	

	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions 

for 
Burn After Reading
(Coen Bros., 2008)


Things to Look For:

· Connection to Raising Arizona, Fargo, O Brother Where Art Thou?
· Theme of bad situations coming out of bad reasoning

· The irony of stupidity in the “intelligence community”

· Comparison to Elliott D. Cohen’s New Rational Therapy (the Cardinal Fallacies, p. 16)
Questions: (in progress)
1. Ozzie’s in denial about his problems: “I have drinking problem?”  “This is political.”  How is it that such an intelligent and perceptive man can be so clueless about his own inadequacies?  What is in his way of good judgment?
2. Note the bad marital relationships: unsympathetic and uninterested spouses.  Both couples are mismatched and are cross-cheating.  How do they not suspect? Why do they tend to default to staying together?
3. Katie’s divorce attorney cultivating mistrust (“Forewarned is forearmed”). “Here’s a man practiced in deceit…you can be a spy too.”  Should she have reason to suspect his motives?
4. Harry’s paranoid—he’s being followed (by whom?) and this, in the end, leads to disaster.  Why doesn’t he suspect that it’s his sexual proclivities, not his work, that has him being followed?
5. Linda decides that she needs plastic surgery to “remake” herself, with the help of a medical professional (who has busts of Venus in his office!).  Does she have any reason to question his advice?  What makes her think the surgeries are what she needs?  
6. Linda is looking for love online when—how can she tell if her online prospects are losers, or who they really are?  And there’s an admirer (her boss, Ted), someone she knows, right in front of her. Why can’t she hear Ted when he tells her she doesn’t need surgery?
7. Katie’s and Harry’ relationship is only appealing when it’s adulterous (is that safer?).  What is so terrifying to Harry about it “not just being frivolity—fun and games”?  
8. Chad and Linda are a bad combination—their scheme is ill fated from the beginning—why?  Why do they persevere in such an awful plan?  Why can’t they see their error? Why is all critical thinking seen as “negativity”? 

9. The CIA adopts the attitude expressed in this statement: “Report back to me when it makes sense.”  Does anything about it ever come to make sense?  Was it best in the end to let it pass and give Linda her surgeries?  Is there a message here?
