SYLLABUS*

BIOL 1030A. Introductory Biology: Organismal Biology (CRN 21815) — Spring 2005

Instructor: Dr. Jenifer Turco

Email: jturco@valdosta.edu

Telephone: 229-249-4845

Office: 2091 Biology-Chemistry Building

Office Hours: MWF 10:05-10:50 am (To make an appointment for another time please contact me
by email or telephone.)

Class: MWEF, 12:00-1:00 pm, 3009 Biology-Chemistry Building

Textbook: The Unity and Diversity of Life, Tenth Edition

By Cecie Starr and Ralph Taggart
Wadsworth Group; Thomson Learning, Brooks/Cole, 2004
ISBN: 0-534-38800-0

The OBJECTIVE of this course is to help students acquire a basic knowledge of biology, with emphasis on the
following areas: biological chemistry, cell biology, genetics, and structural and physiological adaptations of
animals.

SPECIAL NOTES TO STUDENTS:

1. In order to respect the privacy of each student, exam scores and grades will not be posted, given out by
telephone, or sent to students by email.
2. Students are advised to consult the VSU Student Handbook, the Undergraduate Catalog, the Spring

Semester 2005 Calendar, and the Schedule of Classes for information about VSU policies and procedures regarding
registration, drop/add, and withdrawal. March 2 is midterm. Students are not permitted to withdraw after midterm
except in cases of hardship.

3. Students requiring classroom accommodations or modifications because of documented disability should
discuss this need with the instructor at the beginning of the semester. Students not registered with the Special
Services Program should contact the Special Services Office, Nevins Hall 1115 (phone: 245-2498).

4. Cell phones may not be used during examinations or at any time in class or lab.

*This is a tentative syllabus. Changes to this syllabus will be announced during class.




BIOLOGY 1030. Class Schedule

Date Topics Textbook Chapters
M, Jan. 10 General course information
Unity & diversity of life Chapter 1
W, Jan. 12 Unity & diversity of life Chapter 1
Nature of biological inquiry
F, Jan. 14 Chemical foundations for cells Chapter 2
Carbon compounds in cells Chapter 3
M, Jan. 17 Martin Luther King Day (Holiday)
W, Jan. 19 Carbon compounds in cells Chapter 3
F, Jan. 21 Carbon compounds in cells Chapter 3
Cell structure & function Chapter 4
M, Jan. 24 QuUIZ1
Cell structure & function Chapter 4
A closer look at cell membranes Chapter 5
W, Jan. 26 A closer look at cell membranes Chapter 5
Ground rules of metabolism Chapter 6
F, Jan. 28 Ground rules of metabolism Chapter 6
How cells acquire energy; photosynthesis Chapter 7
M, Jan. 31 Photosynthesis Chapter 7
W, Feb. 2 Photosynthesis Chapter 7
F, Feb. 4 How cells release stored energy Chapter 8
M, Feb. 7 EXAM 1
W, Feb. 9 How cells release stored energy Chapter 8
F, Feb. 11 How cells release stored energy Chapter 8
Cell division & mitosis Chapter 9
M, Feb. 14 Cell division & mitosis Chapter 9
Meiosis Chapter 10
W, Feb. 16 QUIZ 2
Meiosis Chapter 10
F, Feb. 18 Observable patterns of inheritance Chapter 11
M, Feb. 21 Observable patterns of inheritance Chapter 11



W, Feb. 23

F, Feb. 25

M, Feb. 28
W, Mar. 2

F, Mar. 4

M, Mar. 7
W, Mar. 9
F, Mar. 11
M, Mar. 14

W, Mar. 16

F, Mar. 18
M, Mar. 21

W, Mar. 23

F, Mar. 25

M, Apr. 4

W, Apr. 6

F, Apr. 8

M, Apr. 11

W, Apr. 13

F, Apr. 15

M, Apr. 18

W, Apr. 20

Observable patterns of inheritance Chapter 11
Human genetics Chapter 12

QuUIZ 3

Human genetics Chapter 12

Human genetics Chapter 12

DNA structure & function Chapter 13
DNA structure & function Chapter 13
From DNA to proteins Chapter 14
From DNA to proteins Chapter 14
EXAM 2

