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	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions 
for Pleasantville
(Gary Ross, 1998)




Things to Look For:
· Connection to Truman Show and Matrix
· Theme of closed loops and relation to Truman Show and Dark City
· Reference to shows like Leave it to Beaver and traditional gender roles
· Confliction in characters between the stability of an idyllic past and the freedom of the modern world, and the parallel allusion to the Garden story from Genesis.
· Allusions to racial segregation

Questions:
1. Why is David so enamored of Pleasantville?  Why does Jennifer think he is “hopelessly geek-ridden”?  Comment on the state from which they enter the idyllic world of Pleasantville.

2. Why was the “Pleasantville universe” so fragile?  Why did Bud seek so desperately to preserve it?

3. Why did Bill keep wiping the counter when Bud didn’t arrive as planned?  Why did he need formulas before he could do anything?  What happens to him when he discovers art?  Comment on this change in his character.

4. In summarizing the ending to The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Bud says that “In trying to get free they realize that they [Huck and Jim] are free already.”  Explain what this means.

5. What does black and white have to do with knowing your place?  Relate this to traditional American roles (assigned identities) for race and gender.

6. What made things and people appear in color?  Comment on Jennifer/Mary Sue becoming color until she started reading (of all things), and David/Bud change when he defended his mother? Was it the particular kind of act, or something else?  Explain.
7. Why do the city leaders (the men) want to stop the changes? What were they afraid of?
8. Why were the books blank?  What made them have content?  Why was the library more dangerous than sex?  (Note the allusion to Hitler’s book burning and Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 )

9. How does pleasantness interfere with or destroy love? Passion? Joy? Life? What is the difference between pleasantness and real pleasure?
10. Explain how pleasantness serves as a form of control.  Compare to Truman Show and Matrix (and to Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World)
11. What was the protagonists’ solution to the conflict between the stability of the past to the diversity and freedom of the present?

