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Biography and Context 

•  Jean Rhys’s Biography 
–  Creole  
–  Experience: arrested in 

1949 for assault. 
–  Holloway Prison v. 

Holloway Sanatorium 
(2369) 

•  England’s Caribbean 
Windrush Generation: 
1948-1972 

•  Contemporary British  
Afro-Caribbean  
Relations 

Realism 
•  Focuses on this life, this world.  

–  Use a narrative position to observe ethical issues accurately. 
(2361) 
•  Historical Context for Selena’s POV (2365) 

–  What people are rather than what they ought to be.  
•  Sims (2362, 2363) 
•  Selina’s reflection (2370) 

–  Avoid the tragic or cataclysmic situation or defuse it to 
everyday proportions. (2365) 
•  Selena’s Song (2366, 2370, 2372) 
•  Contemporary song: “Holloway Girl” 

•  Verisimilitude: a reflection of the experience--
material, psychological or both--of reality (2367, 2368) 
–  Gothic images: the house (2362) and the “castle” (2370) 

•  Organic morality emphasizing the complexity of 
moral choice (2364) 
–  Relativistic or pluralistic truth(s) (2371) 
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Veronica Marie Gregg: Jean Rhys's Historical 
Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole 

Gregg p. 179 

More from Gregg 

Gregg 180 


