	

	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions

 for 

Little Miss Sunshine
(Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris, 2006)


Things to Look For:
· Connection to I ♥ Huckabees , The Devil Wears Prada, and Miss Congeniality 
· Theme of “success,” how the characters approach it, and how they deal with major setbacks

· The ideals of femininity and beauty and hypersexualized preteen girls
· Use of Nietzsche and allusions to his concept of the Übermensch (overman)
Study Questions:
1. Comment on Richard’s idea of success as belief in oneself.  How does it define the way he conducts his life and the lives of his family? Does he believe in them? In himself?
2. Why is Richard so persistent in his “Nine Steps” idea when he is told that it won’t sell? Is his unwillingness to accept its failure a sign of a healthy refusal to give up on himself, like an Übermensch (overman), or of self-deception and delusion?
3. Frank made mention of the painting of Nietzsche on Dwayne’s wall and his vow of silence. What new meaning to life was he searching for? Why would he think this was a prescription from Nietzsche? 

4. Why does Richard continually tell Olive she can win simply by wanting it badly enough, and then constantly confirm that she can win? Is this good counsel or does it cause her simply to doubt herself? 

5. Why does Richard encourage Olive not to eat ice cream—so that she can be a winner? Can a child be a “loser”? What does this exchange say about the conflict between being a little girl and being a Beauty queen?  
6. Frank seems to look at the children without judgment.  He engages them openly, and doesn’t mind talking honestly with them about his suicide attempt. Comment of this quality and compare to that of Richard.
7. What happens to Dwayne when he finds he’s colorblind?  Why does he now speak? What makes him come out of his angst and panic?  Why is this an important moment in his development?

8. Why did Olive’s family want to remove her from the pageant after it had begun? What does this say about their perception of Olive in relation to the other girls at the pageant? Compare to Gracie’s feeling of disconnection from the pageant in Miss Congeniality.
9.  Why does the family decide to get on stage to dance with Olive after she had been asked to leave? What does this say about everyone’s transformation and growth throughout the movie? 

10. Dwayne says that “life is one beauty contest after another,” which makes the story a metaphor for our fetishizing of success and beauty.  Compare this theme to the dismantling of corporate life in I ♥ Huckabees and The Devil Wears Prada.

11. Although everyone fails at their individual pursuits and roles, the film somehow manages to end on a relatively happy note. Why/how is this so? What does it have to do with the journey they undertake and the suffering it entails?
