseeseeeenes 3 hours
PADM 7900* Qualitative Methods for PA .................... 2 hours
PADM 7210* Internship in PA ... v 1 hour
(* Co-requisite courses)
Guided Electives(for all but City Manager track). ........ccocveevvereerveeennn 12 hours
Takeany four of thefollowing:
PADM 7000  Human Resource Management ................ 3 hours
PADM 7140  Governmental Budgeting and Finance .... 3 hours
PADM 7150  PublicManagement .........ccccoceveeveereeeenns 3 hours
PADM 7170  Organizational Behavior ..........c.cccceevreenee. 3 hours

PADM 7060  Democracy and Public Administration.... 3 hours

Concentration Area
(all coursesfor aconcentration must beapproved by advisor). .............. 12 hours

Total Required for theDegree ......ccvveveeeeereeeecese e 36 semester hours
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CoursesRequired for City Management Track (Internet only) -------------- 36 hours

PADM 7000 Human Resource Management 3 hours
PADM 7020 Public Sector Planning 3 hours
PADM 7060 Quantitative Methodsfor Public Administration ----------- 3 hours
PADM 7090 Policy Analysis 3 hours
PADM 7110 Information Management 3 hours
PADM 7120 Accounting for the Public Sector 3 hours
PADM 7170 Organizational Behavior 3 hours
PADM 7240 Public Administration and Community

Based Organizations 3 hours
PADM 7250 Managing Small Cities& Counties 3 hours
POL S 6620 Public Finance Administration 3 hours
POL S 6630 Techniques and Processes of Public Management ----------- 3 hours
POL S 6650 I ntergovernmental Relations 3 hours

Outcome Assessments

1 The comprehensive understanding of basic technical skills essential for suc-
cessful public or not-for -profit management will be demonstrated by successful
completion coursework and PADM 7900.

2. Studentswill demonstrate an understanding of ethical management in amulti-
cultural context through course papers, portfolio assessment and employer
surveys.

3. Studentswill demonstrate effective communication skills through written and
oral presentationsin program course work.

4. Studentswill demonstrate familiarity with up-to -dateinformation management
systemsthrough course examinations, portfolio analysis, exit and alumni ques-
tionnaires and employer surveys.
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY,
ANTHROPOLOGY,AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Dr. Michael Brooks, Head
Room 1120, University Center

The Department of Sociol ogy, Anthropol ogy, and Crimina Justice offersthree Master
of Science degrees, onein criminal justice (M SCJ) having both athesisand non-thesis
option, one in sociology (MS SOC) having concentrations in applied sociology and
thesis, and onein marriage and family therapy (MSMFT).

MASTER OF SCIENCEWITH AMAJOR INCRIMINAL JUSTICE

Departmental Requirementsin Addition tothe Univer sity
Requirementsof Admission, Retention, and Graduation

Special Admission requirements: Inaddition to the requirements of the Valdosta
State University Graduate School, applicants for regular admission into the MSCJ de-
gree program must a so have aminimum 2.75 grade point average on all undergraduate
work for which gradeswere assigned. Applicants must submit two letters of recommen-
dation from undergraduate professors and a two-page essay relating the reasons why
they wish to pursue graduate study in criminal justice at Valdosta State University and
summarizing their career goals, relevant past experience, academic awards, and recogni-
tion of achievements. In addition, admission to the MSCJ degree program requires
completion of one undergraduate course in basic statistics and one course in research
methodology. Students may apply for awaiver of these requirements and demonstrate
proficiency by passing an examination.

Students who have not completed these requirements or who do not receive a
waiver must complete a statistics course and aresearch methods course without gradu-
ate credit before formal admission to the criminal justice graduate program. Students
who do not have an undergraduate degree in criminal justice may be required to audit
undergraduate criminal law and criminological theory coursesbefore enrolling in gradu-
atelevel work intheseareas, asdetermined by the Criminal Justice Admissions Committee.
See details in this Graduate School Catalog for probationary admission.

