
Geography of the Middle East - GEOG 3920 (A)

Time and Place: 
Tuesday & Thursday

11:00 am - 12:15 pm

NH 3041
CRN 80930
Instructor:

Prof. Michael G. Noll
NH 2160

333-7143
mgnoll@valdosta.edu



http://www.valdosta.edu/~mgnoll
Office Hours:

Tuesdays (12:30 – 2:00 pm) & Wednesdays (12:30 – 2:00 pm), and by appointment.

Course Objectives:

Time and again the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Iran-Iraq War of 1980-1988, the first Gulf War (1990-1991), the second Gulf War (2003 - present), the war(s) in Afghanistan, the rise of Islamic fundamentalism, and many other issues have thrust the Middle East into the American public consciousness. Yet (and despite our continuing dependence on oil) we seem to know little about the nations and cultures of the Middle East. Consequently, this course will introduce students to the region of the Middle East and will focus on aspects of physical and cultural geography as well as the geopolitical background of some of the most recent issues.

More specifically, we will follow the aspired education outcomes of VSU’s Core Curriculum and, when appropriate, the Environmental Geosciences major. Thus, among other things, students in this course will:

· develop a general understanding of the Middle East
· gain cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of Middle Eastern societies

· use computer and information technology to further explore the historical and cultural richness of this region

· demonstrate a good knowledge of the different Middle astern societies and the environments they inhabit

· and build on the knowledge gained of Middle Eastern cultures to reflect on our current geopolitical situation and the historic involvement of the U.S. in this region
In other words, this course addresses components 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 of VSU’s general education outcomes, and components 1 and 2 of the selected educational outcomes for Environmental Geosciences majors.

For more information on VSU’s general education outcomes, please visit the following website:

http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml
Required Materials:

Held, Colbert C., Middle East Patterns: Places, Peoples, and Politics (Boulder: Westview Press, 


2007, 5th edition).






Recommended Atlas:

Rand Mc. Nally, Atlas of World Geography (Rand Mc. Nally, 2005).
Class Attendance and Participation: 
As an instructor, I want you to attend my course. I will do everything possible to make our class a fun learning experience. Your success in this course will very much depend on your attendance and participation. The evidence is simply overwhelming that regular class attendance correlates with higher grades and irregular class attendance correlates with lower grades. To keep record of your attendance, I will take roll at each class. It will be your responsibility to sign these class rolls!
In addition, please note the following VSU policy: 

“A student who misses 20% of the scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade [F] in the course.” (Undergraduate Catalog 2009-2010, p. 90)
Cellular Phones, Pagers and Laptops in the Classroom:

Cellular phones and pagers need to be turned off or silenced during all scheduled classes.  If your phone goes off during class, you will be asked to leave and not return until the next class session.  Moreover, please refrain from sending and responding to text messages during class.  

At any time during the semester, inappropriate usage of laptops (checking emails, accessing social networking sites, surfing the internet, etc.) can result in banning laptop usage for the remainder of the semester.  

In other words, please be courteous of others and observe professional behavior in the classroom at all times.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:
The VSU Student Handbook states among other things:

“Plagiarism is prohibited. Themes, essays, term papers, tests, and other similar requirements must be the work of the student submitting them. When direct quotations are used, they must be indicated, and when the ideas of another are incorporated in the paper they must be appropriately acknowledged.” (p. 99) 

Anyone found guilty of academic dishonesty (including cheating on exams) will receive an “F” in this course. In addition, VSU policy dictates that all instances be reported to the administration for possible disciplinary action.
Disabilities: 

Students requiring classroom accommodations because of a documented disability should contact the Special Services Program located in Farber Hall. The phone number of the Special Services Program is 245‑2498. As soon as such students have registered with the Special Services Office, they should discuss their needs with me.

Term Paper: 

Since this is an upper-division class, I will ask you to write a term paper on a topic of your choice, but this topic has to be directly related to the geography of the Middle East. 
Please Note:

I MUST approve the general topic of your term paper before you start working on it!
EVERYONE must turn in a one-page proposal for the term paper by September 24! Those who do not turn in a proposal by that date will automatically see their term paper grade reduced by one letter grade!

The due date for your term paper is November 12!

