	

	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions 
for
I ♥ Huckabees
(David O. Russell, 2004)


Things to Look For:
· Connection to themes of self-deception in Matrix, Paycheck, Minority Report and Memento
· Theme of choice and its relation to perception, world-view, self-knowledge, the transcendence of self

· Themes relating to activism, corporatism, and the hypocrisy of each

· Competing views in existentialism: interconnectivity (joyful world reconstruction) vs. absurdism/nihilism (the angst and despair of being “condemned to be free”—see Sartre, Existentialism and Humanism)
· Connection to the traditional debate between Teleology (and theodicy) and the Problem of Evil
· Connection to Zen Buddhism and the Four Noble Truths (suffering, its origin, its cessation, and the way to its cessation)
Questions:
1. The existential detectives (Bernard and Vivian) contend that the key to our higher reality can be in the smallest detail (not just big coincidences).  What does this mean?
2. Compare the existential detectives’ claim that an altered perception of reality (dismantling) can be painful, to Morpheus’ similar comments in the Matrix.
3. Bernard says that we need to “see the blanket truth” (the big everything) all the time, that in the blanket, everything is connected.  What does this mean? 
4. Albert is a conflicted activist, wanting to see things from all angles; Brad is confident, choosing to see things simply—why is neither one being himself?
5. Tommy says that if everything is temporary, and the self is an illusion, then nothing matters, nothing is connected (nihilism). Tommy’s family is not able to take it anymore.  What does this tell us about thoughtful people maintaining relationships with old friends/companions?
6. Why are the eco-activists at the meeting so outraged one minute by corporate tactics and then so quickly distracted by Shania’s poster and free t-shirts?  What does this say about people? about organizations?
7. Why does Brad always tell the Shania tuna fish story?  Why does corporate encourage him to keep telling it, and why does he lose his desire to tell it?
8. Describe the exchange between Albert and Tommy (his Other) and the African’s (Steven’s) adopted family: philosophy meets religion? Economics/consumerism meets social/environmental consciousness? Are these exclusive dichotomies or are they reconcilable?
9. When Dawn becomes interested in the existential detectives, she loses her desire to be the face (i.e., pretty body) of Huckabees. What happened?  She is quickly replaced, and her boyfriend (Brad) is embarrassed.  What does this say about the choices we have in how we present ourselves? Explain.
10. Caterine says that betrayal embodies the universal truth: cruelty, manipulation, meaninglessness, and that freedom comes from accepting this.  Happiness comes from momentary distractions (“pure being” the ball makes you stop thinking). Discuss what she means here.
11. Bernard and Vivian say that everything is connected; Caterine says that nothing is connected. Does “dismantling” (deconstructing your identity/reality) lead to nihilism or higher meaning?  Can you mix them as Albert contends? Does one leave off where the other begins and then back again?