Special Graduation Requirements: MSCJstudentsarerequired to complete satis-
factorily the core requirements and el ectives as outlined in the degree plan bel ow. Students
must also pass a written comprehensive examination. Students who pursue the thesis
option must satisfactorily complete the comprehensive examination before registering
for CRJU 7999: Thesis.
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Sdlected Educational Outcomes

Students completing requirements for the Master of Science degree with a major in
criminal justice should demonstrate a mastery of the following:

1

an understanding of major criminological theories, their strengths and weak-
nesses, their rolein explaining crimeand delinquency, and their roleininforming
public policy;

afamiliarity with the structure and function of systemsof criminal justiceinthe
United States and in other countries;

the use and application of scientific research methods to the study of crime as
well asto solving crimes;

the integration of criminal justice theory and research findings with criminal
justice practice;

an understanding of the development of contemporary criminal justice issues
in modern societies and how such issues may be informed by systematic re-
search and analysis.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHEM.SWITHAMAJORINCRIMINAL JUSTICE

S o [U 1= o [ Oo = S 12 hours

CRJU 7000 Seminar inthe Criminal Justice System ............... 3 hours

CRJU 7400 Applied Statisticsin Criminal Justice.................. 3 hours

CRJU 7401 Advanced Research Methodsfor CRJU ............. 3 hours

CRJU 7600 Advanced Criminological Theory ..........cccueu.e..... 3 hours
Criminal JUSICEEIECLIVES. .....oveviieiieeec e 18 hours

CRJU 7010 Advanced Comparative CISystems.................. 3 hours

CRJU 7100 Seminar inLaw Enforcement .........cccoceevveneriennn 3 hours

CRJU 7300 Seminar in Criminal Law and Procedure ............. 3 hours

CRJU 7500 Adv. Criminal Behavior and Persondity ............ 3 hours

CRJU 7510 Advanced Correctional Therapies..........cccvvueen. 3 hours

CRJU 7700 Selected TOPICS...c.vvvvveeeererreriereeeseeseeeesenens 3to 6 hours

CRJU 7710 Seminar in Juvenile JUSLICE ......c.coevvererienncennnn 3 hours

CRJU 7900 Independent StUdY ........ccoeveeveereeeriereresesinieens 3 hours

CRJU 7910 Crimind Justice Internship........ccoeveevvevenerennnns 3 hours

CRJU 7999 Thesis (for studentstaking the thesis option) ... 6 hours
Guided Electives(sdected by student with approval of advisor). ............... 6 hours
Total Required for theDegree .......cceveeveevesieve v seeseese e 36 semester hours



Outcome Assessments

Educational outcomesfor the Master of Science degree with amajor in criminal justice
will be assessed in the following ways:

1 the use of systematic analysis of student examinations and research papers
from courses;

2 periodic uses of surveys of students or alumni from the program;

3. the use of comprehensive examinations for students and an analysis of their
performance;

4. to the extent possible, baseline data from other comparable programs in the
university will be compared to data based on studentsin the program.

5. program faculty will meet regularly to assess courses and student perfor-
mance.

MASTER OF SCIENCEWITH A MAJOR IN SOCIOLOGY

Departmental Requirementsin addition totheUniversity
Requirementsfor Admission, Retention, and Graduation

To be considered for admission to the M. S. degree program in Sociol ogy, students
must meet the admission requirements of the Graduate School and present a minimum
combined score of 800 on the verbal and quantitative sections of the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE). In addition, applicants must submit a copy of a sample of written
work submitted for credit in an upper division or graduate level coursein Sociology or
their current mgjor field. Also, two letters of recommendation written by faculty members
who havetaught the candidate in an academic class must be submitted. Anundergradu-
ate degreein sociology is not mandatory. However, students without an undergraduate
degree in sociology must enroll in and successfully complete SOCI 5000 (Proseminar:
The Discipline of Sociology) prior to admission into the degree program. Should an
applicant desire to apply for awaiver of thislast requirement, acompleted Application
for Waiver should be submitted.

Thewriting sample, letters of recommendation, and the Application for Waiver for
SOCI 5000 (if being submitted) should all be sent to the Coordinator of M.S. degree
program in sociology in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Jus-
tice no later than one month prior to the opening of the semester for which admissionis
being sought.

Special Graduation Requirements
To receive a Master of Science degree with a magjor in sociology, students must
compl ete the core requirements, compl ete aconcentration option as outlined bel ow, and

the application of knowledge requirement which includes a sociological practice or a
thesis. In addition, students must pass a written comprehensive exam.
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Sdlected Educational Outcomes

Students compl eting the program for the Master of Science degree with amajor in
sociology should demonstrate a mastery of the following:

1 anunderstanding of sociological perspectives and their applications and uses,
including basic concepts and their theoretical interrelationships.

2. the ahility to identify, define, and use basic research methods and analytical
techniques in the gathering and/or application of scientific data.

3. competence in the use of basic library research techniques as well as on-line
data resources.

4. anunderstanding of therole of diversity and itsimpact on social andindividual
life

5. ahighly developed sense of ethicsin research and professional practice.

