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Things to Look For:
· Connection and juxtaposition to Wall Street, Into the Wild, Little Miss Sunshine
· The ideal of financial success, as related to Thomas Jefferson and the inalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
· Connection to BBC Philosophy: A Guide--Nietzsche and to the Nietzschean theme of overcoming, how the character approaches obstacles, and how he meets major setbacks

· Connection to the African American philosophy of self-reliance in Martin Luther King, Jr.,  Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam
Discussion Questions:
1. Chris wanted to be a stockbroker (not an astronaut?).  Why did this seem like such an impossible ideal and challenge?  Why didn’t he shrink from it? 
2. Being stupid/bad reasoning play a role in Chris’ development (losing the scanner, getting the scanners to begin with). Explain, keeping in mind the following dictum: good judgment comes for experience; experience come from bad judgment.
3. Why is Linda (Chris’ partner and son’s live-in mother) unwilling to ride out the storm with him?  Why does she see him as dragging them down?  Why does she blame him for her unhappiness?
4. Compare Chris’ intelligence, determination in creating opportunity to that of Bud Fox in Wall Street.  What’s different about them?

5. Compare Chris’ persistent belief in himself to that of Richard (the father) in Little Miss Sunshine.  Why is Chris able to make it when Richard could not?

6. Explain the purported wisdom of Jefferson’s “pursuit of happiness” (pursuit of ≠ happiness).  Why does Chris see this concept as so important?
7. How did Chris survive his interview “dressed as a garbage man”? Why did they pick him?  What got him into the internship?  Into the job?
8. Discuss the moment when Chris counsels his son at the basketball court.  What does he mean about protecting the dream?  Compare his lesson to his son’s story about the drowning man waiting for God’s help. (Hint: his mother has told him that “The cavalry ain't coming.”)
9. Chris describes himself as underrated and unappreciated, often serving as a go-for for office manager.  How did he respond to this ostensibly inappropriate treatment?

10. Chris’ happiness seemed to come from realizing his dream—but would it have been the same had it not been for the adversity, struggle, and pain he suffered in pursuing it?  Compare to philosophies of Nietzsche, Malcolm X and ML King.
11. Compare Chris Gardner’s journey with that of Chris McCandless in Into the Wild.  Two seemingly opposite directions in life, but in what way are they different?  In what way similar?
