	


	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions for 

Crash
Paul Haggis, 2004


Things to look for:

· Connection to Matrix, Mill’s On Liberty, III, bell hooks’ Teaching to Transgress, and Plato’s Allegory of the Cave
· How racial, ethnic, and other constructed identities and their attendant reasoning drives people’s conduct and conflicts
· Transformative / life-changing moments in the lives of many of the characters, while others remain unchanged
Questions:

1. Describe the fear evident in the characters, its basis on constructed identities, and its effect on their reasoning and choices they make.  How do the fears make the “crashes” between them inevitable? 

2. Why wouldn’t Shaniqua (the insurance agent) help Officer Ryan when his father was suffering? Why did Ryan feel a need to inject race into the plea for help?  Why was she not moved to change her mind?
3. Compare Cameron’s (the TV director’s) exchange with Officer Ryan (the bigoted cop) and with his boss who instructs him about black dialect. What’s the difference between them? 

4. Why was Rick (the District Attorney) so upset to be robbed by two black men?  What was his main concern and what does it have to do with his sense of self? With his political identity?
5. Why did Christine (TV director’s wife), about to burn in the overturned car, not want Officer Ryan to save her? Why was it so difficult for her to accept help from him? Was she simply being prideful? Did it have anything to do with racial identity?
6. What happened to Officer Ryan (the racist cop) when Christine (the woman he had molested) refused his help?  How did his image of himself (based on professional identity) change with this confrontation?
7. What happened to Farhad (the Persian storeowner) when he “shot” the little girl? What did this event do to his anger and fear?

8. Describe the events that transformed Anthony (the carjacker), from his confrontation with Cameron (the TV director), to the discovery of Asian slaves in the stolen van.  What made him turn them free (and even give them money)?

9. Compare the paths of the racist cop (Ryan) and his “non-racist” partner (Tommy).  Why do you think the filmmaker developed the story in a way that had the racist saving a black woman and the “non-racist” killing a black man?

10. Compare the paths of the “non-racist” DA (Rick) and his racist wife (Jean).  How and why is she transformed and why does he remain unchanged?  What conclusions can you draw about them at the end?  What does it mean for us?

11. The film ends with the insurance representative arguing with someone over a minor car accident.  What’s the point of this ending?

