
Cultural Geography - GEOG 3410 (A)
Time and Place: 
Mondays & Wednesdays
2:00– 3:15 pm
2075 Nevins Hall
CRN 21618
Instructor:

Prof. Michael G. Noll
2216 Nevins Hall
333-7143
mgnoll@valdosta.edu



http://www.valdosta.edu/~mgnoll
Office Hours:

Tuesdays (9:30 – 11:00 am) & Wednesdays (1:00 – 2:00 pm) and ***by appointment***.

Course Objectives:
The discipline of geography involves the study of the earth as the home of people. Geographers concentrate on the spatial aspects of people’s relationship with the earth and with each other. In simple terms, we examine the WHY of WHERE. In this course we study the spatial variations of cultures on the earth’s surface and analyze the ways in which factors like religion, language, politics, and others influence our collective human behavior. In order to fully understand these spatial variations, we will closely examine the most important concepts in cultural geography: culture region, cultural diffusion, cultural ecology, cultural interaction, and cultural landscape.

In addition to these general course objectives, we will follow the aspired education outcomes of VSU’s Core Curriculum. Thus, among other things, students in this course will:

· develop a general understanding of the different concepts in cultural geography
· gain cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of other cultures in our society and on our planet

· use computer and information technology to further explore the cultural richness of our planet

· demonstrate a good knowledge of the different popular and folk cultures in our society and elsewhere 

· and build on the knowledge gained of other cultures to reflect on our own society and culture(s)

For more information on VSU’s general education outcomes, please visit the following website:

http://www.valdosta.edu/pers/gened.shtml
Warning: This course will present and discuss controversial materials to examine different aspects of culture such as “religion” and “politics”. If you suffer from a heart condition, from xenophobia, or get your information of current events only from such sources as Fox News, this will be an eye opening and challenging experience. However, it is ultimately not important for your success in this course if you are a “conservative”, a “libertarian”, or a “liberal”. In the end the only thing that matters is that you keep an open mind, that you use your textbook, and that you study your materials!
Required Textbook and Recommended Atlas: 

Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov et al. Fundamentals of The Human Mosaic - A Thematic Approach to Cultural Geography (W. H. Freeman and Company, First Edition, 2011).

Rand Mc. Nally, Atlas of World Geography (Rand Mc. Nally, 2009).

Class Attendance and Participation: 
I want you to attend my course. I will do everything possible to make our class a fun learning experience. Your success in this course will very much depend on your attendance and participation. The evidence is simply overwhelming that regular class attendance correlates with higher grades. To encourage your attendance, if you miss less than 3 classes I will add two extra points to your final grade point average. On average, more than 10% of the class will be able to use these points to get a better grade at the end of the semester! To keep record of your attendance, I will take roll at each class. It will be your responsibility to sign these class rolls!
In addition, please note the following VSU policy: 

“A student who misses 20% of the scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade [F] in the course.” (Undergraduate Catalog 2011-2012, p. 89)

Cellular Phones, Pagers, I-Pads and Laptops in the Classroom:

Cellular phones and pagers need to be turned off or silenced during ALL scheduled classes.  If your phone goes off during class, you may be asked to leave.  Moreover, refrain from sending and responding to text messages during class. Honestly, if you want to chat or text with a friend instead of paying attention to what goes on in your classes, simply stay home! 
Likewise, inappropriate use of I-pads or laptops (checking emails, social networking, surfing the internet, playing games, etc.) can result in banning I-pads and laptops for the remainder of the semester.  

In other words, please be courteous of others and observe professional behavior in the classroom at all times.
Note: repeated disregard of this policy by a student can have one or more of the following consequences: lower or failing grade, disciplinary action, withdrawal from the course.    

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:
The VSU Student Handbook states among other things:

“Plagiarism is prohibited. Themes, essays, term papers, tests, and other similar requirements must be the work of the student submitting them. When direct quotations are used, they must be indicated, and when the ideas of another are incorporated in the paper they must be appropriately acknowledged.” (p. 59) 

Anyone found guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an “F” in this course.  In addition, current VSU policy dictates that all instances be reported to the administration for disciplinary action.
Disabilities: 

Students requiring classroom accommodations because of a documented disability should contact the Special Services Program located in Farber Hall. The phone number of the Special Services Program is 245‑2498. As soon as such students have registered with the Special Services Office, they should discuss their needs with me.

Term Paper: 

Since this is an upper-division course, you will have to work on a term paper of your choice, but within the framework of cultural geography. I encourage students to team up with a fellow student in the class so that you can share the responsibility for research, data analysis, and the discussion of your findings! The term paper is worth 30% of your final grade! 