Below are some guidelines for the term paper format:

1.
use headings and subheadings (whenever appropriate) to structure your paper

2.
use margins of one-inch on all sides

3.
use a 12-point font (e.g. Times Roman, Universal, Arial, Courier)

4.
put page numbers on every page except the title page

5.
all papers must be double-spaced

6.
italics must be used for foreign words or titles of books and journals

7.
cite original references in the body of your paper as (Smith and Johnson, 1993)

8.
a minimum of 6 pages and a maximum of 10 pages, excluding tables, illustrations, etc.

9.
thoroughly proofread and spell check your paper before you hand it in!

Failure to adhere to these rules will result in points being deducted!
For any format questions in regard to your term paper, please consult manuals like The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1993) or the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (Washington DC: American Psychological Association, 2001) available in the reference section of Odum Library.

NOTE: Although you can use the Internet for your research, you must have a MINIMUM of five scholarly sources (peer-reviewed publications) for your term paper! Although I encourage you to use GALILEO (in addition to standard catalogues and indices) to find any kind of scholarly resources you may need via the internet, web sites per se are NOT considered scholarly sources! If you hand in a term paper with less than five scholarly sources, your project will automatically receive a lower grade. 
If you don’t know how to use GALILEO and the available resources at Odum Library, or simply don’t know “how to do research”, ask for help at the reference desk, or go to the following website:
http://www.valdosta.edu/library/learn/howto.shtml
Recommended Databases for your GALILEO Research are:

Academic Search Premier (EBSCO)

Research Library (ProQuest)

Social Sciences Abstracts 

DON’T hesitate to ask a reference librarian for help and start early as you may have to order materials through Interlibrary Loan Services at Odum Library! 

In addition, some useful links for more resources in regard to Middle Eastern Studies can be found at http://www.uga.edu/usg-middle-east/links.html
Exams & Quizzes: 

There will be two exams (a midterm and a final) plus a map exam. Each exam will be graded on a separate curve. Cheating on exams will not be tolerated (see the above section on “Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism”)! I will give you my best during class meetings, and I expect the same from you during my exams. I will also give three unannounced quizzes during the semester!
Grading: 
Final grades will be calculated from your two exam scores (20% each, or 40% total), your map exam (15%), the score from your term paper (30%), and the three quizzes (5% each, or 15% total).
Final grades will be based on the following scale:

 A =   90 - 100% 

B =  80 -   89%

C =  70 -   79% 

D =  60 -   69% 

F =    < 60%     

To help you study for the exams, I will provide you with my lecture notes (available on my website). Thus, the best way to prepare for the exams is to take good class notes, carefully read your textbook, and utilize my lecture notes. 

The will be NO make-up exams!

Extra Credit:

There will be NO opportunities for extra credit to boost your final grade! So don’t slack! 

Tentative Lecture Schedule:





Date:

Lecture Topic:






Required Readings:

August
18

Tricontinental Junction: An Introduction 



Chapter 1
20

“Why We Fight”
25

“Peace, Propaganda & the Promised Land”
27

The Face of the Earth





Chapter 2
September

  1

The Face of the Earth





Chapter 2 

  3 

Patterns of Time: Historical-Geographical Foundations

Chapter 3

  8

Patterns of Time: Historical-Geographical Foundations

Chapter 3
10

“Islam: Empire of Faith”
15

“Islam: Empire of Faith”
17

Patterns of Peoples, Cultures, and Settlements 


Chapter 4
22

Patterns of Peoples, Cultures, and Settlements 


Chapter 4
24

The Desert and the Sown: Land Use



Chapter 5
29 

The Desert and the Sown: Land Use



Chapter 5
October
  1 

The Earth and the State: Geopolitics



Chapter 8

  6

The Earth and the State: Geopolitics



Chapter 8
  8

““War Made Easy” (Midterm / last day to withdraw)
13 

Midterm Exam
15 

Focus: Israeli-Palestinian Conflict



Chapter 12

19-20

Fall Break

22

“Palestine is Still the Issue”
27

Focus: Israeli-Palestinian Conflict



Chapter 12
29

Focus: Iraq






Chapter 13
November


  3 

“Uncovered: The War on Iraq”
  5

Focus: Iraq






Chapter 13
10

Focus: Turkey






Chapter 18



12

“Mustafa Kemal Atatürk”



17

Focus: Turkey






Chapter 18

19

Focus: Iran






Chapter 19
24

“The Last Shah”
25-27

Thanksgiving Break

December

  1

Focus: Iran / you will receive your take-home exam

Chapter 19



  3 

Concluding discussions on terrorism, geopolitics & 


the Middle East / “Orientalism”
  4

Your Take Home Exam is due (5 PM / 2011 NH)!

