	

	Dr. Santas’ Study Questions 

for  

Philosophy: A Guide to Happiness: Socrates
(BBC, Celia Lowenstein, 2000)
see film here



Things to look for:

· Comparison to Plato’s Apology, Crito, and Allegory of the Cave.
· Discussion of the relationship between good reasoning / critical thinking and self-confidence 
· Description of Socratic Method
Questions:

1. Why does the narrator think philosophers of ancient Greece, like Socrates, have something to say to us?  Does his example of Andrew Miller (the employee at British Biotech) make his case?

2. Why do humans tend to be like sheep, according to the narrator?  Why and how can philosophy give us the self-confidence to strike out alone and be one’s own person?

3. What, according to our narrator, is Socrates’ suggestion for how to decide when to follow our leaders, and when to challenge them?  How did he set the example for this?

4. Explain the Potter’s Analogy for describing Socrates’ method of thinking.  Explain the five steps for testing an idea and getting “worthy and watertight thoughts.”

5. What did Socrates find wrong with following majority opinion?  Why and how can this kind of democracy get in the way of “an examined life”? Compare the examples in this film to Socrates’ speech in Plato’s Apology.
6. What is the difference between accommodating differing well thought-out views and accepting and/or following any difference of opinion?  How does the example Andrew Miller’s illustrate this point?

7. What tools or skills do we need to be able to challenge our leaders? What are the obstacles to doing this?  What are the inhibitions? Relate the challenge to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.
