	


	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions for Dark City
(Alex Proyas, 1998)




Things to Look For:

· Connection to Bladerunner, Truman Show, Memento, Matrix, Total Recall, and Impostor
· Clues protagonist uses to “find himself”

· Preoccupation with photos and written records

· Role of memory in the formation of persons

Questions:
1. Can personal identity be separated from one’s personal history (one’s memories)?  Is there more to our personhood than the sum of these memories?

2. Is one born with a mind or soul, or do collective experiences and memories create a mind or soul?  Compare to memory theme in Bladerunner.  
3. Do we come into the world already with an essential personality, or is it developed through experience? How did John’s personality shape his identity?
4. How did John know he was not a murderer?  Why wasn’t he the killer type?  (What were some of his clues?)
5. Compare the “Dark City” with Seahaven in Truman Show. They were in many ways quite different but both a contrivance.  What did Truman have in common with John Murdoch, and how did each of them find (or was it “create”?) their personal identity?

6. Why do the “strangers” keep everything in a closed loop? What does this signify about their inability to locate humanity?  Compare the circle imagery in this film with that of Truman Show.
7. Why did the “stranger” become a murderer upon receiving Murdoch’s imprint, while Murdoch did not (he rejected the imprint)?

8. What was different about John?  Why couldn’t the “strangers” control him?  Why were the others so interchangeable and what does this multiple role-playing signify? 
9. They were looking for the soul in the wrong place.  Where was that?  Where is the right place?

