	


	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions for 
Bladerunner
(Ridley Scott, 1982)




Things to Look For:

· Based on a novel by Philip K. Dick—see http://www.philipkdick.com/ 

· Connection to Truman Show, Memento, Dark City, Impostor, Total Recall, and Matrix, and the relation to René Descartes’ Meditation II and to John Locke’s Memory Theory
· Artificial intelligence, implanted memories, personhood, and the meaning of ‘human’

· Emphasis on eyes and preoccupation with photographs

· Role of memory in the formation of “stable” (and controllable) persons

Discussion Questions:
1. How does one’s sense of self based on past memories determine one’s present and future?  Consider how Rachel changed when she learned she was a replicant.

2. Tyrell say of the replicants, “If we give them a past… we can control them better.”  Why?  Compare to the control of Truman in the Truman Show.
3. “What seems to be the problem?” asks Tyrell.  Batty replies “Death.” Explain.  How does consciousness of one’s own mortality affect how one lives—and dies?

4. Why are there so many eye shots in the film (birds, people, androids)?  Are the eyes the mirror of the soul?  What does this mean?  Explain.

5. Compare the obsession with photographs in this film with that in Memento, Dark City, and Truman Show. What might this preoccupation signify?
6. Consider Descartes’ question in Meditation IV: Why did God make me imperfect? Now compare to the relationship between the creator and the created in the Truman Show, Bladerunner, and/or the Matrix
.
7.  “All these moments will be lost in time, like tears in the rain.”  Compare to Neo’s comments (in the Matrix) upon realizing his entire life was an illusion.  What do these lost moments—our lost moments—mean?
8. Compare the control of the replicants (implanted memories, segregated workplace, lifespan limits) to the control of African slaves in the US South (e.g., stripping of culture and language, separation of workers). 
9. Roy Batty lectures Deckard on rationality and sportsmanship and then saves him from death.  Why?  Keeping in mind that the motto of Tyrell Corp. was “more human than human,” explain the moral and religious point in this scene.

10. Remembering Deckard’s question: “How can it not tell what it is?” Is Deckard an android or a person?  How could he tell?  Can one think one is a person and be mistaken?
