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(Gary Fleder, 2002)


Things to Look For:
· Based on a short story by Philip K. Dick—see http://www.philipkdick.com/ 

· Connection to Bladerunner, Matrix, Total Recall, Memento, Paycheck, and Truman Show and the relation to René Descartes’ Meditation II and to John Locke’s Memory Theory
· Artificial intelligence, implanted memories, personhood, and the meaning of ‘human’

· Role of collective experience and memory in defining a person
Discussion Questions:
1. How did Spencer’s wife know her Spencer—the man she just slept with—was Spencer, and not an Impostor (android replicant)?  How could she know? How could he know he wasn’t one?  How could anyone know?

2. If the replicant has taken Spencer’s memory, senses, and knowledge, is that all there is to take, or is there something else (like a soul) that gives him personhood?  How would one know this?
3. Comment on the security found in abundance in this story (compare to Minority Report).  Do these devices and measures, which restrict their freedoms make the people there any safer?

4. Compare Spencer and Maya in this story to Rachel, Roy, and Deckard in Bladerunner.  What do they know about who they are? What can they know?  Could the Cartesian “I think therefore I am” (See Descartes’ Meditation II) offer any help?

5. “How can it not know what it is?” is a question asked in both Bladerunner and Impostor.  In both cases, it doesn’t know and has to find out.  Why (and how) would it have to find out? Is this a plausible scenario?  
6. Locke defines a person as a self conceiving itself as itself—that consciousness of one’s self is the heart of personal identity (see Locke’s Memory Theory, p. 39). Does this mean that an android can become a person as soon as it reaches self-realization?  Would this make it human?
7. Compare the ending of this film and the replicant’s self-realization with that of Roy in Bladerunner.  Both have to die when they find out (albeit for slightly different reasons)—why?  Does this “fact of life” signify anything?
8. If “Spencer-2” and “Maya-2” had survived and were fully self-conscious, could they have continued their existence together—as compared, for instance to that of Deckard and Rachel at the end of Bladerunner?

