	

	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions 
for  

Instinct

(Jon Turteltaub, 1999)


Things to look for:

· connection to Daniel Quinn’s novel Ishmael, and to the documentary film, The 11th Hour
· Socratic irony in the relationship between psychiatrist and patient
· the concept of ‘captivity’ and its relationship to Plato’s  Allegory of the Cave
· the concept of “taker” and its relation to “dominion”
· Caulder’s actions after he realizes Powell’s point about dominion

Questions:
1. Why does Powell choose not to speak?  Why is he “not for this world” anymore?
2. Caulder’s boss repeatedly counsels him to stay in control and be in charge.  Why does Caulder need to ignore this advice to learn anything?

3. Powell said he could not see the gorillas until he put the camera down.  What does he mean by this?  What does it say about perception? about the role of participation in gaining real knowledge?

4. Explain this exchange between Powell and Caulder: “You’re free to go.”  “Am I? and you, are you free?  Compare to later in the film when Powell comments on the gorilla’s inability to escape his cage.  Relate to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.
5. What is a taker?  Why does Powell think Caulder is one of them, even though, unlike the guards and the rest of the staff, he is trying to help him?

6. When Caulder suggests to Powell that "he was becoming one of the gorillas", Powell replies saying that he wasn't one of them, but a man living among them. What did he mean by this, and why is it an important point? How does this relate to Ishmael's distinction between leavers and takers?

7. What did Powell take from Caulder during his “interview”?  What did he teach him? Explain. 
8. Compare Powell’s concept of dominion to Quinn’s concept of the “premise to the take story.”  How does this premise explain our interactions with one another and to our interactions with our environment? Relate to the current problems depicted in The 11th Hour.
9. What is the difference between killing and waging war?  Why is this distinction important for Powell and Quinn?  Relate to the three things leavers never do and the law of limited competition in Ishmael.
10. Powell says he has different teachers (the gorillas).  Why does he think this fact gives him a better insight into the human condition?

11. “It’s an amazing thing to be watched over.”  Explain this statement and its relation to Quinn’s concept of “living in the hands of the gods.”  How does the concept help Quinn distinguish leavers from takers?

12. Explain this exchange between Caulder and his boss:  “It’s not about a book anymore…or my career.”  “It should be.”  What does it say about Caulder’s shift in worldview?

13. “These are shadows of gorillas.”  What does Powell mean by this?  What does it say about modern people—are we shadows of human beings?  Explain.
14. Why does Powell attack Dacks (the guard) to save Pete, knowing what it will mean for his freedom?

