CHAPTER THREE
Geographies of Religion: Spaces and Places of Faith

Introduction:


-
What is religion?


-
proselytic vs. ethnic religions


-
monotheism vs. polytheism


-
animism, agnosticism, atheism
I)
Religious Culture Regions

What is the spatial pattering of religious faiths?


A) Christianity (~ 2 billion)


-
division into Eastern and Western groups in the 11th century



-
Eastern Groups: Coptic, Maronites, Nestorians, Eastern Orthodox



-
Roman Catholicism as the unified western group until Protestant breakaway of the late 1400s and early 1500s




-
Martin Luther in 1517!



-
religious patterns in the United States 




-
Bible Belt




-
Lutheran Belt




-
Roman Catholicism




-
Mormon Realm 


B)
Islam (~ 1.2 billion)



-
brief history




-
Five Pillars of the Islam




-
Division into two major groups 





-
Sunni & Shiite Muslims


C)
Judaism (~ 16 million)




-
Diaspora after 1st century AD





-
Sephardim & Ashkenazim




-
Holocaust and Nazi Germany




-
Zionism and the creation of the state of Israel in 1947-48


D)
Hinduism (~ 800 million)




-
polytheistic religion




-
reincarnation and the principle of ahimsa




-
caste system




-
Jainism as offspring





-
stern asceticism / vegetarianism




-
Sikhism as attempt to unify Hinduism and Islam (monotheistic / Adi Granth) 


E)
Buddhism (~ 400 million)



-
the Four Noble Truths




-
major branches within Buddhism





-
Mahayana





-
Theravada





-
Tantrayana (Lamaism)


F)

Animism / Shamanism (~ 240 million)




-
Sub-Saharan Africa




-
Umbanda, Santeria, Candomble, Voodoo


G)
Secularization (~ 913 million)




-
non-religious, agnosticism, atheism




-
secularized areas in Europe


H)
Sacred Space




-
sacred places (examples?)




-
mystical places (examples?)

II)
Religious Diffusion

A)
The Semitic Religious Hearth




-
Judaism




-
Christianity




-
Islam


B)
The Indus-Ganges Hearth




-
Hinduism (incl. offshoots)




-
Buddhism (with various branches)


C)
Barriers and Time Distance Decay




-
Permeable & absorbing barriers





e.g. Native Americans & the Chinese


D)
Religion and Globalization




-
will there be a religious globalization?

E)
World War III




-
Will religion be responsible for another World War? Examples?

III)
Religious Ecology

A)
Appeasing the Forces of Nature




-
religion as adaptive strategy?




-
animism and its connections to geomancy (feng shui)




-
environmental influence in other religions? Hinduism? Shintoism? Christianity?


B)
The Environment and Monotheism




-
does monotheism only arise in environments such as deserts?


C)
Ecotheology




-
what role does religion play in habitat modification?



-
Judeo-Christian world view vs. those of other groups




-
teleology: was the world created for human beings?




-
mechanistic vs. organic views of the world




-
ecofeminism, earth goddesses and the Gaia Hypothesis vs. a Judeo-Christian teleology and the modern ecological crisis


D)
Godliness and Greenness




-
are Green teaching and environmental protection part of the Judeo-Christian tradition? 




-
Is God “green” in other religions?


E)
Religion and Environmental Perception




-
How does religion shape your perception of the environment and thus your capacity to protect or destroy portions of it?




-
How do we view natural hazards across religious borders, even within Christianity?

IV)
Cultural Interaction in Religion

A)
Religion and Economy




-
wine, fish, pork, etc.


B)
Religious Pilgrimage




-
Mecca, Rome, Lourdes, Varanasi, etc.


C)
Religion and Political Geography 




-
theocracies (e.g. Iran)



-
state churches (e.g. Norway)




-
political parties (e.g. Germany)

V)
Religious Landscapes

A)
Religious Structures




-
mosques, synagogues, churches, chapels, etc.


B)
Landscapes of the Dead




-
from pyramids in Egypt and the Taj Mahal in India to cemeteries of Europe, the Americas and other parts of the world



-
Field trip to Sunset Hill Cemetery!


C)
Religious Names on the Land




-
from “St. Jean” and “Saint Augustine” to “Notre Dames” and “Los Angeles”
