	


	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions

 for 

The Devil Wears Prada
(David Frankel, 2006)


Things to Look For:
· Connection to Miss Congeniality; Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, Book III (on choice) and Books VIII and IX (on friendship)
· The ideals of fashion and beauty and the protagonist’s struggle to find her own identity

· Internal conflict of the protagonist between competing ideals of friendship, professionalism and beautification
· The choices the protagonist thinks she has, the ones she actually has, and which ones she makes
Discussion Questions:
1. What happens to Andy and her relationships as she gets more and more into her job at Runway and she starts to embrace the idea of fashion beauty?  Why are her friends upset with her? Should they be more understanding?

2. Why/How does Miranda Priestly wield so much power?  Why are people so afraid of disappointing her?  Why doesn’t she call them by their real name?  Why are people identified by their dress size?
3. Does Miranda Priestly construct her own reality, or does she have no sense of it (as in the case of “the absurd weather problem”)?  Is she a world-maker or more like a “Queen of Hearts” from Alice in Wonderland?

4. Why is Andy so worried about disappointing her boss Miranda?  Why so eager to please her?  What happens to her as she gains acceptance from her and the people at Runway?

5. At one point Andy tells her boyfriend Nate that she still the same Andy—only better clothes.  Explain his response that “I like the old clothes.”

6. Compare Andy’s relationship with Nigel to Hart’s relationship with Vick in Miss Congeniality.  What does each of them learn from their “fashion” mentors?  Is this knowledge worth having, or at bottom a corrupting influence?

7. Explain Nigel’s comment that “when your life is hanging by a thread it’s time for a promotion.”  What are the implications for happiness, true friendship, and their relation to success?  Compare to Aristotle’s analysis of friendship.
8. Throughout the film, Andy insists that she didn’t have a choice (when she was late to her boyfriend’s birthday, when she went to Paris in place of Emily).  In what sense, if any, is she correct? In which sense not? Compare to Aristotle’s analysis of choice.
9. Nate, disappointed in Andy’s behavior, tells her that he wouldn’t care if she was a pole-dancer, as long as she could do it with some integrity.  Her friend Lily tells her she doesn’t recognize this “skulking glamazon” who used to be Andy.  Explain their comments.
10. After the Paris trip, Miranda claimed to see herself in Andy, citing her ability to put others’ interest aside to get ahead as a reason.  Explain how this might be seen as a turning point for Andy and the sense in which this naming of her choices set her free.  

11. Why does Andy choose to leave the magazine? Why does Miranda, who is “so disappointed in her,” give her such a fine recommendation?
12. Compare Andy’s decision to renew old ties and make things right with Bud Fox’s similar decision and course of action in Wall Street.