6. effectivecommunication skillsand their applicationin avariety of professional
roles.

REQUIREMENTSFORTHEM.S DEGREE WITHAMAJORINSOCIOLOGY

COrECOUMNSES. ..ouviiiiinerieietee ettt ettt ettt be ettt 15hours
SOCI 7011 Sociology in Applied Settings..........covvveeevriennnns 3 hours
SOCI 7012 Sociological ThEOrY .....ccvvveevereveeeceveesesieneens 3 hours
SOCI 7021 Statistical Applicationsin Sociology ........ccceee... 3 hours
SOCI 7022 Research Methods .........cvoveenieienieienecsseeee 3 hours
SOCI 7050 Class, Gender, and Ethnic
Issues in Applied SEttings ......ccccvevvvvvnie e 3 hours
Concentrations(Studentswill select onear ea of concentration.). ......... 18 hours
1. Applied SOCIOIOQY ..ccveoveeeeeeeereresiere e seeeeeeeeaens 18 hours

Students may select from any SOCI prefix course

numbered SOCI 5000-8000 except for SOCI 5000

and SOCI 7999. Studentswho select the Applied

Saciology Concentration may elect to complete the

Thesis Option by taking these additional courses:
SOCI 6300 Classical Theory (3 hours) and
SOCI 7999 Thesis (6 hours)

2 1= 1Y@ o) (o] o 18 hours
SOCI 6300 Classical Theory ......cccvveveereevennnne. 3 hours
Students select from any SOCI prefix
course numbered SOCI 5000-8000
except for SOCI 5000. ......ccovvvvvrereererreeeeeenenn 9 hours
SOCI 7999 ThESIS ....vvuvviieiirieerieerie e 6 hours

Successful completion of the Graduate Compr ehensive Examination

Total Required for theDegree .......coevcveevesieve v seeseese e 33 semester hours
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Outcome Assessments

Educational outcomesfor the Masters of Science degree with amajor in sociology will
be assessed by multiple techniques including the following:

1 Program faculty will meet regularly to plan and to assess student and program
outcomes.

2. The Sociological Practice/Thesis courses will provide opportunities to assess
writing and oral presentation skills.

3. The Comprehensive Examinationswill provide ameans of ng outcomes
of the program.

4. Graduate exit surveyswill be givento all students successfully completing the
program.

5. When available, university-wide data pertaining to the program and its gradu-
ates will be used for assessment and improvement.

MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE
WITHAMAJORIN MARRIAGEAND FAMILY THERAPY

Marriage and Family Therapy addresses the interpersonal and social context of
mental health and emational problems. To qualify studentsto practice MFTH, the cur-
riculum for the master’s degree program with a major in marriage and family therapy
focuses on the knowledge and skills necessary to assess and intervene in the interac-
tions among people. It prepares students to use an active, positive approach to therapy
that will help individualsand their familiesbuild on their strengths, improve communica
tion, and devel op solutionsto their problems.

The Master of Sciencedegreewith amajor in marriage and family therapy prepares
students for licensure as Marriage and Family Therapists in Georgia and for clinical
membership in the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT).
Thecurriculum, developed to meet national standards, linkstheory and practicethrough-
out training. A twelve-month clinical practicumisrequired. Studentsreceive at least 500
hours of direct client contact and 100 hours of AAMFT approved supervision. Practicum
experienceis provided at the on-site Marriage and Family Therapy Training Clinic and
through community placements. Course work includes some assignments and activities
that encourage self-exploration and personal growth.

Department requirementsin addition to Univer sity
Requirementsfor Admission, Retention, and Graduation

Special AdmissionsRequirements
Application to the Marriage and Family Therapy Master’s degree program requires:

1 Previouscourse work in human devel opment, family dynamics, social and behav-
ioral sciences, and statistics. Students |acking these prerequisites will be required
to complete these deficiencies in addition to the required coursework.

2 Undergraduate grade point average of 2.5 (minimum)

3. GRE score of 800 (combination of verbal plus the higher of the quantitative or
analytical scores)
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4. Three letters of reference specifically addressing qualifications for Marriage and
Family Therapy

5. An essay describing yourself and your professiona goals.

6. Personal qualities such asahigh degree of self-awareness, emotional maturity and
stability, opennessto avariety of perspectives, and respect for adiverse clientele.
Prospective studentswill be screened for these requirementsin personal interviews
during the admissions process.