From DNA to proteins Chapter 14
Controls over genes Chapter 15
Controls over genes Chapter 15
Recombinant DNA & genetic engineering Chapter 16
Recombinant DNA & genetic engineering Chapter 16
Recombinant DNA & genetic engineering Chapter 16
QuUIZ 4

Recombinant DNA & genetic engineering Chapter 16
How plants & animals work Chapter 28
SPRING BREAK

How plants & animals work Chapter 28
Animal tissues and organ systems Chapter 33
Animal tissues and organ systems Chapter 33
Integration & control: nervous systems Chapter 34
Integration & control: nervous systems Chapter 34
QuUIZ 5

Integration & control: nervous systmes Chapter 34
Integration & control: endocrine systems Chapter 36
Integration & control: endocrine systems Chapter 36
Immunity Chapter 39
EXAM 3

Immunity Chapter 39



F, Apr. 22 Immunity Chapter 39

M, Apr. 25 QUIZ 6
Immunity Chapter 39
Vertebrate development Chapters 43
W, Apr. 27 Vertebrate development Chapters 43 & 44
F, Apr. 29 Vertebrate development Chapters 43 & 44
M, May 2 Vertebrate development Chapter 44

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM, THURSDAY, MAY 5, 12:30-2:30 PM

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Textbook
Students are encouraged to read those sections of the textbook that pertain to the topics covered, and to
make use of the illustrations, tables, study outlines, and review questions in each chapter.

Attendance
In accordance with VSU policy, attendance will be checked in class. Students who have missed 20% of
regularly scheduled class meetings are subject to a failing grade for the course.

Classroom Conduct
Please silence cell phones during class. Disruptive behavior during class will not be tolerated. Students
who engage in such behavior will be asked to leave. If necessary, the campus police will be contacted.

Examinations

Four examinations will be given (three exams plus the final exam). Exams 1, 2, and 3 will be worth 200
points each. The final exam (Exam 4) will be worth 250 points. Examinations will begin promptly on the times
and dates indicated on the schedule. Exams 2 and 3 will be comprehensive in that up to 25% of the points on the
exam may cover material presented before any earlier examination. The final examination (Exam 4) will be fully
comprehensive in that it will include material covered throughout the course. Exams may include questions of the
multiple-choice, matching, true-false, short answer, and problem formats. The instructor should be notified as soon
as possible if a student misses an exam. Arrangements for a make-up exam must be made within one week after a
student misses an exam; otherwise, a make-up exam will not be given. A make-up exam for Exams 1, 2, or 3 will
be worth 170 points rather than 200 points, and it will consist entirely of questions of the short answer and essay
formats.

Quizzes

In addition to the examinations, six short quizzes will be given. Each quiz will be worth 30 points, and the
lowest quiz score will be dropped. Thus a student may earn up to 150 points on the quizzes. STUDENTS MUST
BE ON TIME FOR CLASS IN ORDER TO TAKE THE QUIZZES. THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UPS
FOR MISSED QUIZZES.

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BRING TWO #2 PENCILS AND ERASERS TO ALL QUIZZES AND
EXAMINATIONS. PENCILS WILL NOT BE PROVIDED BY THE INSTRUCTOR.

Grading: Points for the course are allocated as follows:
EXAM 1 200  POINTS



EXAM 2 200  POINTS

EXAM 3 200  POINTS
FINAL EXAM 250  POINTS
QUIZZES (5X30 POINTYS) 150  POINTS
TOTAL FOR COURSE 1000 POINTS
GRADING SCALE: 900-1000 A
800-899 B
700-799 C
600-699 D
F

<599