Please note the following guidelines for your term paper:

1)
Everyone must turn in a proposal by February 24! If I have not received a proposal by this date, I will subtract 10 percentage points from your final grade!
2)
Each term paper proposal must include a minimum of 10 scholarly sources **relevant** to the topic! 
Those who have less than 10 scholarly sources will see their term paper grade reduced!
3) 
Web sites per se are NOT considered scholarly sources!
4)
Those who turn in a poorly written or incomplete proposal will see their term paper grade reduced!
5)
Due date for the term paper itself is March 29!

6)
Good starting points for doing your research are the following databases accessible via GALILEO:

Academic Search Premier (EBSCO)

Research Library (ProQuest)

Social Sciences Abstracts 
7)
If you do not know how to do research, evaluate sources and/or cite references, I highly recommend 
to either talk with a reference librarian at Odum Library and/or visit the following website:

http://www.valdosta.edu/library/learn/howto.shtml
Term paper format guidelines (any violation of these guidelines will lead to a reduction of your grade):
1.
Use headings, subheadings and paragraphs to structure your paper

2.
Use margins of one-inch on all sides

3.
Use a 12-point font 
4.
Put page numbers on every page except the title page

5.
All papers must be double-spaced

6.
Italics must be used for foreign words or titles of books and journals

7.
Cite original references in the body of your paper

8.
A maximum of 10% of your term paper can consist of direct quotes.

9.
Your term paper must have a minimum of 8 pages and a maximum of 12 pages, excluding tables, illustrations, etc.
10.
Thoroughly proofread and spell check your paper before you hand it in

  11.
List references in the bibliography of your term paper alphabetically
  12.
Depending on your major you may either use the APA, MLA or Chicago writing/formatting styles

(Manuals for these styles can be found in the reference section of Odum Library.)
NOTE: Start early as you may have to order materials through Interlibrary Loan Services at Odum Library! 
Exams : 

There will be three exams. Each exam will be graded on a separate curve. Cheating on exams will not be tolerated (see the above section on “Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism”)! I will give you my best during class meetings and I expect the same from you during exams. 

Grading: 
Final grades will be calculated from your three exam scores plus the score from your term paper. Each of your two highest exam scores plus the score from your term paper will be worth 30% each of your final grade (or 90% in total). Your lowest exam score will only count for 10% of your final grade. 
Final grades will be based on the following scale:

 A =  90 - 100% 

B =  80 -   89%

C =  70 -   79% 

D =  60 -   69% 

F =    < 60%     

To help you study for the exams, I will make my lecture notes available online and we will have a short review session prior to each exam. Thus, the best way to prepare for my exams is to take good class notes, read your textbook, work with my lecture notes, and ask questions during classes and review sessions. 
Read the following CAREFULLY!

Make-Up Exam:
There will be NO make-up exam! In other words, do not, for any reason, miss a scheduled exam. 

Extra Credit: 

With the exception of the 2% extra credit for regular attendance (see above), there will usually be NO other opportunity for you to boost your final grade with any extra credit! So don’t slack! 
_______________

Tentative Lecture Schedule:





Date:

Lecture Topic:






Required Readings:

January
  9

Introduction

11

“The Eleventh Hour”
16

Martin Luther King Holiday
18

Cultural Geography: An Introduction



Chapter 1

23

Cultural Geography: An Introduction



Chapter 1

25

Cultural Geography: An Introduction



Chapter 1

30

Folk and Popular Cultures




Chapter 2
February
  1

Folk and Popular Cultures




Chapter 2

  6

Folk and Popular Cultures




Chapter 2

  8

Exam 1
13

“Baraka” or “Affluenza”
15

Population Geography





Chapter 3
20

Population Geography





Chapter 3
22

Population Geography





Chapter 3
27

“Do You Speak American”?

29

The Geography of Language




Chapter 4
March

  5 

The Geography of Language




Chapter 4
  7

The Geography of Language




Chapter 4
12-16

Spring Break
19 

Exam 2
21

Political Geography





Chapter 6
26

“War Made Easy”
28

Political Geography





Chapter 6
April
  2

“Peace, Propaganda & the Promised Land”
  4

Political Geography





Chapter 6
  9

The Geography of Religion




Chapter 7
11

Field Trip to “Sunset Hill Cemetery”

16

“Islam: Empire of Faith”


18

“Inside Mecca: The Hajj”

23

The Geography of Religion




Chapter 7
25

The Geography of Religion




Chapter 7

30

Concluding Discussions about our Human Mosaic
May 2

Final Exam, Wednesday, 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm, 2075 NH



