	



	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions for

Network
(Sidney Lumet, 1976)




Things to Look For:
· Connections to Pleasantville, Truman Show, and Allegory of the Cave
· The relation between entertainment and information, profit-making and truth-telling

· Exploitation and (sometimes self-) dehumanization of the characters
Questions:
1. Why do news divisions usually lose money?  Should they have to “pull their own weight”?  Compare to universities—should they be run to make a profit?
2. Relate Howard Beal’s speech about the “tube” to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.”  Why do you think they call it “programming”?

3. Why does Howard think that TV news can’t give the truth?  Do you think he’s right?  Relate to current news broadcasts and explain.

4. What is sensationalism?  Why are traditional news people concerned about it?  Why are contemporary broadcasters addicted to it?  What are the economic forces behind it, according to this film maker?
5. Why does Max think Diana is incapable of real human emotions?  What does TV have to do with it?  Do today’s even more modern entertainment devices help overcome this incapacity or make it worse?
6. Diana says that Howard is “processed instant God.”  What might she mean by this? Why do we seek it?  Do we need it?  Explain.  Comment on the role the mass media plays in processed food-for-thought industry.

7. Why doesn’t Diana care about the political content of the show, even if it is against the system under which she operates?

8. Why does Diana talk incessantly?  What does this chatter indicate?  Business—or busy-ness?  Is it possible to get to know someone intimately who can’t stop talking?  Is there anyone there to know?

9. Compare Louise’s (Max’s wife’s) ability to feel and express emotion to Diana’s.  What’s different about them?  What accounts for this difference? Explain.

10. Explain Howard’s claim that “the individual is finished.”  Compare Howard’s humanoids to the characters in Pleasantville and the cast and audience in Truman Show. Why does he think we in this society are becoming humanoid?

11. Neil Postman says we are “Amusing Ourselves to Death.” Reflecting on the film, consider what he might mean.  For instance, are entertainment and truth incompatible?  

12. At the end of the film it seems as if the idealist’s (i.e., Max’s) ideology can’t make money and the profiteer’s (i.e., Jansen’s) ideology can’t make entertainment.  What might this mean?  Explain.

