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	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions

 for 

What the Bleep Do We Know?




Things to Look For:
· Check out http://www.whatthebleep.com/synopsis/ 

· Modern physics, the purported relativity of space, time, and matter(!), “soft” determinism, and implications for human action

· Idealism (the unreality of matter-substance) and Esse est percipi (“to be is to be perceived”)—see Berkeley’s Three Dialogues (Dialogue 1, Dialogue 2, Dialogue 3)
· Multiple perceptions as multiple worlds as compared to Leibniz’s Monadology
· The futile search for “the observer”—compare to Hume’s Skeptical Doubts about the self-substance.

· Modern Neurophysiology and the indistinguishability of perceptions (experience) from conceptions (memories) in the brain 

· Emotionality and addiction as cellular perceptions and neurological associations: the implications for determinism and choice
Questions:
1. If the brain can’t tell the difference between what it sees and what it remembers, then what does that imply for “factual knowledge? For self-knowledge and consciousness?
2. “We see only what we believe is possible.”  Explain this comment, using the shaman and Columbus’ ships example.  What does this mean for our own limits in perceptions?

3. The premise of the film is like Berkeley’s (and Leibniz’) idealism: what we call matter is not “out there,” solid in itself, but simply possibilities and relations that offer resistance / become solid when we experience/choose them.  What would this imply for our concepts of determinism and choice?
4. Compare the inability to find “the observer” (i.e., the “ghost in the machine”) in the film to Hume’s inability to find the self (see Hume’s Skeptical Doubts).

5. Comment on the claim that quantum physics, as a science of possibility, instructs us that we create our own reality.  What does this mean, in concrete terms?  Compare to the view of ancient atomist, Epicurus, who claimed that sometimes the atoms inexplicably “swerve.”
6. Amanda’s boss tells her: “You have too many memories clouding your vision.”  Explain this comment, using your own examples.
7. St. Anselm said “God is a Being than which no greater can be conceived.” (see his Proslogion).  Compare this concept to the theology proposed in the film.

8. Consider the law of associative memory and how the construction of neuro-nets forms an identity.  What does this say about personality and personhood?

9. It is said that when we interrupt or disrupt the patterns embodied in our neuron-nets and observe them, this opens up the possibilities for change. What does this mean?
10. Explain the role of protein production in emotionality and addiction (i.e., what you can’t stop doing). What are the implications for self-realization and choice?
