Dr. Santas’

2010 Study Questions 
for bell hooks’ Teaching to Transgress

Introduction 
1. Explain the difference hooks experienced between learning in the segregated classrooms at Booker T. Washington and the schools after integration.  What happened to the quality of teaching and learning?

2. Describe hook’s experience in college and graduate school.  Relate her description of this experience to her approach to teaching and her experience with students in her college classrooms.

Chapters 1 & 2 
3. What is “engaged pedagogy”?  How does it differ from the “banking system” of education?  Why does hooks think that most university professors are well suited to the banking system but ill suited to engaged pedagogy?

4.  Hooks explains that most educators are poorly prepared to confront issues of diversity and then offers suggestions for how these issues can be addressed. What do her suggestions require of the teacher?  How does this differ form traditional classroom settings?

5. Describe hooks’ vision of multi-cultural change.  How does it differ from both people from different backgrounds simply getting together on the one hand, and switching roles in the same domination game on the other?  Explain.

Chapters 3, 4, & 5 
6.  Describe at least two of hooks’ strategies to build classroom community.  Compare her classroom (as she describes it) to your experiences in college.

7.  How does hooks respond to the critique of Paulo Freire’s work as sexist?  What does this critique reveal about the intersection of race, class, and gender? What does her response to Freire offer us as critical thinkers taking ideas from a variety of points of view?

8.  What is the connection between theory and liberatory practice, according to hooks?  Why does she think that this connection is rarely made in academic circles and why is it so important for her that we insist that we do connect these?
Chapters 7 & 8 
9.  Why is it, according to hooks, that white women and black women historically have not had good interactions or relationships?  Why didn’t this change with the abolition of slavery?  With desegregation?  

10.  What is hooks’ prescription for dealing with the hostility between white women and black women?  Describe her vision of solidarity and sisterhood.  What could be done here to live out that vision?

11.  Describe the difficulties hooks has encountered in teaching feminism to her black students.  Why do you think she feels it is important to discuss sexism and racism together and for people of color to engage in feminist scholarship and adopt feminist politics?

Chapters 11 & 12 
12.  How can language be both a tool for oppression and an instrument towards liberation, according to hooks?  Explain her view that black vernacular is both a form of resistance and a means of constructing “alternative epistemologies” (i.e., ways of knowing).
13.  What does hooks mean when she says that class is more than an economic standing, but that it determines values, standpoint and interest?  Why is it that class is rarely addressed in the classroom?  What is the built-in bias of the academy and how should professors go about confronting this bias, according to hooks?
Chapters 13 & 14 
14.  Explain hooks’ contention that most classroom interactions are dictated by a metaphysical split between mind and body, and how this split makes those interactions devoid of passion and feeling.  Illustrate her point with examples from your own experience and explain why this “disembodiment” is a problem for her.
15.  Look up the etymology of the word ‘ecstasy’ and explain the title of hooks’ last chapter.  What is the relation of ecstasy to the concept of engaged pedagogy?  To education as the practice of freedom?
