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	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions for
Brazil
Terry Gilliam (1985)


Things to Look For:
· Bureaucratic people (incompetent, cowardly)
· Mechanism in personal behavior, insincere and cold relationships (compare to  Network)
· Use of euphemism and technical language

· Dream symbolism and the difficulty in distinguishing dreams from reality
· Parallels to George Orwell’s  1984: Three classes proles, outer party, inner party; main protagonists: Sam and Jill as compared to Winston and Julia; function of external and internal enemies in effecting law and order
Questions:
1. Of the three social classes depicted in the film, which group of people is the most genuine (real)?
2. Does Sam have any friends? Who are the likely candidates? What is a friend?  Compare the characters in this film to Howard’s “humanoids” in Network and the actors and audience in Truman Show.
3. Comment on the cosmetic surgery theme throughout the film.  What does this preoccupation signify?
4. Why is Sam preoccupied with Jill?  How does she help him transform his self?  How does she show him humanity and freedom?
5. Do the brutal acts by the police and Jack come from malice or hate?  Or from something else?  What?

6. Comment on the depiction of inefficiency, contrivance, and disease in the machinery of the society (from the bureaucracy to the A/C units).

7. What role do the terrorists play in maintain order in this society?  Was Tuttle a terrorist? Compare terrorism theme to Orwell’s 1984.  
8. Why are the prisoners called “government property”?  Can a government (or anyone) legitimately own someone?

9. Why are the prisoners billed for their “interrogation” (i.e., torture)?  Why do people accept this practice?  Are their analogies of this to our own practices?

10. Why did Sam see his own face on the monster he fought and finally slayed?  What is this supposed to mean?

11. How can one distinguish between dreams and reality in a world that is fundamentally absurd?

12. Did Sam get away in the end?  Did they “lose him”?  Explain.
