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Things to Look For:
· Based on a story by Philip K. Dick—see http://www.philipkdick.com/ 

· Connection to Minority Report, Bladerunner, Matrix, Total Recall, Memento, and Truman Show, Next, and What the Bleep Do We Know?
· Clues the protagonist uses to figure out what happened and what will happen
· Role of fate, prediction, and choice in the formation of persons

Questions:
1. If and when “memory wipes” become technologically feasible, what will this mean for personal development and identity?
2. Why is Michael content to live his life remembering only highlights?  Is he really satisfied by this? Why was he disappointed to know the outcome of the baseball playoffs before watching the details unfold?

3. Why didn’t Michael believe in “second chances”?  How did he come to change his mind about this?  Compare to John Anderton’s transformation in Minority Report.
4. Compare Michael’s “setting his future self up” with Leonard’s in Memento.  Is there anything different about how each of these characters does this?  Explain.

5. Michael fell in love with Rachel, but then “forgot” her after his memory was wiped.  Is this possible?  Would (the rest of) his body or some “deeper” part of the self remember her even though his brain could not?

6. Would foreknowledge of the future allow you to change it, or just lead you to it?  Compare this theme to the concept of fate in Greek tragedies like Oedipus Rex.
7. Rachel indicates that they should avoid using the cat-walk.  By following her suggestion, Michael would have been attempting to change his fate.  By ‘accepting’ his fate and choosing to face Rethrick, Michael might have actually changed his fate.  Is this what he did?  Is it possible?

8. The metaphysics of the story seems to imply multiple possible worlds that come into being through choice. Compare this idea to elements of What the Bleep Do We Know? and Leibniz’ Monadology). 

