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	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions for 

The Matrix 

(Wachowski Brothers 1999, 2003)


Things to look for:

· Connection to, Dark City, Paycheck, Minority Report, Memento, and Truman Show
· Connection to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and Descartes’ Meditations
· Philosophical Allusions—check out YouTube Video on Philosophy and the Matrix--Descartes
· Free will vs. determinism theme and connection to What the Bleep Do We Know?
Questions:

1. What is the matrix?  How does it keep people in bondage?  Compare to the imprisonment in Plato’s cave and in the Truman Show.  How is the imagery of the matrix like that of the fire and shadows in the cave—and to that of TV?  

2. How can you tell if you’re dreaming, awake, or “plugged in” (consider Descartes’ worry and doubt)?  Is there ever a way to tell and thereby escape?  Compare the Architect to Descartes’ evil deceiver (see Descartes’ Meditations, I).

3. Which pill would you take, and why?  Given your answer, explain why anyone would choose differently from you.  How does this fact relate to the conflict between the prisoners in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave?

4. Trinity tells Neo, early in the story, that “it’s the question that drives you.”  How is this point key to his escape?  Consider whether it would have been likely that Neo had chosen the red pill had he never experienced “the question.”
5. Compare Neo’s blue/red pill choice to Truman’s.  How was this choice an act of self-definition for both Truman and Neo?  Explain.  Is the journey done once the choice is made, or is this a choice one will have to make throughout the journey?
6. Explain the religious reference in the use of the term “The One.”  How did Neo become “the One”?  Explain. Compare to the theology in What the Bleep Do We Know?
7. Explain Morpheus’ comment: “The minds we are trying to save will protect the system that controls them.”  Compare those minds and the Agents to the audience and cast members of the Truman Show.

8. Why is Morpheus worried that Neo might have been found too late?  Is it ever too late to free a mind?  Explain.

9. Explain the exchange between Trinity and Neo, where she tells him that the matrix cannot tell him who he is but the oracle can.  Keep in mind the expression she shows him: “Know Thyself.”
10. What role does love play in the development of the minds and characters of Neo and Truman?  Compare Trinity to Sylvia (Truman Show) and explain why the filmmakers chose these women as the protagonists’ liberators.
11. Compare the role of the Oracle in the Matrix to that of the Delphic Oracle in Plato’s Apology.  Look specifically at the statement that you are/ are not the One as compared to you are / are not the wisest.

12. Who or what does the Oracle represent in this story?  Compare her take on life, free will and determinism to that of the Merovingian and the Architect in Reloaded.

13. Compare the Architect to Christof in Truman Show and to Descartes’ evil deceiver (see Descartes’ Meditations, I).

