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Things to Look For:
· Connection to BBC Philosophy: A Guide--Nietzsche (and BBC Philosophy: A Guide--Epicurus), and to American Beauty
·  Juxtaposition to success theme in  Pursuit of Happyness
· Nietzschean theme of overcoming, how the character approaches obstacles, and how he meets major setbacks

· Connection to wildlife writers and philosophers like H.D. Thoreau (Walden), Leo Tolstoy,  and Jack London, (Call of the Wild)
Discussion Questions:
1. Chris is born into an affluent home and has a bright and successful career reserved for him if he wants it.  He doesn’t seem to want it—why?
2. Compare Chris’ journey to escape civilization and find absolute freedom to Epicurus’ admonition to lead a simple life of freedom.
3. Chris McCandless renames himself—Alexander Supertramp—why does he do this?  Why would he say he needed to do this? Comment on each of the titles Alex gave his new life: My Own Birth; Adolescence; Manhood; Family; Getting of Wisdom
4. Alex says that money makes people cautious and burned all his money; he doesn’t want it—he wants to risk it all alone in the wild.  Even tramping is too easy with money.  Compare to Thoreau’s description of the majority of men leading “lives of quiet desperation” (Walden, Chapter 1).
5. When Chris tells Mr. Happy (Wayne) about his plans, he counsels him to not get into all that thinking.  Why does he say this? Was he right?
6. Alex paraphrases Thoreau (and the transcendentalists): “Rather than love, fame and fairness, give me truth.”  Why does he juxtapose these things with truth? Explain. 
7. Alex says that it’s important to not necessarily to be strong but to feel strong—to be tested in some primordial way. What do you think he means by this?  Compare to advice to Ron that he continue to find adventure, and that “the core of man’s spirit comes from new experiences.” 
8. Compare Alex’s decision to hunt for his food to Thoreau’s advice that men teach their boys to hunt (Walden, Higher Laws).  Interpret Alex’s “tragedy” of losing the elk to the flies, using Thoreau’s concept of the humane hunter/fisher.
9. Compare Alex’ decision to not have sex with the girl in the trailer park to that of Lester in American Beauty.  Comment on the role they decide to play with them.
10. Near the end, following Tolstoy’s formula for happiness, and wanting to be good and useful to other people, Chris is ready to reenter society, but is not able to “ford that river.”  What would have the next chapter of his life been like, having been through what he had?
11. Before he dies, Alex undertakes a regaining of his identity (‘Chris McCandless,’ his “right name”), reclaiming family and friends, Comment on the significance of this development.
12. Compare Chris McCandless’ journey with that of Chris Gardner’ in Pursuit of Happyness. Two seemingly opposite directions in life, but in what way are they different?  In what way similar?
