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	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions for Incident at Oglala
(Michael Apted, 1991)




Things to look for:
· Connections to Gandhi, Cry Freedom and Malcolm X, and other People’s Movements
· Connections to racial violence in Rosewood
· Difference in tactics from Gandhi, ML King, and Nelson Mandela
· Similarity with Malcolm X and Steven Biko in tactics
· Check out the AIM website and the page on Leonard Peltier at http://www.aimovement.org/peltier/index.html 
Questions:
1. What caused the shooting incident at Oglala?  Describe the violence leading up to the incident and explain what was behind it.
2. Compare the violence of Oglala to that of Rosewood, Florida.  Is there anything different about the events?  Were the events leading up to the siege lynchings?  Was Peltier just another victim of lynching?

3. Were the members of AIM justified in using violence to protect themselves and their community?

4. Why were the AIM warriors required to work in the community, doing chores and building things?  Compare to Gandhi’s ashram and the Nation of Islam’s focus on community empowerment. 

5. Is “reasonable doubt” the same for everyone, or does it change according to race?  Is justice the same for everyone, or is ‘Indian’ another word for guilty? (see Rosewood questions)
6. Consider the “Traditionals” vs. the “Progressives” at Oglala.  Compare to other divisions between peoples of color—is this just another example of divide and conquer?  Explain.
7. When two federal agents died at Oglala, 350 agents and 200 investigators came to the scene, and 4000 pieces of evidence were collected.  Juxtapose this with the fact that in the previous year, there were 60 unsolved murders on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

8. The US justice system and the FBI—does the tail wag the dog?  Explain.

