
 

NEW FACULTY ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

FALL 2021 

 

This year’s New Faculty Orientation is designed to provide new full-time VSU faculty members with the following: 

(1) The opportunity to meet and get to know other new faculty members across the university. 
(2) An introduction to Valdosta State University—its mission and plans as well as your role as faculty member. 
(3) An overview with the resources, materials, and modalities available as you begin your teaching responsibilities. 

 

 

Tuesday, August 3 

 

5-7 pm   Getting to Know VSU and Each Other  

University Center 

Magnolia Room 1 RSVP with a headcount via email to academicaffairs@valdosta.edu required 

 

 You and a guest are invited to join us for this reception where you will have the opportunity to meet 

each other and learn about how to gain the most from orientation. Our President and our Provost will 

be there to greet you. 

 

Wednesday, August 4 

 

All activities today will be held face-to-face; materials from these sessions will be stored in your BlazeVIEW “New Full-

Time Faculty ACYR 21-22” course.  Beverage service will be provided in both the morning and afternoon. 

 

Morning Sessions 

9:00-9:15  “Class” Photo 

 

9:30-11:00 am  Understanding Your Role as a Member of the VSU Faculty 

Library Auditorium Meet VSU’s Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Robert (Bob) Smith and Vice 

President for Student Success, Dr. Rodney Carr, as they lead a discussion about the role faculty play 

in a comprehensive university, VSU’s strategic goals and initiatives, our VSU students, academic 

mindset, and the resources available to faculty to assist student academic success. 

 

11:15-12:15  “Rules of the Road” 

Library Auditorium Dr. Sheri Gravett, Associate Provost for Academic Programs and Services, will provide guidelines 

about preparing for teaching at VSU. Information will include such topics as syllabi guidelines, 

scheduling, academic policies, and much more. 

BREAK 

 

Afternoon Sessions 

2-3:15   Developing a Campus Culture of Wellness 

Library Auditorium As faculty members, you have a role in being part of a campus environment that fosters well-being 

both for yourselves and your students.  Join our panel to   learn more about your resources as we 

discuss how to promote respect and inclusion, a safe and secure environment, and emotional and 

physical wellness. 

  

4-5 pm Opportunities Fair  

UC Magnolia Room This meet-and-greet gives new faculty the opportunity to meet retirement representatives, the South 

Georgia Greeting service and other key organizations and departments. Spouses/partners are 

welcome to participate.  

 

mailto:academicaffairs@valdosta.edu


 

 

 

Thursday, August 5 

 

Today is a Hy-Flex day.  In the morning and the afternoon, we will have beverage service available. You are encouraged 

to join all sessions in person; however, if you are unable to attend face-to-face, you may attend virtually via Blackboard 

Collaborate Ultra (https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/1221ae9eea5f44de80aeb0c6fba9e93d). 

 

Morning Sessions  

  

9:00-11:00  Tips for Effective Teaching the First Day F2F, Hybrid, or Fully Online 

University Center 

Magnolia Room 1 Dr. Jamie Landau will introduce you to VSU’s CELT (Center for Excellence in Learning & 

Teaching) and explore evidence-based strategies to get your class off to a successful start, whether 

you are teaching face-to-face or online. 

 

11:15-12:15  Introduction to Banner 

University Center 

Magnolia Room 1 Our registrar, Mr. Stanley Jones, will introduce you to VSU’s computer system as well as to 

important policies and procedures. 

 

Afternoon Sessions  

 

2:00-3:00  Systems Orientation/Technology Support 

Odum Library 3270 Information Technology (IT) will provide you with information regarding the various technology 

systems, technology training resources, Solution Center services, and computer security. 

 

3:15-4:00            Introduction to BlazeVIEW (Brightspace D2L) Learning Management  

Odum Library 3270 Our Center for eLearning will introduce you to VSU’s Learning Management System, BlazeVIEW 

(D2L) and feature the basics: learning how to access your online course area, post your syllabus, use 

available features such as adding content, creating discussion forums and topics, online quizzes, 

creating assignment dropboxes, and communicating with students.  

 

4:00-4:45  Extra Break-Out Sessions on setting up specific BlazeVIEW tools: 

Odum Library 3270         

• Basic Gradebook Setup (OL 3270) 

• Creating Quizzes and the Question Library (New Media Center OL 2633) - Collaborate Ultra 
Guest Link - https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/1d509d68505d49a4bb66d7503a8fb30d  

• Intro to Collaborate Ultra Video Conferencing Tool (OL 2619) - Collaborate Ultra Gust Link 
https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/149a8f62a8d34d859b3d647087a0bdfc 
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Friday, August 6 

 

Today’s sessions are largely all in-person except for the Odum Library session (10-10:30), which will be streamed via  

Microsoft Teams (New Faculty 2021 Team) 

 

9:00-10:00  Benefits? Retirement? Tell me more! 

New Media Center 

Odum Library – 1370 This drop-by session is designed for anyone wanting more information on how to gain the most from 

their USG benefits and retirement options. 

 

9:00-10:00  Welcome to Odum Library  

Odum Library   When you finish with your work on benefits and retirements,  join our librarians for some coffee and 

personalized tours of the library. 

 

10:00—10:30 Members of our reference faculty will introduce you to the many resources  

3270 Odum Library available to faculty and their students through Odum Library and the University of Georgia System. 

This presentation is available hy-flex; you may attend in person or stream via Microsoft Teams. 

 

12:30-2:00  Kick-Off to the New Faculty Learning Community and Lunch 

University Center 

Magnolia Room 1 

Join Dr. Jamie Landau for lunch as she introduces you to the New Faculty Learning Community 

available to you throughout the academic year. She will be joined by some members of last year’s 

FLC who will also share their experiences. 

The New Faculty Learning Community is a year-long cohort-based faculty learning community that 

addresses the needs of faculty who are in the first year of their jobs at VSU.  

As a follow-up to New Faculty Orientation, this group gathers every three weeks throughout the 

academic year for new faculty to support one another across disciplines and departments, 

comfortably discuss topics, and engage in activities that are relevant to this stage of their career at 

VSU. Sample areas of focus include high-impact pedagogy, creating inclusive and equitable 

classrooms, online teaching and educational technology, maintaining an active scholarly agenda, 

strategizing service opportunities, and preparing for the first-year review. 

 

First Day of Class, Monday, August 16 


