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Literary Devices & Motifs

Nietsche’s Dionysian and Apollonian forces:

Two-faced morality (1658, 1675-76)

©  The Cheval Mirror (1670, 1679)

Symbol of the two doors. (1653)

Irony: key to one door opens door to both (as a symbol). (1669, 1678)

©  Unintended irony: Jack the Ripper just two years later.
Grotesque fear of life (1661)
Detective fiction: Utterson a

in his pursuit of
Gothic Devices:

CRYPTIC MESSAGES: handwriting (1660), plethora of sealed letters, Jeckyll's lab notes.
‘GOTHIC DREAD: language of terror, Lanyan’s mysterious death, Jekyll's “illness” (1663).

FEMME/HOMME FATALE: Hyde murder’s Carew (1656)

THE GRISLY OR BIZARRE: tramples little girl (1646), Utterson’s dream of the faceless man /

Hyde’s actual face (1650-51), Jekyll's transformation into Hyde.
GOTHIC REVENGE (Jekyll’s suicide)
Humorous rhyme: Hyde died by cyanide. (1669)

Influences
Blackwood Magazine§Tales of Effect
_‘}B 5 1. Relate the experience of a mtagonist
o |u..\('l€#:‘0l""s caught in a terrifying predicament.
Foinburah Utterson® personality (1645, 1648, 1649)
MAGAZITTE. || 2. Situation is so terrifying the protagonist

experience.

with the Otruth.O
The was

has hallucinatory (or nearly so)

But this action is always dual in these Effect tales.

The explanation acts as a counterplot, a second
telling displacing the Ofiction® othe Odelusion®

authority of r eason & fact.
Stevenson INVER'S this effect.

letters relating the facts. (1675)

terror & delusion, but the effect is to exorise
irrational states of mind (madness) & confirm

Utterson@ misunderstanding is multi-layeed,
but stems from the reasonable assumption that

Jekyll & Hyde must be two distinct people.
Lanyon and Jeckyll dispel eason in their
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an London Metropolitan Police

Text as Cultural Artifact

Scotland Yard (1657)

Metropolitan Police (1655, 1673)
1829: The Metropolis Police Improvement
Bill
Sir Robert Peel, "The certainty of detection
is a far greater deterrent from crime than
severity of punishment.”

1848: eight men on the job in London
1878: forty men in London
Handwriting Analysis (1666)
Moral insanity. (1672, 1681)

Soho and theories about the moral effects of
environment. (1656)

Penny Post: Uniform Penny Post came into
force on 10 January 1840. However, the
stamps and the printed envelopes and
covers were not available until 6 May 1840.
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Big Victorian Questions

Does Nature change by itself?
Where does the agency for change
occur?
Darwin, Descent of Man (p.1544)
Galton: Eugenics (Greek for good
birth)
Eugenics is a study of methods
to “improve” the human race
by controlling reproduction.
Historiometry:
Agency (1658, 1681)
Where did Hyde come from?
(1660)
“...a stranger in my own
house” (1677)

O Paul Gray: “Cursed by Eugenics,”
Time 1999:

The "rise and fall of the theory
known as eugenics is in every
respect a cautionary tale. The
early eugenicists were usually
well-meaning progressive
types. They had imbibed their
Darwin and decided that the
process of natural selection
would improve if it were
guided by human intelligence.
They did not know they were
shaping a rationale for
atrocities.”
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Social Eugenics

Decadence: the state of being
degenerate in mental or moral qualities.
“Sloped differently”: Jekyll and Hyde

(1660)

Lombroso’s Theory of Innate Criminality.
He classified personalities & behavior of
soldiers.

By relating these traits to their physical
features, he hoped to establish a
biological basis for mental health &
disease. (1648)

Hyde embodies fear that behavior can cause
atavism. (1651, 1655, 1667)
Troglodytes & Hairy knuckles... (1652,
1679, 1684-1685)




