Chapter One

Cultural Geography - Science and Art

I.
Some introductory Questions:



What is a region? 



What is geography?

What is culture?


What is cultural geography?

II.
The 5 Major Themes in Cultural Geography:


1)
Culture Region
· 
formal culture regions

· 
functional culture regions

· vernacular culture regions



terminology: cultural traits, cultural borders, border 





zones, nodes, core-periphery patterns, 





perception and identity

2)
Cultural Diffusion
· expansion diffusion


(contagious, hierarchical, stimulus)

· relocation diffusion



terminology: independent innovation, time-distance decay, 




absorbing barriers, permeable barriers, 





neighborhood effect, globalization (?)


3)
Cultural Ecology
· ecology & ecosystems

· adaptive strategies

· four schools of thought or themes:



a) environmental determinism 





(humans as clay to be molded by a dominant nature)



b) environmental possibilism





(local cultures develop within the possibilities offered 




by the environment) 




c) environmental perception





(choices people make depend on their perception of 




the environment rather than the actual character)



d) humans as modifiers of the earth





(humans mold nature)


4)
Cultural Interaction
· intertwined facets of culture (e.g. religion)

· cultural geography as a social science, developing spatial models (e.g. diffusion models)

· humanistic geographers try to grasp a “sense of place” or the uniqueness of a region

· power, ideology & postmodernism


5)
Cultural Landscapes
· humanized landscapes bear cultural meaning

· the art of reading cultural landscapes




e.g. settlement landforms, land-division patterns, 




architectural styles, grave yards, traces of globalization
