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	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions

 for 

Miss Congeniality
(Donald Petrie, 2000)


Things to Look For:
· Connection to The Devil Wears Prada, Little Miss Sunshine, Pleasantville, allusions to My Fair Lady
· The traditional roles of women, ideals of femininity and beauty and the protagonist’s struggle to find her own identity
· Conflict between constructed identity of “federal law enforcer” and constructed identity of “woman”

· How the protagonist chooses to resolve the conflict
Questions:
1. Comment on Gracie Hart’s experience on the playground as a little girl.  Why did the boy she helped react the way he did?  What effect did this have on her later in life?
2. Why does Hart rebel (so violently) against taking on the identity of a beauty queen?  Has she chosen not to assume such an identity or is she merely reacting against it because of her past?
3. Do Hart’s colleagues in the Bureau take her seriously?  As an agent? As a sexual being?  How do their attitudes change when she become “beautified”?  Are they now taking her seriously?
4. At one point Hart says, regarding beauty pageants, “It’s like feminism never even happened.”  Keeping in mind the roles depicted in Pleasantville, explain the point.

5. Morningside comments to Hart that “feminists, intellectuals and ugly women” are the people who oppose beauty pageants.  What do you think she means? Is she right about this?

6. Why are the pageant contestants depicted as such “airheads”?  Is this the way stereotypically beautiful women are, or is it part of the act?  Why would they be like this?  For whom would they be acting in this way?

7. Compare Hart’s relationship with Vick to Andy’s relationship with Nigel in The Devil Wears Prada.  What does each of them learn from their “fashion” mentors?  Is this knowledge worth having, or at bottom a negative influence?

8. Both Hart and Matthews say that “I am the job.”  It seems to work for him but not for her. Comment on Vick’s (her pageant consultant’s) response that she is an incomplete person, because she needs to work on her “feminine” side.  
9. Late in the story Hart turns in her badge and gun, giving up her role as FBI agent and “throwing out the rulebook,” so that she may continue the mission.  Why is this important, and what does it say about the difference between a career and a vocation?

10. At the end of the story Hart seems to have found balance and peace with the different sides of her: beauty, love and professionalism. Has the storyteller provided a nice example of how to be a woman in the modern world or is the new Hart yet another impossible ideal for womanhood?

