	


	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions for Rosewood 

(Jon Singleton, 1997)




Things to look for:
· Connections to Truman Show and Matrix and to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave
· The Sheriff’s “duty to uphold the law” and what that means for the white folks in the story
· The historical context of the Rosewood massacre—see Rosewood’s History and my History of Racism notes
· The transformation of Mr. Wright (the store owner) as compared to other characters in the film
Questions:

1. What caused the Rosewood incident?  Why was Rosewood’s prosperity a mark against it?  Why might we call it a “white stain” on American history?
2. Why couldn’t the sheriff control the crowd?  Why did he go along, knowing the story to be a lie?

3. Compare the sheriff of Levy County (Ellis Walker) with his counterpart in the (neighboring) Alachua County.  What was different about them?
4. Why was Fannie Taylor (the woman who cried rape) obsessed with cleanliness?  How does it relate to her racism?

5. Why did Aunt Sarah not want to admit what she saw at the beginning of the film?  What would have happened if she had told people at the beginning?  What did she mean when she said “‘Nigger’ is just another word for ‘guilty’?”
6. What was Mr. Wright’s blue/red pill choice?  Compare the evolution of his character to that of Neo (Matrix) and Truman (Truman Show) and compare all of them to the sheriff.

7. Discuss the character of Mrs. Wright.  How was she different from other white characters in the story?  What role did she play in the development of Mr. Wright?
8. Why did Duke’s son (Emmett) reject him at the end? How did he come to transcend his upbringing?

