	



	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions

 for 

Wall Street
(Oliver Stone, 1987)


Things to Look For:
· Allusions to Wall Street’s Ivan Boesky and Michael Milken
· Connection to The Devil Wears Prada, Other People’s Money and Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps
· The conflict of the protagonist between competing ideals of friendship, family and success

· The ideals of success and profit, and the protagonist’s struggle to find happiness
· The theme of shortcuts and short term profit vs. steady long-term returns in business ethics
Questions:
1. Gordon describes most traders as sheep that get slaughtered.  He says to succeed you “need to have no feelings.  If you need a friend, you need a dog.”  Is he right?  If so, what does that say about this line of work?
2. Why won’t Lou take Bud’s tip? “No such thing as a sure thing.” “Good things take time.” Compare the short term thinking of the new market to the old business values represented by the character Lou.
3. Compare Bud’s father and his old mentor Lou, to his new mentor, Gordon.  Describe the conflict between the values they embody.  Why does Bud not able to hear his father’s advice about Gordon?

4. Use Aristotle’s analysis of friendship to compare Bud’s family and friends: his dad, his co-worker Marv, his college buddy Roger, Gordon, and Darien.  Characterize their relationship as founded on usefulness, pleasure, or virtue. Describe what they want from him, what he wants from them, and what they might owe each other.
5. Comment on Gordon Gekko’s “Greed is Good” speech and his claim the love is the oldest myth running.  Why does he believe this?  Why is it important that he does?  Compare to the views of his evolved character in the sequel: Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps.
6. Bud is hopeful that Gordon will help him save his father’s airline.  Is he foolish to think that he can help save it?   Is he delusional to think this deal wouldn’t turn sour?

7. Gordon betrayed Bud—this is not surprising, but did Bud betray his father?  Did he have a choice in what transpired?  Compare his situation with that of Andy in The Devil Wears Prada.
8. Darien won’t stand by Bud if he’s stands up to (crosses) Gordon.  Why not?  Did she really care for him as she insisted? And why does he reject her plea to keep on because if he weren’t doing it, someone else would be?
9. Describe Buddy’s change of heart and change of behavior, towards, his dad, his friends at Blue Star, and his officemate Marv.

10. Compare the characters of Gordon Gekko with that of Larry Wildman and Miranda Priestly.  How are they the same? How are they different?

11. Comment on Bud’s decision to break the law in order to save Blue Star, and then accept the consequences.  What do these events convey to the audience about the meaning of character?
