Things You May Have Forgotten
This is a short review of principles that you learned in ENGL 1101 and 1102.  You need to pay attention as you write your research paper and be sure to proof read it before submitting it to me.

1. Avoid writing long sentences because even though the sentence may seem perfectly clear to you as you write when someone else reads the sentence they will soon forget the point you are trying to make if the sentence is too long and wordy because there are too many nouns and verbs to keep clear and most readers have a short attention span.  Get the idea?

2. Write in active voice.  Use the subject/verb/object construction.  Example: Congress wrote the law.  Not: The law was written by Congress.  Passive voice is considered “weak” writing.
3. When you end a sentence with quotation marks, place the period inside the quotations.  
4. Write numbers one through nine and use numerals for 10 and above.

5. Check your paper for subject/verb agreement.  Don’t be fooled by phrases that modify the subject.  Example:  This book with nine chapters is still very short.   (Book & is; not chapters & are)

6. Avoid overusing “it.”  If you use “it” make sure that the noun to which “it” refers is the last noun used.  Example:  John gave a book to me for my birthday.  It was very nice.  These two sentences could leave the reader wondering if the book was nice or the birthday was nice.  The construction leads you to believe the birthday was nice.  If you meant that the book was nice use:  John gave a very nice book to me for my birthday.  Notice that the second sentence on this page uses the word “it” twice.  But, I think you will agree that the meaning is clear.  The last noun used in the sentence before “it” is “paper.”
7. Usually, modifiers come before the noun or verb.  Examples:  the redundant phrase, the long sentence, only study chapter one, carefully consider.  This rule is not carved in stone, but do keep a modifier close to the modified noun or verb.
Good writing requires more than one draft of a paper.  I find that I need to write something and then proof read it the next day.  I always find mistakes in my own writing.  There may be some on this page. (
