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Gandhi

(Richard Attenborough, 1982)


Things to look for:
· Violence and non-violence in the movement

· The role of white people vs. people of color in the movement

· The role of the media in the movement

· Check out the Gandhi online archive at http://www.mahatma.org.in/index.jsp 
Questions:
1. What was the role of the news media in the independence movement in India?  Could they have succeeded without them?

2. Why did Gandhi lead the personal life that he did?  What does this have to do with the movement?

3. What did Gandhi mean when he said “we cannot represent India until we stand in the fields with the millions”?

4. Why did Gandhi ask Charlie to go?  Why did he need to have Indians do the work?

5. What did Gandhi mean when he said that there was nothing passive about his form of resistance?

6. Why did the British use Indian soldiers and police?

7. Assuming that the soldiers were good people with normal lives and families, how could they follow orders to beat, maim and kill the activists engaged in peaceful resistance?

8. What role did Gandhi’s multicultural background play in his development as a civil rights leader?

9. What caused the riots between the Moslems and the Hindu’s?  Should the British take any of the blame?  Explain.
10. What was Gandhi’s “way out of hell” for the murderer?  Explain.

11. What caused Gandhi’s assassination?  Who was responsible?  What factors brought it on and who or what made them unfold?
12. Why did Gandhi concern himself with economic issues like home-spun cloth and the making of salt?

13. What did Gandhi mean when he said “they are not in control, we are”?  Who are they? And who are we?
14. What are the principles guiding Gandhi’s actions?  What are his tactics?  How are these related to his principles? 

15. What are the necessary ingredients of a people’s movement?  What are some of the impediments? (make lists and discuss)

