Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions for
Wag the Dog
(Barry Levinson, 1997)

Things to Look For:
· Connections to Network, Pleasantville, Truman Show, and Matrix
· The relation between politics, image and reality
· Take a look at the Truthout website (as just one example) and consider how the internet maybe changing the face of the news

Questions:
1. Compare the public in this film to the audience in Network and Truman Show and the townspeople in Pleasantville.

2. Explain the statement “war is show business.”  Who is being entertained and why?  Why do they want a pageant?  Explain.

3. Discuss the relationship between media as portrayed in this film and Network and the virtual reality illusion in the Matrix.  How are these two ways of being “plugged in” the same?  How are they different?  Explain.

4. Why are music and patriotic images so important in Motss’ production?  Are people as easily swayed as depicted in this film?  If so, explain what it would take to make this change.
5. Discuss the fear of terrorism and weapons of mass destruction and the use of this fear to captivate the public’s interest and support.  Why are such fears so useful to those with political power?

6. None of the creative geniuses involved in the production ever vote.  Why not?  Why are they “apolitical”?  Is this reprehensible, or a rational decision given their social status?  Explain.
7. Respond to the following claim: “I saw it on the news—it must be true.”  Compare to Network.  Would reading it in the newspaper make any difference?  How about finding it on the internet?  Would that help? Explain.
8. Compare Motss to Christof (Truman Show).  Why did Motss want the credit?  Why did Christof want the show to continue?  Was it the money?  If not, what then?
