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Things to look for:

· Connection to stories like Into the Wild and Motorcycle Diaries
· Connection to nature writings of H.D. Thoreau, Jack London, and John Muir
· Relationship between nature adventuring and environmental activism

· Use of writings of Jared Diamond (Collapse –about the failed society of Easter Island), Aldo Leopold (The Land Ethic), and Rachel Carson (Silent Spring)
Questions: 
1. Compare Jeff Johnson’s lifestyle to that of Chris McCandless in Into the Wild. Consider the early life of Yvon Chouinard and Doug Tompkins.  Relate all their journeys to Thoreau’s comments on the etymology of ‘sauntering’ in Walking.
2. Jeff recalls a friend’s comment that “the best journeys are ones that answer questions that, in the beginning, you didn’t even think to ask.”  Yvon says that “when everything goes wrong, that’s when the adventure starts.”  Explain what these comments have to do with one another.
3. Yvon comments on the surgeons and CEO’s who climb Mt. Everest and “compromise the process” by having paid guides do all the difficult detail work.  He says climbing this way makes you an “asshole when you start out and an asshole when you get back.”  Explain what he means by this, keeping in mind his later approach to Corcovado.

4. Rapa Nui (Easter Island) illustrates a society that has exceeded its resources and as a metaphor for the planet.  Jeff recalls a quote from Aldous Huxley:  “Men do not learn very much from the lessons of history; and that is the most important lesson of history.”  Compare these musings to the reflections of Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson.

5. The small town people in Chile have experienced outside fisher fleets, land speculators and factories.  With these changes have come jobs and economic growth, yet the locals have become activists, fighting to keep them out and/or drive them away and to preserve traditional indigenous ways of life.  This has become a global phenomenon. Why?
6. Doug and Kris Tompkins’ private land conservation project, “Conservacion Patagonica,” attempts to reintroduce sustainable farming and ranching in the region.  This work is easily characterized as a form of deep ecology, yet as private land conservation, often mistrusted by the people.  Comment on the apparent irony here.
7. Hydro-electric power seems like a good idea, but the large dam projects are heavily criticized in Patagonia, as they are throughout the world.  Explain some of the problems associated with these large dams and the rift between small town and large city dwellers on this issue.  Relate to Jeff’s statistic and the power consumption of our video gaming habit.
8. Jeff imagines himself on top of Corcovado throughout the whole journey.  This seems to be the whole point and meaning of the trip.  What happens when he gets there?  What does this instruct us about the point of any important journey?  Explain Yvon’s comment here that “it’s the quest that what’s important.”
9. How might their decision to turn back before they got the top of Corcovado serve as a metaphor for our present place in history?  What does Doug mean later when he says that moving forward might mean turning around 180 degrees and taking a forward step?
10. Comment on the subtitle of the film: “Conquerors of the Useless.”  Relate to the distinction between instrumental (i.e., economic) and intrinsic value in environmental philosophy. Explain the irony in the apparent fact that those like Doug and Yvon, who pursue “useless” endeavors, tend to get a lot done.
