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	Dr. Ari Santas’ Study Questions for

Bulworth

(Warren Beatty, 1999)




Things to Look For:
· Connections to Truman Show, Network, and Wag The Dog
· The relation between media and politics, campaigning and truth-telling

· Pay attention to his speeches and the various reactions he gets
Questions:
1. Why is Bulworth crying in the opening scene?  Why isn’t he eating or sleeping?
2. Compare Bulworth to Howard Beale in Network. Has he lost his mind?  If so, is this a precondition for his honesty (or truthfulness)?
3. Comment on Bulworth’s addresses to the black church and to the film makers group in Beverly Hills.  Why are people so surprised at what he says?  Is it that it’s not true or that he isn’t supposed to say what everyone there knows?
4. Compare Murphy’s (his aide’s) initial reaction to and then approval of Bulworth’s honesty with the reaction to Beale’s honesty in Network.  Why did they approve of the messages and why was this approval so volatile?  

5. Bulworth describes interest group politics as simply a game of “Let’s Make a Deal.”  Is this process of deal-making inherently a problem?  What could one do to make the process morally and politically viable?

6. Compare the audiences of Truman Show and Network to the voting public in Wag The Dog and Bulworth.  What role do the media play in the formation of public opinion and what are (or should be) their responsibility in informing the public?  

7. LD tries to justify his use of kids in his drug dealing business. Is there no difference, as he claims, between LD’s exploitation of opportunities and other capitalist ventures?  What is Bulworth’s reply to this justification and how and why does his reply have an impact on LD?
8. Why does Bulworth balk at the characterization of his new style of speech as obscene? What is obscenity? Do you think he has better examples to describe the obscene?

9. Comment on Bulworth’s solution to racism: voluntary procreative racial reconstruction.

10. Compare Bulworth’s assassination to Beale’s in Network.  Is it ironic that they both got what they wanted at the outset of their stories?  Is there anything else that they could have gotten?
