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Mission  Statement
Valdosta  State  University

Since 1913, Valdosta State University has been a major provider of educational ser-
vices for south Georgia.  The beauty and consistency of its Spanish Mission style of
architecture are indicative of its dedication to serving the region’s heritage while de-
veloping programs and services to enhance its future.

Within the context of the University System’s mission and vision, Georgia South-
ern University and Valdosta State University share core characteristics as regional
universities.  While these two universities both embody the common characteristics
presented below, variations in their purposes, histories, traditions, and settings allow
each also to focus on its own distinctiveness and accomplishments.

The core characteristics include:

� a commitment to excellence and responsiveness within a scope of influence
defined by the needs of a specific region of the state, and by particularly
outstanding programs or distinctive characteristics that have a magnet effect
even beyond the region;

� a commitment to a teaching/learning environment, both inside and outside
the classroom, that sustains instructional excellence, serves a diverse and
well-prepared student body, promotes high levels of student achievement,
offers academic assistance, and provides developmental studies programs for
a limited student cohort;

� a range of disciplinary and interdisciplinary academic programming at the
baccalaureate and master’s levels as well as a range of professional programs
at the baccalaureate and postbaccalaureate levels, including a limited number
of professionally-oriented doctoral level programs;

� a commitment to public service, continuing education, technical assistance,
and economic development activities that address the needs, improve the qual-
ity of life, and raise the educational level within the university’s scope of
influence;

� a commitment to scholarly and creative work to enhance instructional effec-
tiveness and to encourage faculty scholarly pursuits, and a commitment to
research in selected areas of institutional strength and focused on regional
need.

As a regional university in south Georgia, Valdosta State cooperates with other
University System institutions to insure that the region receives the services it needs.
To expand its programmatic outreach, it develops and offers programs by distance
learning and at off-campus locations throughout the region.  It will continue to exer-
cise a leadership role in meeting the needs of the region, particularly in providing
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access to professionally-oriented doctoral programs, primarily in education, and to
applied research.

VSU prides itself on offering nationally accredited programs in Art, Business,
Music, Nursing, Sports Medicine, Speech and Language Pathology, School Psychol-
ogy, and Teacher Education, which have a magnet effect beyond the institution’s pri-
mary setting.  In its academic credit programming, VSU will place a priority on devel-
oping existing programs that aid the educational, economic, cultural, and social ad-
vancement of its region and new programs in health-related professions and public
administration.  The programs will continue to be supported by strong preparatory
courses and majors in the humanities, sciences, and social studies.  VSU also remains
committed to pre-professional programs preparing its undergraduate students for medi-
cal, legal, technical, and other professional study.

In its service to students, VSU concentrates on those from the region including a
large number of older, non-traditional students who live and work off-campus and
many who transfer from other institutions.  To serve its region and to attain maximum
educational benefits, the university promotes an atmosphere which attracts a diversi-
fied student body, of which a representative proportion will be minority students.

VSU promotes a successful learning experience by maintaining services for mi-
nority, disabled, veteran, international, and other students with special needs.  To aid
in developing the whole student, it provides counseling, health services, academic
advising, special assistance, honors programs, international programs, career plan-
ning, and many co-curricular activities.

VSU is committed to providing life-long learning and to the economic and cul-
tural development of its region.  It offers various non-credit programs and services
through the South Georgia Institute, ArtSouth, the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra, the
Music Society, and other organizations.  Community relations are enhanced through
alumni services and VSU-TV and Radio.  Community service and technical assistance
are offered by faculty and staff in a variety of forms.

Research, scholarship, and creative endeavors exist primarily to meet the regional
needs of schools, businesses, and other organizations, and to promote faculty develop-
ment and instructional improvement.

VSU aspires to improve continuously the quality of its programs, scholarship, and
student services.  Assessment of programs, the raising of standards, and the refine-
ment of learning technologies will  improve the university.  To aid in obtaining this
objective, institutional research and planning, external funding, and collaborative re-
lationships with other institutions will be promoted.  To a great extent, VSU will
continue to develop as a regional university serving its south Georgia constituency by
implementing programs that meet student needs and providing the maximum oppor-
tunity for faculty development.

Approved and adopted by the Board of Regents
of the University System of Georgia, July 9, 1996.
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HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY

A special act of the Georgia Legislature established an institution of higher
learning in Valdosta, Georgia, in 1906. However, no appropriation was made for
buildings or maintenance until the summer of 1911, when the State appropriated $30,000
for a building and equipment.

With a community enthusiasm that has continued to the present day, the City of
Valdosta first donated 60 acres of land and $50,000 to be used toward establishing the
college. The first building, Converse Hall, was erected and furnished at a cost of $55,000.

In 1912, the Legislature granted an adequate annual appropriation for mainte-
nance, and the future of the institution was assured. The college, called the South
Georgia State Normal College, opened to “young ladies” on January 2, 1913, and
offered two years of college work.

An act of the Legislature in 1922 changed the institution’s name to Georgia State
Woman’s College at Valdosta and authorized a four-year program leading to the
bachelor’s degree.

The Board of Regents made the College coeducational in 1950 and changed the
name to Valdosta State College.

In 1993, Valdosta State College was named a Regional University.  In fall 1998,
Valdosta State University adopted the semester system, along with other units of the
University System of Georgia.

The institution has been led by six presidents:  Richard Holmes Powell (1913-
1933), Jere Madison Pound (1933-1935), Frank Robertson Reade (1935-1948), James
Ralph Thaxton (1948-1966), Sidney Walter Martin (1966-1978), and Hugh Coleman
Bailey (1978 to the present).

Valdosta State University offers undergraduate work leading to the following de-
grees: Associate of Applied Science, the Associate of Arts, the Bachelor of Arts in 14
major programs, the Bachelor of Science in 10 major programs, the Bachelor of Gen-
eral Studies, the Bachelor of Science in Nursing, the Bachelor of Science in Health
Fitness, the Bachelor of Science in Education in 10 major programs, the Bachelor of
Business Administration in 5 major programs, the Bachelor of Fine Arts in 4 major
programs, and the Bachelor of Music in 2 major programs.

Graduate degrees offered include Master of Education in 11 major programs; Master
of Arts with majors in English and history; Master of Science with majors in psychol-
ogy, sociology, and criminal justice; Master of Public Administration; Master of Busi-
ness Administration; Master of Accountancy; Master of Science in Nursing; Master of
Music Education; Master of Social Work; the Education Specialist in nine major pro-
grams, and the Doctor of Education degree in three major programs. New baccalaure-
ate and graduate degree programs are added from time to time to meet the needs of the
population served by the University.