7. Related work or volunteer experienceisrecommended.

Enrollment islimited. Deadline for applicationsis March 1 of each year. Applica
tionsreceived after March 1 will be considered on aspace-available basis. Classes start
in August. Academic credit will not begivenfor life experience or previouswork experi-
ence.

Special Retention Requirements

Students are screened for personal and academic readiness prior to enrollment in
the clinical practica. Students must demonstrate professionally appropriate behavior
and may be terminated for non-academic reasons.

Special Graduation Requirements

Students must compl ete 60 semester hourswith a“B” average or higher. Curriculum
includes 42 hours classroom instruction and 18 hours supervised practice. Students
must pass a comprehensive exam when most course work has been completed.

Sdlected Educational Outcomes

Students completing the Marriage and Family Therapy Master of Sciences degree
program will demonstrate mastery inthefollowing:

1  Assuming the profession role and identity of amarriage and family therapist.

2 Applying asystems/relational understanding to the assessment and treatment
of mental health and emotional problems.

3. Considering the relevance of ethnicity, race, gender, socioeconomic status,
and culture when developing treatment plans.

4.  Applying the various theoretical models of marriage and family therapy to
practice.

5. Demonstrating clinical competency inthe practice of MFTH.

6. Practice according to the American Association for Marriage and Family
Therapy’'s (AAMFT) ethical code.

Examplesof Outcome Assessments

1 Faculty assessment of student performancein all courses includes requiring
studentsto demonstrate their ability to integrate course content and make case
application. Written case applications are stressed.
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2. The comprehensive exam taken by students prior to graduation eval uates the
students' ability to integrate and apply information from the training program
asawhole. It also measures effectiveness of the program in teaching essential
concepts.

3. Practicum supervisors will evaluate the clinical performance of each student.
Community practicum site directorswill also complete aform evaluating their
impressions of the training program.

4. Theability of graduatesto passthe national MFTH exam and obtain licensure
is another measure of outcome.

Required CourseWork

Areal: Theoretical Foundations. ..........ccccoveeveieerie e 5hours
MFTH 7101: Family SystemsTheories* ........cccoceevvvreivninnnns 3 hours
MFTH 7103: Adv. TheorieSSeminars .........ccceeveeeeveevvesveennenns 2 hours
* Additional Theoretical Foundationsincludedin MFTH 6800

Areall: Clinical PractiCe. .......occoovieeiiieece ettt 15hours
MFTH 7102; InterventionsinMFTH ..........ccoceveevenene 3 hours

MFTH 7400: Psychopathology & Pharmacology ...... 3 hours
MFTH 7601: Treatment Issuesin Family Therapy .....3 hours

MFTH 7602: Couples& Sex Therapy ......cccoeevevevrenne. 3 hours
MFTH 7700: AssessmentinMFTH .....cocovvvinnennn 3 hours
Arealll: Individual Development & Family Relations. .........cc.cceceeveuenee. 9hours
MFTH 6700: Family SOCIOIOgY ......covrvereereereereereeennnns 3 hours
MFTH 7500: Developmentinthe Family System ....... 3 hours
MFTH 7050: Class, Gender, & Ethniclssues .............. 3 hours
Areas|V: Professional identity & Ethics. ......ccccovvvevevccecccce e 5hours
MFTH 6800: OrientatioNntOMFTH .....ccocecvvviiiiinen 3 hours
MFTH 7350: Legal IssueSinMFTH ......cccovvvivevninneee 1 hour
MFTH 7880: Professiona Seminar ........ccccoceeeverervenenn 1 hour
AreaV: RESEAICH. ..o e 3hours
MFTH 7200: ResearchinMFTH ..o 3 hours
AreaVI: EIECHIVES. ..c.ooveivieieeee e minimum of 5hours
MFTH 7900: TRESIS ..cvviriereriereeie e 6 hours
SOCI 7021: SEELISHCS .ttt 3 hours
MFTH 7510: Human Sexuadity & Gender .................... 3 hours
MFTH 7550; Family Stress& Crisis .....coovvvvvrereneenns 3 hours
MFTH 7650: Specia TopicsinMFTH ................. 1 hour each
Other approved courses
AreaVIl: Supervised Clinical Practice. ......ccccoeveeveeecerce s 18 hours
(1 year, minimum 500 hoursdirect client contact)
MFTH 7600: PracticuminMFTH ..o, 18 hours
Total Required for theDegree ........ceeeeveevvvereriennnne minimum of 60 semester hours

The degree requires a minimum of two years to complete and requires summer

study. Three-year and four-year plans are also available.
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